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President’s Message 

Several years ago, Jim 

English, our civic league 
president at the time, wrote 
a message about “a tale of 

two cities.” He was 
referencing the stark 
difference between the K&K 

and Midtown Shopping 
Centers. I would like to share with you now another “tale 
of two cities” that I have recently witnessed. 

The Norfolk Fitness & Wellness Center (NFWC) at 7300 
Newport Ave sits on a very large piece of property in our 
neighborhood. Near its primary street entrance on 

Newport Ave is an electrical box that has been vandalized 
with extremist propaganda on multiple occasions. I 
support free speech but am saddened by someone’s 

defacing of public property to share their message; surely 
there are more effective means for doing so. 

That’s the bad news. The good news is found near the 

NFWC’s secondary street entrance on North Shore Rd, at 
the gravel parking lot adjacent to the tennis courts. It’s 

here that good citizen Emily blessed us with a wildlife 
habitat garden (certified by the National Wildlife 
Foundation) as part of her Girl Scout Gold Award. It’s 

complete with a rain barrel, signage, and information 
mailbox. It’s worth a quick visit if you’re visiting the 
adjacent NFWC field. 

As has been written about extensively in previous 
newsletters, the Norfolk Fitness & Wellness Center in our 
neighborhood has seen its indoor pool condemned by 

structural engineers and permanently closed by the city. 
The future of the pool, the facility, and the property are all 
currently being debated. I believe we must unite as one 

voice within the civic league to ensure that we are heard. 
Simply put, we need to write a tale of one civic league. 

To do so will first require us to prioritize our concerns. The 

civic league board believes we need a viable and vibrant 
facility to provide services to residents and attract new 

residents to our neighborhood and businesses to our 
district. We also believe in cost efficiency with an eye to 
the future and the long game. In order to properly 

represent the residents of our neighborhood, we need to 
hear from you the residents! Please share your concerns 
with us, share what you love and what you abhor about 

the current NFWC, and share any ideas you might have. 

Our civic league board 
continues to meet 
virtually even in this 

time. We are still in 
need of a newsletter 

editor. If you are 
reading this on your 
computer, then you 

are qualified for the 
job – it’s that simple! 

In all seriousness, we would love to have you join us. 

Commitment is just one short newsletter per month (no 
newsletter in July and August). If you are interested, 
please reach out to any board member. As always, our 

contact information is available on our website at 
https://wardscorner.com/board-of-directors/. 

Stay well, 

Scott Guirlinger 

 

Reminders 

➢ Your grass is growing, please mow it! And be sure to 
keep grass clippings and other debris out of the 
street so storm drains remain clear and free flowing. 

➢ Your shrubs and trees are growing too. Please prune 
near sidewalks and streets. With gyms closed and 
more neighbors exercising outdoors, let’s all try to 

give us a clear and safe path to do so. 

➢ Place your trash and recycle bins where trucks with 
mechanical arms can reach them. For example, 

placing bins in your verge blocked by cars parked on 
the street means that your bin may be skipped. 
Instead, place bins in the street (where street parking 

is allowed). 

➢ Don’t park on your front lawn. Even with more 
residents at home recently, there is still enough 

street parking in our neighborhood. Avoid a fine and 
park in your driveway or on the street (where 
allowed). Parking down the block from your house is 

a simple way to get some fresh air and a little 
exercise. 

➢ City of Norfolk COVID-19 updates and resources are 
available online at: 
https://www.norfolk.gov/4835/Coronavirus-Disease-
2019  

Meeting cancelled due to 
COVID-19 

All updates are being posted to 
WardsCorner.com 

https://wardscorner.com/board-of-directors/
http://www.wardscorner.com/
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Treasurer’s Report 

  
  

ACCOUNT 

CHECKS CASH PAYPAL 

Beginning balance $1089.01 $50.00 $531.65 

Funds received  0 0 0 

Funds deposited  0 0 0 

Funds dispersed 0 0 0 

Ending balance $1089.01  $50.00 $531.65 

Total balance $1660.66 

 

 

Important Numbers 

Police Non-Emergency 757-823-4433 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 

Police Red Sector 757-823-4450 

Norfolk Cares Call Center  

Call for:  Sewer Backup, Code 
Enforcement, Waste Management, 
Animal Control – everything else! 

757-664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want your business to reach your 
neighbors? Place an ad in this local 

newsletter for as little as $15! 

Contact Socko Pearson @  
757-663-8878 


