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President’s Message 

Let’s address the elephant 

in the room: these are very 
unusual times. For the past 
six weeks or so, our lives 

have all been disrupted in 
ways we never would have 
imagined before. We are all 

coping and adjusting in our 
own ways to our new way of life. No two of us will cope 
with this pandemic in exactly the same way. In our 

household, we are trying to practice grace (and social 
distancing) with all our neighbors as we each chart our 
own path through these new waters. 

At this point, I’m guessing that many or most of us know 
someone who has suffered from the coronavirus. Our 
family knows at least two people who have had COVID-19, 

both health workers that came in contact with the virus 
early on before preventative measures were enacted. 
Thankfully, both have recovered. Others have not been so 

fortunate. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of those 
who have suffered, those who have passed, and those 

who are valiantly fighting on the front lines. 

Others have been affected by this virus more indirectly, 
losing income, support, freedom, and more. If you know 

of a neighbor in trouble, please reach out to them. If you 
need greater support than one person or household can 
provide, reach out to your neighbors or your civic league. 

Even while adhering to safety and health protocols, there 
are still many ways that we can help others. And even 
with physical distance, we still want to remain connected 

and support our neighbors and fellow citizens. 

For most of us, our priorities have shifted as have our 
routines. Our family takes regular walks almost every day 

and we see many of our neighbors doing the same. I 
would wager there are more people walking our streets 
now than at any point in the past two decades. We can’t 

greet and interact with each other quite how we used to, 
but it’s heartening all the same. 

Our priorities on the civic league board have shifted as 
well. We are concentrating on getting information to 
residents as quickly as we can through our website and on 

NextDoor. If you have not visited our website, or have not 
done so recently, please check it out sometime soon – it’s 
full of useful information coming from various city 

departments and residents. If you have something useful 
to share, please send it our way. 

Our civic league board 
continues to meet 
virtually even in this 

time. We are still in 
need of a treasurer 

and newsletter editor 
this year (and have 
an at-large position 

available as well). If 
you have some 

passion for your neighborhood and have an email 

address, then you are qualified for the job. We would 
love to have you join us. 

Stay well, 

Scott Guirlinger 

 

Reminder: Vote at Home for the 
May 19, 2020 General Election 

https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation 

On April 24th, Governor Northam issued Executive Order 
59 to postpone the May 5th General Election to May 19th. 

The deadline to request an absentee ballot by 
mail is 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 12th. 

 

The Norfolk Office of Elections encourages you to vote 

at home for the May 19, 2020 General Election. 

You can request an absentee ballot online from the 

Virginia Department of Elections at 
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation 

Register to vote or update your voter registration 

information online, too. When you vote at home, you 
help limit the exposure of COVID-19. 

Voters may request an absentee ballot by mail for the 
May 19, 2020 General Election using “My disability or 
illness” if they do not have another qualifying reason. 

For more information, please visit the city webpage at: 

www.norfolk.gov/elections 

Meeting cancelled due to 
COVID-19 

All updates are being posted to 
WardsCorner.com 

https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
http://www.norfolk.gov/elections
http://www.wardscorner.com/
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Treasurer’s Report 

  
  

ACCOUNT 

CHECKS CASH PAYPAL 

Beginning balance $1189.01 $40.00 $446.96 

Funds received  0 $10.00 $84.69 

Funds deposited  0 0 0 

Funds dispersed -$100.00 0 0 

Ending balance $1089.01  $50.00 $531.65 

Total balance $1660.66 

 

 

Norfolk Fitness & Wellness Center Indoor 
Pool Permanently Closed 

The Norfolk Fitness & Wellness indoor pool is permanently 
closed. It is no longer viable for the pool to remain open. 
The dome has reached the end of its useful life. Based on 

engineering review from an outside structural engineering 
firm and city engineers, the collapse or loosening of 

additional parts, panels, etc. could result in a hazardous 
and unsafe condition for patrons. 

The Department of Recreation, Parks & Open Space 

(RPOS) has decided to provide prorated refunds to all 
current members of the facility. Beginning on April 1, 2020 
members received a prorated refund depending on when 

their membership was established. RPOS is working 
diligently to process refunds as quickly as possible. For 
members, it is recommended that you login to WebTrac 

and ensure that your address, phone number and email 
are correct. 

Checks will be sent by mail to the address on file for you 

regardless of how your payment was made. To collect 
your complimentary pass(es) please bring in your notice as 
well as your ID to your nearest recreation center once the 

COVID-19 pandemic has subsided and normal city 
operations have commenced. 

If you have additional questions, please send an email to 
RECTRAC_HELP@norfolk.gov and include as much of the 
following information as possible in your email: 

• Name of requestor 

• Household # (if known) 
• Address 

• Phone Number 

As of April 1, 2020, the Norfolk Fitness & Wellness 
membership rates have aligned with the department’s 

recreation & community center fee structure: 

Resident Rates: 

• $20.00 annually for youth (17 and under) 

• $50.00 annually for adults 
• Free for residents ages 65 and over 

Non-Resident Rates: 

• $50.00 annually for youth (17 and under) 
• $125.00 annually for adults 

 

Fences in Granby St Median 

At the Greater Wards Corner Task Force meeting on 

February 13th, city councilmembers requested that the 
area civic leagues carefully consider and discuss the 
value of replacing the median fences in the Wards 

Corner area. Neighborhoods were asked to monitor the 
area and pedestrian activity to evaluate if the frequent 
eyesore and expense of replacing damaged fences 

justifies their role in preventing unsafe pedestrian 
crossings outside crosswalks. 
 

The Wards Corner civic league board believes that the 
fences need to be replaced as planned in order to 
prevent unsafe pedestrian crossings and ensure the 

safety of all people passing through Wards Corner. If 
you would like to provide input to this discussion, please 

email any or all of our civic league board members by 
May 10th. Contact information available on our website. 

 

 

Wards Corner Civic League 
Membership Meeting Minutes 

February 24, 2020 

WCCL President Scott Guirlinger opened the meeting at 

6:40 PM with the pledge of allegiance. After new 
attendees introduced themselves, Scott introduced 
Sheriff Joe Baron. 

Sheriff Joe Baron spoke of the challenges that existed 
when he took over as Sheriff, the foremost of which was 
low employee morale.  One of the main indicators was 

high employee turnover: 20% in 2016, 20% in 2017, 
and 18% in 2018. Lower pay was the primary reason 
the department was losing people, with other cities 

paying $8,000-10,000 more per year. A four-year plan 
was put in place to get a competitive rise in salaries. 

Along with a plan to make employees feel valued, Sheriff 
Baron initiated a change in leadership style and 
recommended a book based on intent-based leadership, 

Turn the Ship Around by L. David Marquette. The book 
stresses “intent-based leadership,” where subordinates 
keep their bosses informed on what they intend to do, 
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rather than the boss telling the workers what to do. The 
Sheriff also received letters from inmates and people on 

behalf of inmates that they were not being treated well, 
along with deputies not treating other deputies well. 
Leadership training changed the focus to express values. 

Sheriff Baron also fixed the mission statement; the 
Sheriff’s office is now a value- driven organization 
committed to public safety, life, health safety and security. 

Sheriff Baron stated the job of the sheriff’s office is not to 
punish and that separation from the community is the 

punishment. He promotes respect always toward inmates 
and deputies, and treating inmates well affects how they 
come back to the community. Sheriff Baron’s rules:  treat 

people fairly; have pride without ego; put team before 
self. His motto is:  we serve in the spirit of the golden rule. 

Since the Sheriff took office, differences include: a 6% 

drop in personnel turnover; no inmate letters other than to 
get into programs; and the most GEDs in the program’s 
history, with the highest score from a former gang 

member. The vision statement made a difference in 
people’s lives. Other differences include teaching deputies 
to see when things are not normal (prevent a suicide; help 

a victim of assault); programs for community outreach; 
bringing vendors to Ted Constant Center for Seniors Day; 
Camp Hope for children of domestic violence; year round 

mentoring; and the Priority automotive work release 
program, where inmates train as auto mechanics. It is the 
top producing mechanic vocational/work release program. 

The department now takes deputies as young as eighteen, 
with over 50% of the staff has less than five years in the 

department. Inmates average a stay of 80-90 days. Dennis 
Elmer, owner of Priority Automotive has personally 
invested in a building with sixteen bays and a classroom 

and is paying TCC tuition. 

President Scott Guirlinger provided the law enforcement 
report, which included car theft, with keys left in the 

vehicle, a burglary on February 11, and a storage unit 
theft. An attempted assault occurred on February 13 on 
Ruthven Road, but the victim managed to run away. Scott 

also provided a reminder to lock doors and not leave items 
in cars. An early Sunday morning hit and run occurred on 
Newport Avenue between Maycox Avenue and North 

Shore Road. Truancies are also still an issue. The 
nonemergency police number, 757-441-5610, was 
provided on request. 

Vice Mayor Martin Thomas provided a Norfolk city update 
after being asked about 7820 Restmere Road. He 

confirmed it is a vacant house but with no code violations. 
For the city update: Carnival Cruise Lines has a five-year 
contract to bring ships back to Norfolk; the cruise market 

is doing well and Carnival with be bringing the largest ship 
ever to come to Norfolk Waterside starting in 2021. The 
City has committed three million to buy/provide a new 

gangway. Fifteen-twenty cruise ships could possibly stop 

in Norfolk each day, and fees will more than pay for the 
gangway. The Wards Corner Task Force meeting 

brought up the median at Wards Corner at Granby in 
front of Walgreen’s, the median has been paved over 
and the determination is whether or not to replace the 

fence; civic league input is needed. Historically, the 
fence has been there for safety purposes to deter 
jaywalkers. 

The Vice Mayor provided an update on the Fitness and 
Wellness Center. The building needs an investment; the 

pool and roof require significant work. The pool dome is 
expected to fail with the next 18 months and will not be 
fixable after that time. The City has too many facilities 

that are not spread out evenly. A proposal for a twenty-
year plan was put forward to replace recreation centers 
and libraries with six combined recreational centers and 

libraries with many more facilities, located in data-based 
zones. All six would have gyms, pools, etc.; the proposal 
is still in an early-conversation stage and focus on the 

current building is needed.  

The City is facing very tight budget years, as debts/debt 
service is increasing faster than tax revenue. The City 

will have to become more efficient, and may have to 
close schools, libraries, etc. 

Per an economist from ODU, there is a concentration of 

poverty in Norfolk. If child under twelve is moved from 
public housing to any other neighbor, that child is 
guaranteed to do better in life. If a child is over twelve, 

it is too late to move and make life better. Training and 
education are needed, along with wrap around services 

for children to do well outside of public housing.  

Lane closures are occurring for utilities by Titustown on 
Little Creek Road. The Vice Mayor requested citizens 

contact My Norfolk to report sink holes. He also 
answered questions regarding before and after school 
care with the possible change in center. He also 

acknowledged concern about Virginia Pilot leaving 
Norfolk leaving a lack of local reporting, and McArthur 
Mall stores leaving.  

Joan reported that $1000 is available for HRT to 
maintain trash cans. The City is replacing trees on the 
400 and 500 blocks of Little Creek Road. 

Chris reported after attending an open house on HRT’s 
plans for Norfolk transit corridor project with high speed 
buses. The link of the corridor will occur from either 

Newtown Road or Military Highway/64 to the Naval 
Base. Park-and-ride is planned, and the high-speed 

transit should take 110,000 people back and forth every 
day, taking approximately 25% of people off the road. A 
stop at Wards Corner was at the center of one 



 
Wards Corner Civic League Crossroads 

April 2020 www.wardscorner.com 4 

discussion, with a light rail solution not very likely and light 
rail cannot be run near the current railroad tracks. HRT is 

attempting to get federal funding.  

Scott announced that there will be twenty printed copies 
of the newsletter left at Guads, for anyone that needs one. 

He also announced that there is still a vacancy in the 
treasurer position. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:58. 

 

Important Numbers 

Police Non-Emergency 757-823-4433 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 

Police Red Sector 757-823-4450 

Norfolk Cares Call Center  
Call for:  Sewer Backup, Code 
Enforcement, Waste Management, 

Animal Control – everything else! 

757-664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want your business to reach your 
neighbors? Place an ad in this local 

newsletter for as little as $15! 

Contact Socko Pearson @  
757-663-8878 


