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Wards Corner Civic League 

Crossroads 
Serving:  Academy Terrace, Colony Point, Hariton Gardens, 
Merridale, Pinehurst, Restmere, Rose Gardens, Sussex of Norfolk, 
Virginia Gardens, Wards Corner and Wexford Terrace 
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President’s Message 
A recent report done by WVEC's Philip Townsend 
highlighted the past and present of our Ward's 
Corner business district. A reference to the 
comprehensive plan was made and the report stated 
that a Walmart or similar discount retailer may be a 
driving force in revitalization. This confused some of 
our residents, who may not have realized that the 
Walmart described in the comprehensive plan is the 
one that now stands in Southern Shopping Center on 
Tidewater Drive. We are not seeking the building of 
another Walmart in the greater Ward's Corner area. 
If you have not already seen it, or have not viewed it 
lately, the comprehensive plan for Ward's Corner is 
posted online at WardsCornerNow.com (full link is at 
the bottom of this message). Mayor Alexander and 
Councilman Thomas have both requested that the 
comprehensive plan be reviewed and updated. If you 
read through it you should be able to see why; there 
are many parts of it that are now outdated. Big box 
retail was thought to be the next big thing when the 
current plan was written, and now we're witnessing 
as one big box after the other closes as sales 
continue to shift online. 
I agree that we need solid investments in our 
commercial corridor that will last beyond the short 
term. But we must also come to grips with the fact 
that nowadays good long term investments may not 
equate with traditional retail. We need to be open-
minded to all opportunities, use a discerning but 
realistic lens, and not get stuck trying to make Wards 
Corner the "Times Square of the South" again. That 
catchphrase was coined more than fifty years ago! 

 
I recommend that we look ahead, not behind, and 
focus on how we can make Ward's Corner the 
"Square of the Future", for our generations as well 
as those that come after us. Maybe we need a new 
catchphrase, one better than I have suggested 
here. Do you have a suggestion that's modern, 
catchy, and appropriate? Send it to the civic league 
and maybe we can pass it around to others and 
come to find ourselves with a more modern identity 
around which to rally our neighborhood. 
Finally, I would like to thank Ray Duron for his 
many, many years of service as the treasurer of 
our civic league. If you've been to any of our civic 
league meetings then you know Ray. He has 
always been reliable, not only in keeping our books 
but also for helping set up our meeting room at 
every meeting. We're lucky and honored to call Ray 
a neighbor and wish him nothing but the best as he 
takes some time to focus on his health. Our search 
for a new treasurer is now underway; please let us 
know if you are interested in volunteering. 
Thank you, 
Scott Guirlinger 
View Philip Townsend's report here: 
http://www.13newsnow.com/news/community/bre
athing-new-life-into-norfolks-wards-
corner/465230494 
Access Ward's Corner Comprehensive here: 
https://wardscornernow.files.wordpress.com/2007/
10/greaterwards_report_lr.pdf 
  

Come join us! Our next meeting: 
Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center 
Monday, September 18, 2017, 6:45 – 8:00 PM 

With guest speakers: 
Joe Baron, Sheriff, City of Norfolk  Rick Dempsey, Civil Engineer, Department of Utilities 

http://www.13newsnow.com/news/community/breathing-new-life-into-norfolks-wards-corner/465230494
http://www.13newsnow.com/news/community/breathing-new-life-into-norfolks-wards-corner/465230494
http://www.13newsnow.com/news/community/breathing-new-life-into-norfolks-wards-corner/465230494
https://wardscornernow.files.wordpress.com/2007/10/greaterwards_report_lr.pdf
https://wardscornernow.files.wordpress.com/2007/10/greaterwards_report_lr.pdf
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning Balance   $2,702.36 
   + funds received $35.00   
   - funds disbursed  $509.06  

Ending Balance   $2,228.31 

 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 
Pace Officer 252-207-4361 
Police Red Sector 664-6914 
Code Enforcement 664-6532 
Environmental Health 683-2712 
Sewer Backup  823-1000 
Waste Management (Call here 
for large pickups) 441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call Center 
(Don’t know what office to 
call on the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 
 

Wards Corner 10K 
The 2nd Annual Wards Corner 10K will take place on 
October 14, 2017. The route will include the Wards 
Corner, Talbot Park, and Granby neighborhoods and 
affect traffic between 8:00 and 10:00 am.  The 
course will start and finish at the Church of the 
Ascension on Talbot Park Road, and will proceed 
south on Newport Avenue. North Shore Road, 
Maycox Avenue, Ruthven Road, Colony Point Road, 
and Millbrook Road will also be affected, with traffic 
periodically restricted to allow runners to pass. Please 
be aware of runners and cross only when there is an 
opening if your intersection does not have a crossing 
guard. We appreciate your patience and if you are 
interested in participating, volunteering, or 
sponsoring this event, contact us or visit 
www.wardscorner10k.com. We are expecting around 
600 of your friends and neighbors to participate in 
this event to raise money for Samaritan House, 
whose mission is to foster personal safety, growth 
and self-sufficiency in adults and children through 
freedom from sexual assault, domestic violence, 
human trafficking, and homelessness. 
Mettle Events, Race Director:  Ann Hupp 
Phone:  (757) 373-4174,  
E-mail:  team@mettleevents.com 

Hurricane season lasts through November 30 
– are you prepared?  

https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes  
 

Wards Corner Civic League Minutes 
6/19/17 

36 attendees; the meeting started at 6:50 PM. 
Officer Old’s Report. 3 Car Larcenies, all three 
unlocked cars.  1 Aggravated assault, 2 stolen 
vehicles, and 6 burglaries.  Noted that increase in 
complaints of abandoned vehicles not being picked 
up is because impound lot is full; Martin Thomas to 
investigate reason behind that. 
Rick Dempsey and John White reported that the 
next round of street improvements in the 600 
blocks north of Little Creek, as well as fixes to the 
500 block, are scheduled for Fall 2017. 
Mayor Alexander gave a talk about Norfolk’s budget 
for infrastructure, schools, flooding, new 
businesses and job creation.  He discussed police 
improvements such as operation Riptide, taking 12 
felons off the streets, and professional 
development plans being implemented.  He 
applauded participation in the Nighthawks 
program, giving Norfolk’s youth somewhere to go 
during the nights.  He reaffirmed that 
neighborhood improvements are always on the list 
for Council to consider.  He discussed making the 
Fitness Center more amenable to membership.  
The Mayor touched on the new tenants at Military 
Circle.  He commented on flood prone areas like 
Sentara Norfolk General and surrounding 
neighborhoods and that they are trying to plan 
accordingly to mitigate where possible.  Lastly, he 
advised us that our ports are increasing the 
throughput of goods, proven by VIT seeing the 
largest container ships ever stopping at our ports. 
Martin Thomas provided updates on material usage 
at Westport Commons, advised that Midtown 
shopping Center is courting new tenants and 
commented on improvements to Arbor Point 
Apartments. 
Keep in mind the Wards Corner Summer Picnic 
scheduled for September 9 from 12-3 at the North 
Shore Ave Playground and our next membership 
meeting, scheduled for 9-18, featuring Sherriff Joe 
Barron.  Adjourned 8:10pm. 

 

http://www.wardscorner10k.com/
tel:(757)%20373-4174
mailto:team@mettleevents.com
https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes
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E-Commerce Exchange Zones 
Have you ever bought or sold anything on Craig’s List 
or a similar site? Were you a little unsure of having a 
stranger come to your home or to go meet someone 
in a shopping center? The Norfolk Police Department 
has a solution for you! 
Along with many other police departments, Norfolk 
has designated ‘e-commerce exchange zones’ for you 
to complete a sale or purchase safely. Norfolk’s sites 
are: 
• First Patrol Division 

3661 E. Virginia Beach Boulevard  
Lobby Open 24 Hours, Holidays Included 
*Parking is limited.  Citizens are encouraged to 
come inside the front lobby to complete 
transactions.* 

• Second Patrol Division   
2500 N. Military Highway 
Lobby Open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. (Closed Holidays) 
Reserved Parking Available 24-Hours 

• Third Patrol Division  
901 Asbury Avenue 
Lobby Open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. (Closed Holidays) 
Reserved Parking Available 24-Hours 

These sites are monitored and recorded 24-hours a 
day/7-days a week. Keep in mind that if the 
buyer/seller is not willing to meet you in front of a 
police station, you might want to cancel that sale or 
purchase! For more information: 

https://www.norfolk.gov/index.aspx?NID=3785  

 
Third Patrol Division (closest division to Wards Corner) E-
commerce parking spaces 

Wards Corner Civic League has 106 paid 
members – have you joined yet? 

 

WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 

1st VP 
Membership Socko Pearson 663-8878 

2nd VP 
Newsletter 
Distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Fred Baker 739-9815 
 Treasurer Open* 423-4337 

Newsletter Editor  Carolyn 
DePalma 641-2398 

Member-At-Large Chris DePalma 663-9965 

Web Master:  Martin Thomas, Jr. 618-6468  

*If you have booking keeping skills (such as Excel) and 
are interested in serving on the Wards Corner board as 
treasurer, please contact Scott Guirlinger. 
 

Say “Thank You” on Norfolk Police 
Appreciation Day! 

Where 
219 An American Bistro, 219 Granby Street 

When 
Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

  Lunch: 11:30 am – 3:00 pm 
  Dinner: 5:00 pm – 10:00 pm 

How 
219 will donate 25% of lunch sales and 25% of 
dinner sales, with the owner matching for a total of 
50% of sales to the Norfolk Police Foundation! 

Reservations encouraged 
757-416-6219 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.norfolk.gov/index.aspx?NID=3785
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October 14, 2017 

Join the conversation online! 
nextdoor.com 
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