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Wards Corner Civic League 

Crossroads 
Serving:  Academy Terrace, Colony Point, Hariton Gardens, 
Merridale, Pinehurst, Restmere, Rose Gardens, Sussex of Norfolk, 
Virginia Gardens, Wards Corner and Wexford Terrace 
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Dates to Remember 
Monday, March 19, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center:  WCCL General Meeting 
Monday, April 16, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center:  WCCL General Meeting 
Saturday, April 21, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm (April 28 Rain Day), Newport Avenue: Keep Norfolk Beautiful 
Tuesday, May 1, 7:00 am – 7:00 pm, Your voting precinct:  Election Day for City Council and School 
Board 

President’s Letter 
Dear Neighbors, 
For the first time in the 
history of Ward 1, we 
will vote for our own 
school board 
representative. Given 
that our ward currently 
has no representation 
on the school board, 
this is a big deal. We 
have two viable 
candidates running in 
the May 1st election: Nicole Carry and Adale Martin. I 
am proud to say that both reside and work in 
Norfolk. We have invited both to our upcoming 
meeting and anticipate a lively discussion on current 
issues facing our public school system. I strongly 
encourage all parents of current students to attend. 
Even if you do not yet, no longer, or never will have 
children in the public school system, I encourage you 
to attend as well. The success of our local schools 
has a direct impact on our neighborhood and our 
city. Please bring your questions and ideas to share! 
Also, before our school board candidate forum, I 
encourage everyone to review the school system’s 

budget and/or the superintendent’s presentation of 
the budget. Both are available on the Norfolk Public 
School website for public review. The latest city 
manager’s update included a helpful 5-page 
summary; it is available at 
www.norfolk.gov/index.aspx?NID=3823. For 
concerned parents and citizens, there are public 
hearings on the budget scheduled for March 14th at 

Southside STEM 
Academy and 
March 21st at 
Central Admin; 
both start at 
7:00pm. 
Looking to get 
more active in 
Norfolk Public 
Schools beyond 
your local PTA? 
Norfolk GAINS is 
a community-
based advocacy 

group working to guide and support our public 
schools. They work to preserve funding for Norfolk 
Public Schools and explore ways to improve the 
quality of public education within the city. A recent 
example is their support of a bill in the Virginia 
Senate which proposed making local school boards 
responsible for setting their school calendar and 
determining the opening day of the school year. It 
would have eliminated the post-Labor Day opening 
requirement for all Hampton Roads schools, a 
requirement that is not imposed on other regions in 
Virginia. Unfortunately, the bill was continued and 
effectively killed. Still, Norfolk GAINS has pledged 

to continue their effort to see such legislation put 
into effect. For more information, visit 
http://www.norfolkgains.org/. 
Finally, our beloved city councilman and neighbor, 
Martin Thomas, is running unopposed in the 
upcoming election. Martin is a vocal advocate for 
both the neighborhood and business district of 
Wards Corner and I think I speak for all of us that 

Come join us at our next meeting! 
Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center 

Monday, March 19, 2018, 6:30 – 8:00 PM 

Guest Speakers:  
Candidates for Ward 1 School Board 

Nicole Carry • Adale Martin 
Civil Engineer, Department of Utilities 

Rick Dempsey 

http://www.norfolk.gov/index.aspx?NID=3823
http://www.norfolkgains.org/
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we are glad to have him as our ally and elected 
representative. Martin is a man of the people, so if 
you have concerns that warrant city council 
attention, please do reach out to him. I have 
personally always found him to be very pragmatic in 
his approach to issues facing our city, ward, and 
neighborhood. 
Spring is nearly here! I look forward to seeing many 
of you outside and around the neighborhood with 
warmer weather approaching. As always, please 
don’t hesitate to contact myself or any other board 
members with your ideas, questions, or concerns.  
Thank you for being a part of our great 
neighborhood! 
Scott Guirlinger 
 

Wards Corner Civic League –  
Membership Meeting February 26, 2017 

Opened 6:40pm with pledge of Allegiance 
Officer Old was not in attendance; however, he sent 
in his update.  No major incidents were reported, 
with no updates on any of last month’s report.  Our 
speaker was Lacie Weaver with Keep Norfolk 
Beautiful (KNB), a division of the City of Norfolk 
Public Works Department.  Their office is located 
next to the Norfolk Zoo, where they are responsible 
for cleanup and recycling events held there.  KNB 
also participates in the Great American Cleanup.  She 
reminded us that April 18, 2018 is Keep Norfolk 
beautiful Day, and is also the day before Earth Day.  
If you are interested in registering or joining a group 
to clean an area, or seeing more information on 
recycling and other clean up opportunities, please 
visit this link (https://www.norfolk.gov) 
Our next item was voting on two changes to the 
bylaws: 
• Adding a line that will “allow up to three (3) 

Board Members at Large” to be elected as 
needed.  Passed – no dissenting votes 

• Voting to remove Article VI – Paragraph 2, the 
detailed description of responsibilities as shown 
for Vice Presidents on the Board.  The duties 
listed were made irrelevant by changes in the 
newsletter distribution and updating of payment 
and membership methods. Passed – no 
dissenting votes. 

President Scott Gurlinger asked for volunteers to 
help with the North Shore Playground 
Improvements Committee. Topics presently being 
considered are drainage, new equipment, cleanup 
and updating of the playground.  If interested, 
contact any Board Member.   
Councilman Martin Thomas spoke regarding the 
following updates: 
• The new Sentara Facility on Granby has begun 

construction.    
• McDonalds Garden Center will be returning to 

Midtown Shopping Center for the summer.   
• Razzo is attempting to purchase the old Fire 

Station #12 once the new station is completed 
and hopefully offer a new restaurant to our 
area.   

Councilman Thomas then opened up a question 
and answer period where he answered questions 
about the Midtown Shopping center.  He talked 
about the fact that Norfolk has spent several years 
in a boom, spending on improvements, but now, 
with less funding available, will be in a period of 
maintenance with much less spending.  He also 
briefly answered questions about Norfolk Airport, 
Kroger, Sam’s Club, the Tide, and some of the 
Wards Corner Business District meeting 
discussions. 
We closed with brief discussions on the upcoming 
Elections, WCCL membership, and the new option 
for payment online at www.wardscorner.com. 
Meeting Adjourned 7:55 pm. 
 
Meeting follow up:   
• An email was sent to Officer Old to advise of 

repeat offenders that illegally park on their 
lawns in two areas of Wards Corner.  He has 
since followed up on these, issued tickets, and 
will continue to monitor.   

• Officer Old also mentioned in email 
correspondence that he talked with NFWC 
management and although open, the indoor 
pool will need replacing within two years. 

 
 
  
Join us! Dues are $10.00 per household per year. 

You can pay Treasurer Brian Daniel by cash or check 
at the next meeting or go to wardscorner.com and 

pay via PayPal. 

https://www.norfolk.gov/index.aspx?NID=2376
http://www.wardscorner.com/
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Treasurer’s Report 

  
  

ACCOUNT 
 CHECKING PAYPAL 
 Beginning balance $1,270.42  0 
 Funds received 

(cash/check) $70.00  0 
 Funds received (PayPal)  $80.00  *$84.69   

Funds dispersed 0 ($80.00)  
Ending balance $1,420.42  $4.69  

 Cash on hand = $10  
*9 members x $9.41 transferred to checking 

Team Up 2 Clean Up 
Brian Daniel, Wards Corner Civic League Treasurer 
What:  Neighborhood Litter Cleanup 
When:  April 21, 9 am – 12 pm (April 28 Rain Day) 
Where:  Near Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center, 
7300 Newport Avenue 

Please join me on Saturday, April 21, from 9 AM to 
12 PM to help clean our neighborhood!  A site will be 
set up along Newport Ave, just south of the NFWC, 
where we will meet at 8:45 AM to sign in, go over 
some rules, and hand out necessary items such as 

trash bags and litter grabbers.  The goal is to pick 
up litter around the area, primarily in the three 
spots indicated on this map: along the Newport Ave 
wetlands (bring muck boots if interested), the 
field/green space north of the NFWC, and along the 
new nature trail behind Granby Elementary School.   
Sign up at norfolk.gov/knb (let them know the 
above site information) or email me directly at 
brian.daniel71@gmail.com.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk News Bits 
Just a few bits of news from the city: 

• Arriving in May 2081, a 137-foot high Ferris 
Wheel is coming to Waterside District. 

• The Norfolk Zoo has a new baby!  Athena, a 
Hartmann’s mountain zebra, was born March 5, 
2018. Her birth is important, as these zebras 
are threatened in the wild. 

• A new bike share program is coming to town! 
In April, Norfolk will be the first city in Virginia 
to launch Pace, a bike sharing program.  For 
more information, click HERE or go to 
https://issuu.com/norfolk/docs/2015_norfolk_st
rategic_bike_ped_pla 

mailto:brian.daniel71@gmail.com
https://issuu.com/norfolk/docs/2015_norfolk_strategic_bike_ped_pla
https://issuu.com/norfolk/docs/2015_norfolk_strategic_bike_ped_pla
https://issuu.com/norfolk/docs/2015_norfolk_strategic_bike_ped_pla


 
Wards Corner Civic League            Crossroads 

March 2018                                           www.wardscorner.com   4 

Remember to Vaccinate Your Pets! 
A raccoon killed by a dog in the Roland Park area has 
tested positive for rabies. The city of Norfolk 
recommends the following: 
• Keep your pets’ vaccinations up-to-date. 
• Keep pets confined to home and yar. 
• Keep your yards free of food. 
• Do not handle, touch, or take in stray or wild 

animals. 
• Report any animal bites or scratches  
For more information, contact the Environmental 
Health Division of the Norfolk Department of Public 
Health at 757-683-2712. 

Norfolk’s Real Estate Tax Relief 
Applications can be submitted to Norfolk’s Real 
Estate Tax Relief Program for Senior or Disabled 
residents through June 1 for 2018. Norfolk 
homeowners who meet the following criteria may 
quality for tax relief or deferment of taxes if: 
• 65 or older, ort totally and permanently disabled 
• Living in the property 
• Combined income o everyone living in the home 

does not exceed $67,000/year 
• Home value is $350,000 or less 
For more information, click HERE or go to 
https://www.norfolk.gov/seniortaxrelief  

WCCL Board of Directors 

President Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 
1st VP 

Membership Socko Pearson 663-8878 

2nd VP 
Newsletter  Chris DePalma 641-2398 

Secretary Fred Baker 739-9815 

Treasurer Brian Daniel  575-3635 

Newsletter Editor  Carolyn 
DePalma 641-2398 

Member-At-Large Liz Lockwood 685-6348 

Member-At-Large Dan Graves 617-2240 
  

nextdoor.com    wardscorner.com 

Important Numbers 

Police Non-Emergency 757-823-4433 
Pace Officer 252-207-4361 
Police Red Sector 757-823-4450 
Norfolk Cares Call Center  
Call for:  Sewer Backup, Code 
Enforcement, Waste 
Management, Animal Control – 
everything else! 

757-664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 
 

Want your business to reach 
your neighbors? Place an ad!  

 
Contact Socko Pearson @ 663-8878 

https://www.norfolk.gov/seniortaxrelief
https://www.norfolk.gov/seniortaxrelief

