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President’s Message 

Welcome back! (Sort of.) We haven’t really gone anywhere 
but it feels like we’re settling into the new normal and are 

somewhat getting back to our usual operations. School is 
back in session in virtual mode and our civic league 
meetings will (finally) resume in virtual mode as well. I 

hope you will take the time to join us online on Monday, 
September 21st. (See meeting details at top of this page.) 

Our board has continued to meet during the summer to 

stay abreast of the constant changes that are taking place 
this year throughout our city. (Even in spite of setbacks, 

like the large oak tree that crashed into our vice president 
Socko’s house! Thankfully, everyone is ok.) Unfortunately, 
reduced business tax revenues have led the city to scale 

back many programs and offerings. We are hopeful for 
more reopenings to take place in the new year and will 
continue to advocate for city services in our Wards Corner 

area. 

Something that I am certain we are all watching closely 
are the repairs being made to the broken water main at 

Granby St and Little Creek Rd. This intersection is one of 
the busiest in Norfolk by traffic count (50,000+ cars per 
day) and the break and subsequent repair are 

inconveniences to not just Wards Corner residents but 
many citizens throughout the Hampton Roads region. 
September 23rd was the original repair completion date; 

stay tuned and keep watching our website for any updates 
we receive. 

It was with a sad heart that we had to cancel our annual 
neighborhood cookout this year, which would have been 
held this past Saturday. Some of us still gathered in the 

morning to pick up litter at our Adopt-A-Spot, the Wellness 
Center grounds. Thank you to all of those gracious 
volunteers, big and small, young and old, who pitched in. 

See the photo later in this newletter of what we were able 
to gather in less than a half hour. 

Finally, I’d like to take a moment now to properly thank 
Brian Daniel for his service to the civic league board. 
(COVID-19 got in the way of a timelier thank you back in 

April.) Brian served as our treasurer for several years, 
stepping in to fill some big shoes left behind by Ray 
Duron. Brian spearheaded the effort to put our civic 

league financial records and systems online, something 
that has proved extremely critical to our operations this 
year. He also is passionate about the wetlands in our 

neighborhood and trying to protect and manage them 
for the long term. He led, and continues to lead, cleanup 
efforts with the Lafayette Wetlands Partnership and the 

annual Clean the Bay Day. He is responsible for getting 
trees planted in the “swamp” at the back of the North 

Shore Playground to hopefully reduce the standing water 
there. But most of all, Brian was willing to step in and do 
tasks for our civic league when others were not. He did 

not shy away from difficult tasks or difficult people, 
staying focused on the betterment of the community for 
all of us. Thank you, Brian, for your service; we’ll no 

doubt see you around the neighborhood and at a 
wetlands cleanup event sometime soon. 

Scott Guirlinger 

 

Message from Adale Martin & NPS Board 

Norfolk Public Schools will begin the 2020-21 school year 
on Tuesday, September 8th with virtual learning.  NPS is 

providing chrome laptop computers to all students, even 
multiple students in one household.  NPS is also 

providing one mifi hotspot device to families who 
request it.  The mifi hotspot device can handle the wifi 
capacity for 15 devices. 

Parents and guardians may contact their school principal 
with any questions.  The NPS website 
(www.npsk12.com) is being updated with district wide 

information daily.  There are also resources for childcare 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
Monday, September 21st @ 6:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88080373623?pwd=VEY2YnFaL3pvSlZBSThCOXVtWGR1UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 880 8037 3623 
Passcode: WCCL 

http://www.npsk12.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88080373623?pwd=VEY2YnFaL3pvSlZBSThCOXVtWGR1UT09


 
Wards Corner Civic League Crossroads 

September 2020 www.wardscorner.com 2 

services that are being provided by community partners.  
Parents can also email me at amartin@nps.k12.va.us and I 

will direct them to the appropriate person. 

Norfolk Public Schools was the first district in the region to 
determine our plan for the fall reopening of schools.  Since 

this decision in July, the NPS administration and staff, 
under the direction of Superintendent Dr. Sharon 
Byrdsong, have been working around the clock to prepare 

and inform the community for this Fall semester.  The 
safety of our students, teachers and staff is of utmost 

importance to us.  As COVID-19 cases continue to rise in 
our area, we believe beginning the school year virtually is 
the most responsible option. Dr. Byrdsong and her staff 

will continue to monitor local health conditions in 
consultation with the Norfolk Public Health Department 
and my school board colleagues to return to in-person 

instruction when deemed safe. 

 

Selected Notes from 

Greater Wards Corner Task Force Meeting 
August 13, 2020 

City staff, representative council members, business 
owners, and civic leaders meet once per quarter to discuss 
concerns and hear updates on the greater Wards Corner 

area. Below are some selected notes from the most recent 
meeting, held virtually on a conference call due to COVID-
19 restrictions. 

 

• VDOT shared high-level plans for widening of 
Interstate-64 overpasses along E Little Creek Rd and 
Granby St as part of the HRBT expansion project (see 
images below). City staff shared that reconstruction of 

the intersection at Admiral Taussig Blvd and E Little 
Creek Rd is scheduled to complete before this 
interstate construction begins. 

 

 

• The Shell station at Granby St and Admiral Taussig 
Blvd has been sold to Harris Teeter, who plans to 
operate their own gas station there soon. 

 

Successful Adopt-A-Spot Cleanup 

Thank you to the 8 volunteers who picked up litter at 

the Wellness Center grounds this past Saturday 
morning. The field and surrounding area look great! 

 

 

Granby Street Bridge Rehabilitation 

Starting in September 2020 until late 2022, the Granby 

Street Bridge over the Lafayette River will undergo 
extensive repairs, to extend its useable life. The bridge 
deck and support structures will be repaired to address 

current corrosion and deterioration issues and improve 
the bridge’s condition. 

The following conditions can be expected during 

construction: 

• The speed limit on Granby Street will be temporarily 
reduced to 25 mph between 40th Street and W 
Arden Circle. 

• The northbound and southbound side of the bridge 
will each be closed for up to six months. Northbound 
and southbound lanes will shift to the open side of 

the bridge.  

• At least one travel lane will remain open in both 
directions, at all times. 

• One of the two existing sidewalks will be open at all 
times. 
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• The bike lane over Granby Street Bridge will be 
temporarily closed. 

• The fishing pier will be temporarily closed. 

Anticipated lane closure dates will be announced on 
message boards, Norfolk City News Flashes, and 
Nextdoor.com. For more information, please visit 

www.norfolk.gov/granbybridge. 

 

Renew Your Membership 

Stay up to date in the new year with your Wards Corner 
neighborhood civic league. Dues are just $10 per 

household for the entire year and support the following 
civic league functions and activities and more. 

• Hosting monthly membership meetings (in-person or 
virtual) 

• Hosting periodic social events (when allowable) 
• Publishing monthly informational newsletter 

• Advocating for residents to the city 

• Addressing safety concerns 
• Coordinating neighborhood beautification and cleanup 

projects 

• Educating and empowering residents through meeting 
speakers 

• Connecting residents to city staff and elected officials 

If you need to check the status of your membership to 
determine if you are current or not, please contact our 

vice president Chris DePalma at chris.depalma@cox.net. 

Renew Online at www.wardscorner.com/membership 

To renew by mail, please send cash or check payable to 

"Wards Corner Civic League" to our treasurer Grea Sellers 
at 610 Barcliff Rd, Norfolk, VA 23505.  
 

Treasurer’s Report 

  
  

ACCOUNT 

CHECKS CASH PAYPAL 

Beginning balance $1,089.01 $50.00 $550.47 

Funds received  $40.00 $0.00 $75.28 

Funds deposited  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Funds dispersed $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Ending balance $1,129.01 $50.00 $625.75 

Total balance $1,804.76 

 
 

Civic League Board of Directors 
Contact Information 

www.wardscorner.com/board-of-directors 

 

Important Numbers 

Police Non-Emergency 757-823-4433 

Community Resource Officer 757-651-4577 

Police Red Sector 757-823-4450 

Norfolk Cares Call Center  

Call for:  Sewer Backup, Code 
Enforcement, Waste Management, 
Animal Control – everything else! 

757-664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.norfolk.gov/granbybridge
mailto:chris.depalma@cox.net
http://www.wardscorner.com/membership
http://www.wardscorner.com/board-of-directors/
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Want your business to reach your 
neighbors? Place an ad in this local 

newsletter for as little as $15! 

Contact Socko Pearson @  
757-663-8878 


