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President’s Letter 
Summer is here! 
School is out, pools 
are open, tourists are 
here, and many locals 
are heading out on 
vacation. I hope you 
all have some fantastic 
summer plans and 
look forward to 
hearing about your 
adventures 
afterwards. I'm sure I 
will have a few good 
stories to share as 
well. 
We will once again host a summer social at Guads on 
July 24th. This is a great time to catch up with 
neighbors over some appetizers and drinks in a very 
informal setting. Please plan to join us - your new 
neighbors want to meet you and your old neighbors 
want to hear from you again. Also look for 
information coming soon on our annual potluck 
cookout in September. It's our biggest event each 

year and it's 
always great to 
see all of our 
neighbors young 
and old come 
together for a 
great day in the 
park. 
Our membership 
meeting this 
coming Monday, 
June 17th will be 
our last official 
meeting until 
September. We 
will host speakers 

from Fire-Rescue Station #9 (on Granby St across 
from Granby high school) who will present their 
short-term plans for a new training facility and 
long-term plans for a new fire station. I'm sure all 
of you have seen the beautiful new Fire-Rescue 
Station #12 (on W Little Creek Rd next to 
Starbucks) and can anticipate what a new station 
on Granby St might eventually look like.  

Come join us at our next meeting! 
Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center 

Monday, June 17, 2019, 6:30 – 8:00 PM 

Regular Speakers: 
Martin Thomas, Vice Mayor, City of Norfolk 

Adale Martin, School Board, Ward 1 
William Old, NPD Community Resource Officer 

Guest Speakers: 
Members of Fire-Rescue Station #9 

To our sister city of Virginia Beach: 
 We at Wards Corner stand with you. You are our families, 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers. The tragedy that 
devastated your community also left its mark on us. We lost 
one of our own, Richard Nettleton, a Talbot Park resident, to 
the horrific events of that day, and many of us have been 
personally touched by the loss of someone we knew. Today 
and always, we will have #LoveForVB.  
If anyone would like to donate, please go to 
https://www.unitedwayshr.org/vabeach or text  the keyword 
VABEACH to 41444.  Virginia Beach City Government is partnering 
with the United Way to take donations. 
 
Memorial items can be brought to Building 11 (Police Headquarters) 
at the Virginia Beach Municipal Center. 

https://www.unitedwayshr.org/vabeach
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Dates to Remember 
Saturday, June 29, 9:00 am, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center grounds, Adopt-A-Spot cleanup 
Wednesday, July 24, 6:00-8:00 pm, Guads at Granby, Summer Social 
Saturday, September 7, 12:00-3:00 pm, TBA, Annual WCCL Picnic 
Monday, September 16, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center, WCCL General 
Meeting 
See other scheduled dates throughout the newsletter! 
 
 

Please also join our community for two makeup 
cleanups later this month - Clean the Bay Day on 
June 22nd and Adopt-A-Spot on June 29th. Both 
start at 9:00am at the Wellness Center. We're 
looking forward to giving our neighborhood a fresh 
clean look as we head into the summer months. 
Please enjoy your summer. I look forward to seeing 
you at our upcoming gatherings and around the 
neighborhood in-between! 
Scott Guirlinger 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Wards Corner Civic League Membership Meeting 
May 20, 2019 

The meeting opened at 6:30 with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 21 members/visitors were in attendance. 
Officer Old briefed us on the pedestrian who was hit 
by a car at Greek Fest, and that there is an uptick in 
vehicle larceny attempts.   
Out featured Speaker, Steve Heritick, Delegate for 
the 79th district, spoke on the recent redistricting that 
places part of Wards Corner under his purview rather 
than under Jay Jones.  His update was simply stating 
that as Delegates, they see upwards of 3200 pieces 
of legislation every year.  Issues regarding our area 
are deep water dredging to allow larger ships access 
to the terminals, school staffing and counselling, 
improving the economic base for the region versus 
simply raising taxes, and many others.  One item of 
interest was that Portsmouth Terminals will be the 
staging ground for wind power projects. 
Martin Thomas spoke briefly with his latest news. 
The new Norfolk budget has approximately $2 million 
for the purchase of more blighted properties and 
hopes are that improvements will start soon. There 
was also $30 million allotted for residents in the St. 

Paul corridor to move with the assistance of 
vouchers, valid anywhere they wish to move.  
Midtown Shopping Center will have two new 
restaurants, Chipotle and Clean Eatz near the end 
of summer.   
WCCL First Vice President Socko Pearson updated 
everyone on the dates for the combined Clean the 
Bay Day and Adopt-a-Spot to be held on June 1. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.  
 

From the City of Norfolk website: 
Community Emergency 
Response Team 
The next Norfolk CERT class begins 

Tuesday, July 23 and runs for four consecutive 
Tuesdays, from 6:30pm-9:00pm at the Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC). The final graduation 
exercise takes place Saturday, August 17th. The 
address for the EOC is 3661 E. Virginia Beach Blvd., 
Norfolk, VA 23502.    
 
The Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) program trains volunteers to help 
themselves and others in the immediate aftermath 
of a disaster and to provide directed-assistance to 
public safety and City officials in the aftermath. 
We currently have several hundred Norfolk 
residents and employees who have completed 
Norfolk CERT training. The goal is to have trained 
volunteers in every neighborhood. 
Two Important Factors 
CERT recognizes two important factors in major 
disasters: 
There will be times when the number and scope of 
incidents can overwhelm conventional emergency 
services.  

https://www.norfolk.gov/index.aspx?NID=649
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A high number of victims, communication failures, 
road blockages, and flooding are among the 
impediments to quick fire and police response. 
Under these kinds of conditions, family members, 
fellow employees, and neighbors will spontaneously 
try to help each other. 
Basic Training for CERT Volunteers 
While people will respond to others in need without 
training, CERT provides basic training to help 
volunteers respond in an organized and safe manner, 
and to guide others in responding effectively and 
efficiently without placing themselves in unnecessary 
danger. CERT volunteers are taught an all-hazard 
approach, including how to:  
• Quickly evaluate a rescue situation; 
• Learn basic response skills; 
• Help in their neighborhood; 
• Shut off water and gas utilities; 
• Use a fire extinguisher; 
• Prevent injury or damage in their own home; and 
• Learn to triage and treat injuries. 
Completion of Training 
Upon completion of training, each person will receive 
a CERT Kit with preparedness items. 
Post Training 
Once trained, CERT volunteers are called on for other 
functions, including assisting at major city events and 
community outreach in preparedness. CERT 
volunteers also participate in city- and region-wide 
training exercises. 
How to Register 
If you would like more information regarding CERT or 
would like to register for an upcoming class contact: 
Scott Mahone, Deputy Coordinator Emergency 
Management, (757) 441-5619. 
To learn more, please check out the CERT website. 
CERT provides basic training is what to do when 
emergency professionals may not be available right 
away.  First Aid, Search and Rescue, Fire control, 
situational awareness  and preparedness are all a 
part of what you learn. After graduations, there are 
always options to volunteer with the CIty in support 
of lots of events to keep your training sharp and 
allow you to give to the community we all share. 
 
 

Medical Reserve Corps 
The Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) 
helps to strengthen communities by 
establishing a system for medical, 

health and community volunteers to offer their 
expertise throughout the year, as well as augment 
public health professionals during times of need. In 
an emergency, volunteers with a wide variety of 
skills are needed to assist with the public health 
response. Locally, the Norfolk Health Department is 
sponsors a MRC unit and invites medical and public 
health professionals and non-medical support 
volunteers to come together in supporting public 
health in our community.  
At the national level, the MRC is housed under 
the Department of Health and Human Services 
Assistant Secretary of Preparedness and 
Response and is recognized as the Division of the 
Civilian Medical Reserve Corps. 
Training 
Volunteers must be a minimum of 18 years old. In 
addition to responding to public health 
emergencies, volunteers may be called to assist 
with health education and outreach, flu clinics, first 
aid stations, and other special public health or 
community events. Training is provided free of 
charge and includes: 
Orientation 
Psychological first aid 
Incident Command System / National Incident 
Management System (ICS/NIMS) 
To learn more about how you can get involved, 
please check out the Virginia Medical Reserve 
Corps or call 757-683-2834. 
 

Skywarn 
Skywarn™ is the National Weather 
Service (NWS) program of trained 
volunteer severe weather spotters. 

Skywarn Spotters support their local community 
and government by providing the NWS and their 
local emergency managers with timely and 
accurate severe weather reports.  
These reports, when integrated with modern NWS 
technology, are used to inform communities of the 
proper actions to take as severe weather 
threatens.  

https://www.ready.gov/community-emergency-response-team
https://mrc.hhs.gov/pageViewFldr/About/MRCProgram
https://mrc.hhs.gov/pageViewFldr/About/MRCProgram
https://mrc.hhs.gov/pageViewFldr/About/MRCProgram
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/mrc/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/mrc/
https://www.skywarn.org/
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Skywarn training classes are held each Spring prior 
to hurricane and tornado season. For information on 
class dates and locations, please contact Scott 
Mahone at (757) 441-5619. 
 
Norfolk Residents Get a New ‘Challenge’ at 
Lafayette Park 
The course tests users’ speed, agility, strength and 
balance as they conquer climbing nets, floating 
boards, ninja steps, half-rounds and blocking 
dummies. 

NORFOLK, VA – Norfolk residents have a new way to 
get fit at Lafayette Park. Recreation, Parks and Open 
Space (RPOS) is proud to announce a new Challenge 
Course located at 3500 Granby Street. The course 
tests users’ speed, agility, strength and balance as 
they conquer climbing nets, floating boards, ninja 
steps, half-rounds and blocking dummies.  The 
timing system allows users to race against the clock, 
as well as others. A ribbon cutting for the course will 
take place on June 15, 2019 at 10am. 
Deon Graham, a Naval officer, two-time American 
Ninja Warrior competitor and Norfolk resident has 
volunteered to put residents up to a challenge. After 
the ribbon cutting, Deon will run through the course 
and give attendees an opportunity to try to beat his 
time. Want to check out Deon racing through the 
course? Visit the Norfolk RPOS Facebook page. 
“Norfolk’s new Pro Challenge course redefines 
outdoor fitness and recreation in the region with a 
combination of exciting obstacle course elements like 
those seen on the television show American Ninja 
Warrior or a turfed football training camp. The course 
provides an innovative way for our residents to 
incorporate fitness in their lifestyle,” said Darrell 
Crittendon, Director of RPOS. 
In addition to the challenging full body workout, an 
adjacent two-lane 40-yard dash allows users to race 
and enjoy fun, friendly competition, and outdoor 
physical activity. 
The course has won a designation as a Playcore 
Adult Fitness National Demonstration Site and 
provides new vitality to the 35th street park 
entrance, reconnecting the park with the Park Place 
neighborhood. 
For more information visit, Norfolk.gov/play. 
 

Slover Library to Host Live Chat with NASA 
Astronaut from the International Space 
Station 

NORFOLK, VA — Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
walked on the Moon on July 20, 1969. Who will be 
the Space explorers 50 years from now and what 
will they be exploring? Slover Library will help local 
students, as well as those across the country, be 
inspired to play a role in this future challenge. 
The Slover Library in Norfolk, Virginia will be the 
host site for a live downlink event from the 
International Space Station (ISS) on August 9, 
2019 during a 20-minute time period when 
astronauts can communicate live with Earth by 
sending data through a set of satellites to antennas 
on the ground. As a part of the ISS’s Expedition 60, 
the connection will be made with the astronaut 
between 12 – 2 p.m. EST. 
Approximately 200 young space enthusiasts will 
convene in Slover Library’s 6th floor Community 
Engagement Room to ask NASA Astronaut Christina 
Koch questions about what it is like to live in 
space.  Koch will be setting the record for the 
longest consecutive days a woman has been in 
space during this expedition, with a mission 
scheduled to last 328 days. 
Students will also participate in many space-
related, hands-on STEM activities. The local kids at 
Slover Library and other Norfolk Public Libraries will 
be joined by children from libraries all over the 
country, thanks to this exciting NASA education 
program and its connection to Space Science 
Institute’s STAR Library Network (STAR NET) and 
its NASA@ My Library program. These programs 
are managed by SSI’s National Center for 
Interactive Learning (NCIL). 
Spanning Expedition 59 and Expedition 60, the ISS 
crew members will spend more than six months 
conducting about 250 science investigations in 
fields such as biology, Earth science, human 
research, physical sciences, and technology 
development. Seventy-five of the investigations are 
new and have never been performed in space. 
Some of the investigations are sponsored by 
the U.S. National Laboratory on the space station, 
which Congress designated in 2005 to maximize its 
use for improving quality of life on Earth. 
Highlights of upcoming investigations the crew will 
support include devices that mimic the structure 

https://esc.gsfc.nasa.gov/tdrs
https://www.nasa.gov/iss-science/
https://www.issnationallab.org/
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and function of human organs, free-flying robots, 
and an instrument to measure Earth’s distribution of 
carbon dioxide. 
Slover Library was selected for this program because 
of its strong attachment to the Space Science 
community. The library previously hosted STAR Net’s 
Discover NASA exhibit and is currently partnered with 
Old Dominion University and the Virginia Space Grant 
Consortium to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
moon landing through an intergenerational contest, 
“Voyages and Discoveries: Cross-Generational 
Reflections on the Significance of Space Exploration.” 
STEM and technology education is a library focus and 
technology is a strength of Slover Library in 
particular. The goals of the in-flight program are to: 
  • Inspire youth and adults about human space 
exploration.  
  • Learn about the important role that the 
International Space Station serves as a stepping-
stone to human exploration on the Moon and on 
Mars, and why and how NASA scientists and 
engineers explore our Universe. 
  • Discover that libraries are physical and virtual 
information sources about people, STEM topics, and 
the world we live in. 
To learn more about Expedition 60 and its crew, click 
here. 
To learn more about the 50th Anniversary Moon 
Landing Contest, click here.  
 

Adopt-A-Spot Time 
Please join us and help clean up our WCCL Adopt-a-
Spot, the field adjacent to the Norfolk Fitness and 
Wellness Center. Meet us there for our next cleanup 
on Saturday, June 29, 9:00 am. Bring your gloves; 
bags, and pick-up tools will be provided. Dogs are 
welcome and we hope to see you there!  

 
Visit our Website! 

 
Can’t find what you want in the newsletter? Visit our 
website at www.wardscorner.com for more 
information.  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
April 2019 

  
  

ACCOUNT 
CHECKS CASH PAYPAL 

Beginning 
balances $1381.93  $30.00 $258.76 
Funds received  $0  $0 $18.82 
Funds deposited  $0 $0 0 
Funds dispersed $0 $0 0 
Ending balances $1381.93  $30.00 $277.58 
Total Ending 
Balance 
All Accounts $1670.69 

 
Treasurer’s notes:  
2 New/Renewed PayPal membership fees ($10.00 -
0.59 fee) = $18.82 
 

It’s Summertime! 
The months have sped by and summer has arrived. 
The Wards Corner Civic League will be taking its 
usual break for the summer after our June 17th 
meeting. We will not hold membership meetings in 
either July or August, but will resume again on 
September 16 at the usual place and time.  
Please join us at our social events before the next 
meeting: 
Wednesday, July 24, 6:00-8:00 pm, Guads at 
Granby. Come for food, fun, and a chance to meet 
more of your neighbors. Appetizers will be provided 
along with happy hour drink prices. We hope to see 
you there!  
WCCL Annual Picnic, September 7, 12:00-3:00pm. 
Venue still to be determined. Bring the family! We’ll 
also be looking for volunteers. More information to 
follow on the Wards Corner website and on 
Nextdoor. 

Newsletter on Break 
During our summer hiatus, we will not be 
producing Crossroads, the WCCL newsletter. 
Please look for your next newsletter in mid-
September. And if you are not receiving our 
newsletter through your email and would like 
to, please visit www.wardscorner.com and 
follow the directions for signing up. 

https://www.nasa.gov/tissue-chips
https://www.nasa.gov/astrobee
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/research/experiments/explorer/Investigation.html?#id=1786
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/research/experiments/explorer/Investigation.html?#id=1786
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/expeditions/expedition60/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/expeditions/expedition60/index.html
https://www.sloverlibrary.com/50th-anniversary-moon-landing-contest
http://www.wardscorner.com/
http://www.wardscorner.com/


 
Wards Corner Civic League            Crossroads 

June 2019                                           www.wardscorner.com   6 

Important Numbers 

Police Non-Emergency 757-823-4433 
Pace Officer 252-207-4361 
Police Red Sector 757-823-4450 
Norfolk Cares Call Center  
Call for:  Sewer Backup, Code 
Enforcement, Waste Management, 
Animal Control – everything else! 

757-664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

WCCL 2019 Board of Directors 

President Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 
1st VP Membership Socko Pearson 663-8878 
2nd VP Newsletter  Chris DePalma 641-2398 

Secretary Fred Baker 739-9815 
Treasurer Brian Daniel  575-3635 

Newsletter Editor  Carolyn DePalma 641-2398 
Member-At-Large Liz Lockwood 685-6348 
Member-At-Large Dan Graves 617-2240 

 
 
 
 

Want your business to reach your 
neighbors? Place an ad in this 

newsletter – keep it local! 
Contact Socko Pearson @  

757-663-8878 
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