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Wards Corner Civic League 

Crossroads 
Serving:  Academy Terrace, Colony Point, Hariton Gardens, 
Merridale, Pinehurst, Restmere, Rose Gardens, Sussex of Norfolk, 
Virginia Gardens, Wards Corner and Wexford Terrace 
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President’s Letter 

As we enter the last 

quarter of 2019 and 
begin to look forward to 

next year, I want to 
take this opportunity to 

ask each of you to 
please consider serving 

on your civic league 
board. It's a great way 
to help advocate for our 

neighborhood, both 
internally and 

externally. From 
personal experience, I 

can tell you that I feel 
more connected to my 
neighbors and more empowered to make a lasting 

impact on our neighborhood since I began my 
service on our board. We meet once per month for 

10 months out of the year (no meetings in July and 
August) and break up our tasks so that no one is 

overloaded. And we have several well-experienced 
board members that can help guide you along the 
way. Please do consider it and let myself or any other 

board member know if you are interested and would 
like more details. 

We have several important elections coming up next 
month, most at the state level. We will host some of 
the candidates this month to get to know them 

better before the vote. I hope you can attend our 
meeting to learn more and make an informed vote. 

More than anything, though, I hope that you will join 
myself and your neighbors in voting on Tuesday, 

November 5th. As we have seen in past elections, 

every vote counts. 
So please make 

sure to cast yours. 

And of course, this 
month ends with 

Halloween. I've said 
it before and I will 

say it again - I 
believe Halloween is 

the best night of 
the year in our 
Wards Corner 

neighborhood. Our 
block-by-block 

streets are laid out 
just right for trick-

or-treating, and we 
have lots of children and families that take full 
advantage of that. We have many residents that 

put in some added effort as well to decorate their 
homes and hand out treats. And we have some 

residents that really go all out, above and beyond 

the rest of us, to entertain the masses with spooky 

decorations and haunted houses. I love all of it. 
Thank you to everyone involved - the decorators, 
the candy givers, the trick-or-treaters and anyone 

else I forgot. You all rock. 

Scott Guirlinger 

 
Can’t find what you want in the newsletter? Visit 

our website at www.wardscorner.com for more 
information.  

 
  

Come join us at our next meeting! 

Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center 

Monday, October 21, 2019, 6:30 – 8:00 PM 

Regular Speakers: 

Martin Thomas, Vice Mayor, City of Norfolk 
Adale Martin, School Board, Ward 1 

William Old, NPD Community Resource Officer 

Guest Speakers: 

Elizabeth Lankford, Candidate Senate 6th District 
Phil Hernandez, Candidate House 100th District 

Steven Patton, Division Head of Park Maintenance 

 Dates to Remember 

Monday, October 21, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center, WCCL General Meeting 

Monday, November 18, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center, WCCL General Meeting 

Look for other important dates throughout the newsletter. 

http://www.wardscorner.com/
http://www.wardscorner.com/
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Meeting Minutes 

Membership Meeting, September 16,2019 

Civic League President Scott Guirlinger opened the 
meeting at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Paula Miller spoke about the upcoming Hampton 
Roads Bridge Tunnel expansion.  Construction is 

expected to start in late 2020 and continue through 
2025.  Two new tunnels will be dropped west of the 
existing tunnels.  All the trestles will be replaced, and 

the islands will be modified or expanded as required.  
More details can be found at 

www.hrbtexpansion.org.  

Vice Mayor Martin Thomas shared the details of the 

casino deal, which was only in a proposed state at 
the time. The city will sell a five-year option to the 
Pamunky tribe to purchase the 9 acres of parking lot 

between Harbor Park and the Amtrak station. The 
tribe is paying the city $125,000 per year until the 

casino opens. If the tribe purchases the land, it will 
be for a little less than $10 million. The city will also 

then receive 4% of annual revenue or $3 million, 
whichever is greater. The tribe could build either a 
commercial casino or a tribal casino. To build a 

commercial casino, the state needs to change the 
law to allow for such and are considering that now. 

To build a tribal casino, the tribe needs the (federal) 
Department of the Interior to designate the land as 

tribal lands, at which point it is no longer part of the 
United States and the tribe can build and do as it 

please. Concerns were raised about increased 
addition problems in the area and what happens if 
the tribe doesn't build or maintain a good product. 

Martin acknowledged the risks and sought input and 
feedback from residents. 

Adele Martin, Norfolk Public Schools Board member 
shared that they have hired an interim 
superintendent and have started a search for a 

permanent superintendent. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 
Halloween Decorating 

It’s that time of year! Get your Halloween 
decorations out. The Civic League will be judging 

homes on Saturday/Sunday, October 26/27. Be sure 
to have your lights on those days. We’ll be giving 
away two gift cards to Guads for the best 

decorations. 

 

Oyster Shell Recyling, 

by Brian Daniel 

Fall is here, 
which means 

Oyster Roast 
season is in full 

swing!  But 
what will you do 

with those old, 
dirty, stinky 
shells?   

The 
Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation’s Virginia Oyster Restoration Center 
(VAORC) needs your shells!  Their Oyster Shell 

Recycling Program turns 3,000 bushels of recycled 
shells each year into habitat for millions of future 
oysters planted in the Bay and its tributaries.  In 

fact, in 2018, thanks to CBF and partners like the 
City of Norfolk and the Elizabeth River Project 

(ERP), Norfolk’s own Lafayette River “became the 
first river in Virginia to meet oyster habitat 

restoration goals set for 10 tributaries across the 
Bay” (cbf.org).   

But there is still plenty of work to be done.  The 

Chesapeake Bay Oyster Alliance was formed to 
continue these efforts and has an ambitious goal of 

adding 10 BILLION oysters by 2025 in VA and MD 
waters (Chesapeakeoysteralliance.org).    

Want to help Save the Bay?  Contact Ashley Spyker 

(aspyker@cbf.org) prior to your next oyster roast, 
and she will ensure that you are given bushel 

baskets to collect those empty shells.  And after the 
event, CBF will come pick them up!  It doesn’t get 

any easier that that.  Or, if it’s a smaller event (or a 
personal roast), you can drop off your empty shells 
at one of the many locations in the area (such as 

the collection site at the Ernie Morgan 
Environmental Center near the Virginia Zoo on 

Granby). 

But what next?  These shells will make their way to 

the VAORC facility in Gloucester Point, where they 
will eventually be cleaned and sorted into mesh 
bags that will then be placed into huge saltwater 

tanks with millions of microscopic oyster larvae.  
The larvae attach to the shells to form “spat” (baby 

oysters).   

http://www.hrbtexpansion.org/
http://www.hrbtexpansion.org/
mailto:aspyker@cbf.org
mailto:aspyker@cbf.org
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Once the CBF staff 

verifies that the spat 
have set on the 

shells (see the dark 
circles on the shell in 

the picture on the 
left), they distribute 
the mesh bags to 

volunteer oyster 
gardeners who grow the oysters in cages suspended 

from their docks.   

After a year, these microscopic spat will have grown 

into oyster 
clusters (picture 
on the right), 

with each oyster 
large enough to 

filter 50 
GALLONS OF 

WATER PER DAY!  
CBF collects 
these grown 

oysters and places them on protected sanctuary reefs 
in our local rivers to improve water quality, thereby 

increasing sea grasses and allowing for habitat for 
blue crabs and dozens of species of fish like the 

beloved striped bass. 

So, please do your part and recycle those shells!  For 
more information, visit  https://www.cbf.org/how-

we-save-the-bay/programs-initiatives/virginia/oyster-
restoration/save-oyster-shell.html. 

 

From the City of Norfolk website: 

Celebrate Halloween Early at Virginia Zoo’s 

ZooBoo 

NORFOLK, VA: The most popular Virginia Zoo event 
is back! ZooBoo, the annual Halloween festival at the 

Zoo is two days again this year. 

On October 26 and 27 from 10 am to 5 pm, the Zoo 

turns into a fun fall delight with themed décor, 
costume contests, trick-or-treat stations, frightfully 
fun activities and crafts, and pumpkins for all of the 

animals to enjoy. 

Families are encouraged to come in costume and 

take part in educational activities such as the Mad 
Scientist Lab in the World of Reptiles classroom or 

visit the Enchanted Forest at the Zoo’s new Run Wild! 
Nature Discovery Zone. Be sure to catch a 

presentation at the ZooLive! Stage with your 

favorite animal ambassadors while the exhibits are 
filled with pumpkins for the other animals to enjoy. 

New this year, families can also enjoy an 
interactive Fun Bus on Saturday and take 

advantage of the Norfolk Admirals’ inflatable 
hockey rink during Sunday’s event. The YMCA of 
South Hampton Roads will also be hosting a 

children’s play area with other fun activities during 
both event days. 

Thanks to trick-or-treat station sponsors, the Zoo 
will pass out sustainably-produced candy and other 

treats. Sustainably-produced candy helps save 
orangutans and other endangered animals in the 
wild, which is why the Virginia Zoo buys only candy 

that is from companies who are members of the 
RSPO (Round Table on Sustainable Palm Oil) and 

are committed to using certified sustainable palm 
oil. The Zoo will also be selling reZoosable trick-or-

treat bags for just $1. 

Tickets are on sale for just $6 for Virginia Zoo 
members (ages 2 and up) and $18 for non-

members (ages 2 and up). Children under 2 are 
free. Cost does not include other amenities like the 

Zoo Train, bounce houses or food and beverages. 
Anyone who pre-purchases ZooBoo tickets before 

October 21st is also eligible to win free tickets to 
Haunted Hunt Club Farm. Winners are randomly 
selected and will be contacted via email. 

Purchase your ZooBoo tickets in advance online at 
virginiazoo.org/zooboo, by phone at 757-441-2374 

or at the Membership Office during regular Zoo 
hours. 

 

Holiday Art Installation to Light Up 
Downtown Norfolk 

Impulse Open to the Public Nov. 16 to Jan. 19 

NORFOLK, Va. — October 10, 2019 — Impulse, 
a participatory artwork featuring 12 glowing 

seesaws that emit light and sound when people 
climb aboard, will be lighting up Downtown Norfolk 

on the MacArthur Center Green from November 16 
until January 19, 2020. 

The exhibit, which is a collaborative venture 

between MacArthur Center and the Downtown 
Norfolk Council, is free and open to the public. 

Created by Lateral Office and CS Design in 
collaboration with the Quartier des Spectacles 

https://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/programs-initiatives/virginia/oyster-restoration/save-oyster-shell.html
https://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/programs-initiatives/virginia/oyster-restoration/save-oyster-shell.html
https://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/programs-initiatives/virginia/oyster-restoration/save-oyster-shell.html
https://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/programs-initiatives/virginia/oyster-restoration/save-oyster-shell.html
https://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/programs-initiatives/virginia/oyster-restoration/save-oyster-shell.html
https://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/programs-initiatives/virginia/oyster-restoration/save-oyster-shell.html
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Partnership in Montreal, Canada, Impulse features 12 

large seesaws that are fitted with LED lights and 
speakers. By interacting with the exhibit, visitors 

create dynamic and delightful waves of light and 
sound that add warmth to the winter’s short days 

and dark nights. 

The playful installation debuted in 2015 at the Place 
des Festivals in Montreal’s Quartier des Spectacles 

winter event, where the creators gave insight about 
their heartfelt and fun work. That interview is 

available here, courtesy of the Montreal Gazette. 
Impulse has since travelled worldwide to London, 

Brussels, Lugano, Scottsdale and Chicago’s Polk Bros 
Park at Navy Pier. 

“We’re delighted to collaborate with the Downtown 

Norfolk Council to bring this internationally-renowned 
art installation to our community for this year’s 

holiday season,” said Karen Husselbee, Marketing 
Director, MacArthur Center. “Impulse will get people 
of all ages outside to enjoy an artful experience 

along with friends and family and other members of 
our community. It will be a great way to alleviate the 

winter blues while participating in a truly unique 
community experience.” 

“We are always looking for opportunities to further 
enhance the Downtown Norfolk experience, and 
partnering with MacArthur Center to bring this first-

to-market art installation to the community was a no 
brainer,” said Jessica Kliner, Director of Marketing 

and Communications, Downtown Norfolk Council. 
“Adding Impulse to the already impressive season of 

holiday happenings Downtown reinforces us as the 
region’s premier destination for the holiday season.” 

The exhibit will be open seven days a week with 

special hours so it can be enjoyed during the day and 
in the evening when the seesaws are most 

illuminated. Hours are Sunday through Thursday 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. and Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 

11 p.m. 

 

Let a Dog Take You for a Stroll  

 Human Walk brings adoptable furballs downtown for 
lunchtime fun 

NORFOLK, VA – The Norfolk Animal Care and 
Adoption Center invites you to a furry midday break: 
come walk a dog on the City Hall Green! 

Join us and other local shelters as we strut our mutts 
in Downtown. Sniff out the shadiest trees. Witness 

the friskiest squirrels. Treat yourself and treat a 

fuzzbutt. Walk an adoptable dog outside on the 
grass. Pup gets a break from the shelter, you get a 

break from work. And maybe you both find a new 
best friend. 

October 24, 2019 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
City Hall Plaza 

Grassy area near the intersection of St. Pauls 
Boulevard and Main Street 

We provide the leash. You provide the love! 

About Norfolk Animal Care and Adoption 
Center 

The Norfolk Animal Care and Adoption Center is an 
open-admission shelter providing a safe haven for 

animals from the City of Norfolk. NACC’s efforts 
focus solely on local animals in need. Animals are 

never turned away, regardless of species, age, 
health, or temperament. NACC cares for 400 to 600 
animals each month, and more than 5,000 animals 

each year. 

For more information, 

visit https://www.norfolk.gov/260/Norfolk-Animal-
Care-Center, call 757-441-5505 or visit 5585 Sabre 

Road, Norfolk VA 23502. 

 

Victorian-era 5K Supports Norfolk’s 

Cemetery Conservation Efforts 

NORFOLK, VA – On October 19 at 5 p.m., the 
Norfolk Society for Cemetery Conservation (NSCC) 

and the Norfolk Bureau of Cemeteries invites lovers 
of local history and fitness enthusiasts of all ages to 

run or walk like a Victorian at the From Here to 
Eternity Twilight Run/Walk. This course takes place 

on roads and pathways in Norfolk’s historic West 
Point and Elmwood Cemeteries located at 238 E. 
Princess Anne Road. 

“Among the many races held in Hampton Roads, 
the “From Here to Eternity 5K” is very unique as 

the course takes runners through a historic 
cemetery and is more challenging because of the 

turns and terrain.  In addition to the fun and 
fitness, the race is also the primary fundraiser for 
the NSCC,” said Diane Ramsey, NSCC Board 

President. 

The 5K begins promptly at 5 p.m. Check-in and 

registration are from 3:30-4:30 p.m. This is a 
family and pet-friendly event where participants are 

https://evanslarson.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a972ca48a19ff207255e5703c&id=1ad994f74e&e=eeddecf932
https://evanslarson.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a972ca48a19ff207255e5703c&id=1ad994f74e&e=eeddecf932
https://www.norfolk.gov/Index.aspx?NID=260
https://www.norfolk.gov/Index.aspx?NID=260
https://www.norfolk.gov/260/Norfolk-Animal-Care-Center
https://www.norfolk.gov/260/Norfolk-Animal-Care-Center
https://www.norfolk.gov/260/Norfolk-Animal-Care-Center
https://www.norfolk.gov/260/Norfolk-Animal-Care-Center
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encouraged to dress in their best Victorian-era or 

favorite costume!  Costume contest is at 4:00 p.m.  

Online registration is available at 

https://www.norfolksocietyforcemeteryconservation.o
rg/from-here-to-eternity-5k until 9:00 p.m. October 
18, 2019. Registration fees includes a finisher medal, 

race shirt, after-race snack bag and beverages.  A 
$250 award will be given to one racer who finishes 

the race in 17 minutes or less.  Registration prices: 
Until 10-12-19, $25 Adults, $15 Children; 10-13-19 to 

10-18-19, Adults-$35, Children-$20. Day of the Race: 
Adults $50, Children $30. 

100% of proceeds support conservation efforts 

(supplies & volunteer support) in Norfolk’s eight 
municipal cemeteries. Conservation tasks include 

landscape maintenance, beautification projects, and 
monument restoration and cleaning. 

 

Save the Dates for Two Booklovers Events: 
Recycled Reads Used Book Sale and Books & 

Brew, Vino Too! 

NORFOLK, VA ─ Every fall, the Friends of the Norfolk 

Public Library offers booklovers thousands of books 
to browse at its Recycled Reads Used Book Sale and 
the opportunity to celebrate libraries at Books & 

Brew, Vino Too!. 

Both events will be held at the Slover Library, 235 E. 

Plume Street in downtown Norfolk, Virginia. Recycled 
Reads is free and open to the public during Slover 

Library’s operating hours Friday, November 8th 
through Sunday, November 10th. 

Books & Brew, Vino Too! kicks off at 7:00 p.m. on 

Friday, November 8th.  Tickets are $40 in advance or 
$45 at the door, and include food, beverages, live 

music by Guava Jam, and free valet parking. The 
Recycled Reads Used Book Sale will also be open for 
guests to shop during the party. Purchase tickets 

online at http://bit.ly/Books_Brew2019. Books & 
Brew, Vino Too! is sponsored by Croatan 

Investments, Slover Library Foundation, Guava Jam, 
and the Norfolk Public Library. 

All proceeds from both events benefit Norfolk Public 
Libraries through FNPL-sponsored programs such as 
Summer Reading, Tales to Tails, the annual Book 

Review Contest, and Little Free Libraries.  Friends of 
the Norfolk Public Library supports NPL’s mission to 

inspire a community of life-long learners and to 
Create a City of Readers. 

For more information, contact Jean Swartz, Friends 

of Norfolk Public Library President, at (757) 404-
2805, or email jjswartz@msn.com. 

 

Get Set to Vote! 

On Tuesday, November 5, all seats in the Virginia 
House of Delegates and Senate are up for grabs. 

Historically, ‘mid-term’ elections (between 
presidential elections) have low turnout so only a 
small percentage of Virginians vote for the people 

that set our state laws. Let’s break with mid-term 
tradition and make sure we all get to the polls on 

November 5, between 6:00am and 7:00pm and 
make our voices heard! 

 

Coming up in January 

Want to be more involved with the Wards Corner 
Civic League? Elections are coming up in January 

2020 and several board members are not planning 
to run. Consider being part of the board! 

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/Books_Brew2019
http://bit.ly/Books_Brew2019
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Treasurer’s Report 

  
  

ACCOUNT 

CHECKS CASH PAYPAL 

Beginning 

balances $1090.05  $30.00 $296.40 

Funds received  $0  $10.00 $75.28 

Funds deposited  $0 $0 0 

Funds dispersed $(191.04) $0 0 

Ending balances $899.01  $40.00 $371.68 

Total Ending 

Balance 
All Accounts $1310.69 

 

Treasurer’s notes:  

2 new and 7 renewed memberships 
$191.04 dispersed for annual picnic  

Important Numbers 

Police Non-Emergency 757-823-4433 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 

Police Red Sector 757-823-4450 

Norfolk Cares Call Center  
Call for:  Sewer Backup, Code 
Enforcement, Waste Management, 
Animal Control – everything else! 

757-664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

WCCL 2019 Board of Directors 

President Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 

1st VP Membership Socko Pearson 663-8878 
2nd VP Newsletter  Chris DePalma 641-2398 

Secretary Fred Baker 739-9815 

Treasurer Brian Daniel  575-3635 

Newsletter Editor 
 Carolyn 
DePalma 

641-2398 

Member-At-Large Liz Lockwood 685-6348 

Member-At-Large Dan Graves 617-2240 

 

 
 
 

Want your business to reach your 

neighbors? Place an ad in this 

newsletter – keep it local! 

Contact Socko Pearson @  

757-663-8878 


