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Wards Corner Civic League 

Crossroads 
Serving: Academy Terrace, Colony Point, Hariton Gardens, 

Merridale, Pinehurst, Restmere, Rose Gardens, Sussex of Norfolk, 
Virginia Gardens, Wards Corner, and Wexford Terrace 
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President’s Message 

This month will mark our last membership meeting of this 
strange year. I hope many of you can join us via Zoom 
(login information above) for updates from city staff, a 

brief presentation on the Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT), and a conversation with our Superward 6 
councilwoman Andria McClellan. Please log on and bring 

questions to ask. 

For the past few years, we have held a joint holiday party 
in December with the Suburban Acres civic league. Given 

the safety concerns and government restrictions currently 
in place, this year’s party is simply not possible. Our civic 
league board also felt that meeting on Monday, December 

21st might prove challenging given how close that date is 
to year-end holidays and vacations. So instead, we’re 
asking all of you as our neighbors to take a walk that night 

to see the holiday lights decorations around the 
neighborhood and submit your favorite choices to us. 
Hopefully it can be a bit like Halloween where you can 

meet and greet your neighbors while walking around the 
neighborhood (from a safe social distance of course). 

We’re hoping Mother Nature gives us agreeable weather. 
Look for more details in our December newsletter. 

Speaking of decorations, it was great to see all of the 

Halloween decorations this past month, bringing perhaps a 
little bit of normalcy to an otherwise abnormal year. 
Congratulations to our decoration content winners, the 

“dueling houses” on the 400 block of Maycox Ave. I look 
forward to more holiday decorations in December. As 

the days continue to get shorter, it warms my heart to 
see the neighborhood draped in festive decorations after 
dark. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns and 
can’t find what you need on the city website or through 

the official channels, please reach out to myself or the 
other board members. Hope to see you all online and 
out around the neighborhood very soon! 

Scott Guirlinger 

 

Board Members Needed! 

Our annual civic league board elections will be held at 

our membership meeting on January 25th. We currently 
have the following positions open. If you have any 
interest in doing a little more with your civic league in 

the new year, please reach out to president Scott 
Guirlinger (scott.guirlinger@gmail.com or 757-489-3938) 

or any other board member for more information. The 
commitment is relatively minimal and we’d love for you 
to join us! 

• Vice President (1 of 2) 

• Secretary 

• Newsletter Editor 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
Monday, November 16th @ 6:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81249953055?pwd=VG1NdzM0dHpPUjR3VkNKeGxFRzJkZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 812 4995 3055 
Passcode: 734484 

Featured Speakers: 
Scott Mahone, Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator 

Andria McClellan, City Councilwoman - Superward 6 

Adopt-A-Spot Cleanup 
Saturday, December 5th @ 9:00am 

Norfolk Fitness & Wellness Center 
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Halloween Decoration Contest Winners! 

Congratulations to the residents of 420 Maycox, the 

winners of this year’s neighborhood Halloween decorating 
contest! They took home our best-in-show prize by 
impressing our judges in a tight battle with the residents 

across the street at 423 Maycox, who garnered runner-up 
accolades. Both residences will receive gift cards to Guads 

@ Granby. 

Thank you to everyone who decorated this year (especially 
this year). We loved seeing all of the creative and spooky 

displays and look forward to more next Halloween! 

 

Holiday Lights Night! – December 21st 

In lieu of a December meeting and holiday party this year, 
we will instead ask residents to walk (or drive) around the 

neighborhood on December 21st and help us decide who 
should be our holiday lights contest winners. The online 
voting method will be communicated in our December 

newsletter. We will have two decoration categories and 
three prizes: 

• Traditional 

• Whimsical 

• Best-in-Show 

Category and overall winners will each receive gift 
certificates to Guads. 

So start getting those lights displays ready… at the end of 
this challenging year, let’s spread some joy here and light 

up the neighborhood! 

 

Water and Sewer Improvements 

The City of Norfolk’s Department of Utilities is pleased to 
have scheduled a $3 million improvement project in our 
neighborhood. The project area (shown on the map 

below) will receive new sanitary sewer and water pipes 
and fully resurfaced streets. 

Planned Start of Construction: Winter 2020/2021 

Anticipated End of Construction: Winter 2021/2022 

Contractor: Trident Civil 

Access: Access to businesses and residences will be 
maintained throughout construction. 

The City and our contractor will do our best to minimize 

the unavoidable disruptions associated with the 
construction. If you have any questions regarding this 
project, please do not hesitate to contact the city’s on-site 

construction inspector, Burt Cox. He can be reached by 
cell phone at 837-7848 to respond quickly. You may also 
contact the project manager, Rick Dempsey, at 266-9760, 

or at richard.dempsey@norfolk.gov. 

 

The Department of Utilities looks forward to completing 
this project that will enhance your water and sanitary 

sewer services for years to come. 

 

Little Creek Rd / Adm. Taussig Blvd 
Intersection Improvements 

This project will replace the existing spans of wire traffic 

signals with new mast arms and pedestrian 
accommodations. The scope of work includes: 

• Updating obsolete infrastructure 

• Installing crosswalks, sidewalks, and curb ramps 
• Upgrading pedestrian accommodations 

• Modifying pavement markings 

• Improving traffic operations 

Lane closures and sidewalk closures will be required; at 

least one lane in each direction will be open at all times. 

Construction Start: November 2020 

Anticipated Construction Completion: August 2021 
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Membership Meeting Minutes 
September 21, 2020 

(Virtual meeting recording available on request) 

The meeting opened at 6:30 PM by WCCL President Scott 
Guirlinger. The following people were first time attendees: 

 
Mark Cagle 

Kelly Dickson 
Anthony and Susan Mian 
 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Officer Toth presented the 
crime report with the following items: 

• 9/27, Burleigh Ave, 100 block: $2000 stolen 
• 10/1, Decreyne Cir, 7400 block: stolen generator 

(believed to be a relative) 

• 10/1: car tags stolen 

• 10/7, Birmingham 200 block: 17-year-old assaulted in 
front of Dollar Tree 

• 10/13, Sterling, 200 bock: shed broken into 

• 10/16, Victor Ave: robbery to an individual; 
perpetrator caught a block away 

• 10/17, Northshore Rd: 200: car tags stolen 
 
Officer Toth also provided a reminder to use anti-theft 
bolts on license plates.  

 
A discussion over the casino began with the pro position 
from Ross Grogg from Yes Norfolk included the following 

reasons to approve Norfolk Resort and Casino by selecting 
‘Yes’ on the ballot referendum: 

• It will be a commercial casino, licensed by Virginia 
Lottery 

• Land would NOT become sovereign tribal land and the 
facility would be subject to taxes from state/Norfolk 

• It will be a high end 500 million dollar resort and 
casino complex  

• There will be 4000 gaming positions  
• All infrastructure, flood mitigation, and utility 

employments will be done by financed by the 

Pawmunkey Tribe and its development partner; $0 
public funds will be used  

• Of the anticipated profits:  
o $50M will go toward commonwealth 
o $10M for Maury and Booker T Washington 

renovations 
• The following commercial impact is anticipated for 

Norfolk: 

o $100 million in earnings for employees 
o 2480 jobs, 2000 construction jobs 

o $30 million annual in tax revenue for year 
o $754 million in annual economic impact for the 

City of Norfolk 

 
Alan Smith of Informed Norfolk presented the opposing 
view with reasons to select “No” for the referendum:  
• There were no competitive bids  

• The Pawmunkey Tribe has 0 experience owning a 
casino  

• The development partner has no management 
experience 

• The city has not done an economic impact study and 
does not know the total cost of the project  

• 15% of revenue to go to impact; 5% to CSBs; 
unknown impact on safety in downtown 

• $10 million is only 5% of what is needed to renovate 
schools  

• There is a job ‘plan’ but not policy;  nothing holds 
developer accountable to hide Norfolk; not 
necessarily full time 43% wages of 25,000 

 

Questions included:  

• Are increased police resources needed? The casino 
will have its own security. 
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• What is the impact on gambling addiction? They are 
committed to helping with resources for gambling 
addiction. 

• What changed to allow the casino in the state? Sports 
betting became legal on January 1 with the Lottery 
Commission regulating all forms of gaming. 

• Why is the Pawmunkey Tribe involved? They have a 
historical connection to Norfolk. The Pawmunkey Tribe 

will be owning and operating the casino with a 
management partner who is experienced casino 
operator. All of the first people hired will be 

experienced with hotels and casinos 

• When will the casino open? If it passes on the ballot, 
late 2022. 

• Is there any experience with casinos in an area with a 
large military population? Biloxi, MS has both. 

 
Vice Mayor Martin Thomas spoke next in favor of the 

casino: 
• The city has no money. Council has worked really hard 

to find a big, impactful development project  

• This is the largest project for city of Norfolk. 

• There are no tax breaks and no public funding with 
$35-40 million to be added to Norfolk’s tax coffers. 

• We have only one shot to have this opportunity. 

• Partnering with the Pawmunky Tribe has allowed us to 
be in the conversation to get casino; there is no other 
opportunity like this one 

 

Additional updates from Vice Mayor Thomas include: 

• The Workforce Development Center will be moving out 
soon. 

• The construction on Newport Avenue is a storm water 
drainage project. 

 
Scott provided the following information: 

 

• Norfolk PD went live with a website that allows for 
video conferencing for non-emergencies. 

• The Board moved to hold th Halloween decoration 
contest with 1st and 2nd place prizes. WCCL is looking 

for judges for Halloween night. 

• There will be board openings for the upcoming year, if 
anyone is interested. 

• The city’s guidance for Halloween is for everyone to be 
safe.  

• A city-sponsored trunk or treat will be held at Lake 
Taylor; refer to the city website for Halloween 
information. 

 

The next membership meeting will be on 11/16 at 6:30 PM 
on Zoom. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:33. 

 

Selected Notes from 
Greater Wards Corner Task Force 

Meeting 
November 12, 2020 

City staff, representative council members, business 
owners, and civic leaders meet once per quarter to 
discuss concerns and hear updates on the greater Wards 

Corner area. Below are some selected notes from the 
most recent meeting, held virtually on a conference call 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

• HRT’s Naval Station Norfolk (NSN) Transit Corridor 
Project focused on 3 geographic areas: mall area, 

airport area, and NSN area. Both bus rapid transit 
and light rail transit were studied and are still in 
consideration. 4 potential alternative solutions have 

been identified; initial recommended alternative 
expected by early 2021. Direct connection to the 
airport is not possible; circulator transit will be 

provided. Federal funding is being pursued to 
support this project. 

• Intersection improvements at Little Creek Road east 
of Admiral Taussig Blvd are underway. 
Reconfiguration of lanes will include a dedicated left 

turn lane westbound on Little Creek Rd to the I-64 
on-ramp. Crosswalks and medians will be redone to 
improve pedestrian safety and vehicle traffic flow. 

• Codes inspector shared updates on correcting and 
curbing graffiti in the business district. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

  
  

ACCOUNT 

CHECKS CASH PAYPAL 

Beginning balance $1,169.01 $50.00 $653.98 

Funds received $0.00 $0.00 $37.64 

Funds deposited $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Funds dispersed $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Ending balance $1,169.01 $50.00 $691.62 

Total balance $1,910.63 

 

 

Civic League Board of Directors 
Contact Information 

www.wardscorner.com/board-of-directors 

 

  

http://www.wardscorner.com/board-of-directors/
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Important Numbers 

Police Non-Emergency 757-823-4433 

Community Resource Officer 757-651-4577 

Police Red Sector 757-823-4450 

Norfolk Cares Call Center  

Call for:  Sewer Backup, Code 
Enforcement, Waste Management, 
Animal Control – everything else! 

757-664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want your business to reach your 
neighbors? Place an ad in this local 

newsletter for as little as $15! 

Contact Socko Pearson @  
757-663-8878 


