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Wards Corner Civic League 

Crossroads 
Serving:  Academy Terrace, Colony Point, Hariton Gardens, 
Merridale, Pinehurst, Restmere, Rose Gardens, Sussex of Norfolk, 
Virginia Gardens, Wards Corner and Wexford Terrace 
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Dates to Remember 
Monday, September 17, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center: WCCL General Meeting 
Wednesday, September 26, 6:00 – 7:30 pm, Workforce Development Center: Wards Corner Plan 
Community Presentation 
Monday, October 15, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center: WCCL General Meeting 
Monday, November 19, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center: WCCL General Meeting 
 
 

President’s Letter 
I hope you all have 
had a good summer. 
It's been great to see 
many of you at our 
summer socials at 
Guads in July and 
August and at our 
annual picnic this 
month. Thank you to 
everyone who came 
out, to everyone who 
brought a side dish, 
and to all of our 
volunteer chefs, 
greeters, and other 
laborers (especially Liz 
Lockwood!) who 
helped make it another great success. Thank you 
also to those who volunteered installing and 
recollecting all of the flags for our Independence Day 
display along Newport Avenue, Little Creek Road, 
and Ruthven Road. 
We've tried to listen to feedback from all of you and 
have kept our ears to the ground around the 
neighborhood to ensure we're providing you with the 
information that you find most valuable at our 
upcoming meetings. Starting this month, we have an 
open invitation to our new Ward 1 school board 
representative Adale Martin to provide us with 
regular school updates at each meeting, similar to 
the general city updates provided by Ward 1 
councilman Martin Thomas. (Also, congratulations to 

Martin on his 
election by the 
council to Vice 
Mayor.) 
We have also 
heard from many 
on concerns and 
confusion 
surrounding the 
plans for bike 
lanes proposed to 
be installed in 
and around our 
neighborhood in 
the near future. 
We have lined up 
some speakers 
for our October 

meeting who should be able to educate us all on 
more of the details of how bike lanes are designed 
and the features that tend to make them more and 
less usable. I hope you can all join us for a 
productive discussion on October 15th. 
I look forward to seeing all of you this coming 
Monday at our meeting, where we will hear 
updates from many city officials on what has been 
taking place over the summer and what we can 
look forward to this fall. We will also hear from 
Susan Platt with the cemeteries. Perhaps you can 
learn a few spooky facts about Norfolk's cemeteries 
just in time for Halloween next month. 

Scott Guirlinger 

Come join us at our next meeting! 
Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center 

Monday, September 17, 2018, 6:30 – 8:00 PM 

Regular Speakers: 
Martin Thomas, Vice Mayor, City of Norfolk 

Adale Martin, School Board, Ward 1 
William Old, NPD Community Resource Officer 

Guest Speakers: 
Susan Platt, Public Information, Norfolk Bureau of 

Cemeteries  
Rick Dempsey, Civil Engineer, Department of Utilities 
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Wards Corner Civic League Membership 
Meeting, June 18, 2018 
The meeting opened at 6:32 with the Pledge of 
Allegiance 
Officer Old provided the following update: 
• WC Business Districts has reports of stolen 

personalized license plates, recommends 
purchasing tamperproof screws for your plates. 

• Robbery 200 block W Little Creek – Suspect 
Charged 

• Aggravated Assault 7800 block Restmere – CPS 
Case 

Scott Gurlinger provided an update from Rick 
Dempsey, stating that sewer work is beginning on 
the 600 blocks Maycox and Burleigh, repair of 500 
block Burleigh, and some parts of Ruthven, South of 
Little Creek Road. 
Mel Price and Art Collins of Westport Collins advised 
that Ryan Homes will be continuing the construction 
on the new residential units at Westport Commons.   
They explained that there will be 15 new units, and 
there is a 9.9% increase in open space with new 
designs approved by the Architectural Review Board.  
Construction for new utilities, the clubhouse, and 
piers for the kayak launch are underway over the 
summer. 
Mayor Kenny Alexander spoke about many subjects, 
starting with the budget.  Topics included money 
earmarked to buy blighted properties in Wards 
Corner for eventual demolitions and upgrade.  He 
spoke about loan payments used for schools, 
libraries, courthouse, and Light Rail finally coming 
due.  There will be an increase to property tax 
beginning in July.  He held a question and answer 
period where he spoke on regional partnerships both 
attempted, and some that are currently being 
implemented; the mayor did not specify what they 
would be. He also spoke on sea level rise  and the 
Elizabeth River Trail. 
Scott gave an update about the playground 
paperwork being filed, spoke towards our efforts on 
our new Adopt-a-Spot, and notified the members 
that we were putting out flags for Independence 
Day. He reminded everyone about the social events 
we had over the summer:  two socials at Guads, and 
our WCCL picnic in September. 

We also were advised that Razzo’s Restaurant has 
been approved to occupy the old Fire Station #12 
and turn it into a local eatery; more information 
and scheduling to follow.  The new Fire Station 
#12 is now occupied and operational. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

  
  

ACCOUNT 
 CHECKING PAYPAL 
 Beginning balance $1,400.42  $14.10 
 Funds received 

(cash/check)* $250.00  0 
 Funds received (PayPal)  0  0   

Funds deposited (cash) $10.00   
Funds dispersed $578.49 0  
Ending balance $1,031.93  $32.92 

 Cash on hand = $40.00 
Funds received = $150.00 ads; $50 SPCL (social); 
$50 dues 
Funds dispersed = $170, $200 socials; $25.98 
newsletter holders; $182.51 picnic 
 
Summer Socials 
We had a great turnout at both of our summer 
socials, held at Guads at Granby on Wednesday, 
July 11, and Wednesday, August 15, in lieu of our 
summer meetings.  The Suburban Park Civic 
League joined us for August event.  Good food and 
good conversation was had by all who attended!  
 
Adopt-a-Spot 
Our assigned Adopt-a-Spot is the green 
space/grounds of the Norfolk Fitness and Wellness 
Center. Our next Adopt-a-Spot day has been 
scheduled for Saturday, November 17, at 9:00 am. 
Please join us and help keep Norfolk beautiful! 
  

Become a member!  
Dues are $10.00 per household per year. You 

can pay Treasurer Brian Daniel by cash or check 
at the next meeting or go to wardscorner.com 

and pay via PayPal. 
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September Picnic 
Our WCCL picnic, held September 8 at the North 
Shore playground was also well-attended. Many 
thanks to all of our members who helped, 
participated, and brought food. A special thanks to 
board member Liz Lockwood for all of her hard work 
in planning and shopping for the event! 
 

 
Board member Fred Baker is hard at work as the 
picnic grill master.  
 
Hurricane Season 
 

 
 
As we in Hampton Roads breathe a sigh of relief that 
Hurricane Florence made her way south of us, we 
also send our thoughts and prayers to our North and 
South Carolina neighbors. As anyone who has been 
watching the coverage is aware, Florence has and is 
continuing to have devastating impact on the states 
south of us. If you do feel moved to give, please 
make sure you are giving to a reputable charity, as 
unfortunately, disasters bring out the scammers as 
well as the charitable. 

Please keep in mind that hurricane season 
continues through November 30.  Some items from 
the Norfolk website: 
• Know your evacuation route by going to 

KnowYourZone.org. 
• Register for Norfolk Alerts to get information on 

your phone (Norfolk.gov) 
• Get tips and information about Hurricanes and 

Nor’easters (Norfolk.gov)  

Community Meeting for Wards Corner 
Commercial Area Plan 

The city’s final vision and plan for the Wards Corner 
commercial area is now in place. The last 
community presentation of the plan will be held 
Wednesday, September 26, 6:00 – 7:30 pm at the 
Workforce Development Center at 201 E. Little 
Creek Road (Kroger shopping center).  

This plan is a comprehensive look at the future of 
Wards Corner. All are welcome to attend! 
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WCCL Board of Directors 

President Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 
1st VP 

Membership Socko Pearson 663-8878 

2nd VP 
Newsletter  Chris DePalma 641-2398 

Secretary Fred Baker 739-9815 

Treasurer Brian Daniel  575-3635 

Newsletter Editor  Carolyn 
DePalma 641-2398 

Member-At-Large Liz Lockwood 685-6348 

Member-At-Large Dan Graves 617-2240 
  
 

 
Important Numbers 

 
Police Non-Emergency 757-823-4433 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 
Police Red Sector 757-823-4450 
Norfolk Cares Call Center  
Call for:  Sewer Backup, Code 
Enforcement, Waste 
Management, Animal Control – 
everything else! 

757-664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 
 

nextdoor.com    wardscorner.com  
 

Want your business to reach your 
neighbors? Place an ad in this 

newsletter – keep it local! 
 

Contact Socko Pearson @ 757-663-8878 


