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Your Civic League at Work….. 

New mermaid flags/poles will be installed in late September near Oxford 

Street at Granby High School. The red epoxy crosswalks will be 

resurfaced due to poor application. A new green neighborhood sign at 

Colony Point is installed, other areas pending.  The playground equipment 

is being reviewed for replacement. The business district is trying a pilot 

program to diminish trash and littering with the purchase of trash 

receptacles to be placed near the curbs. Granby High students are asked to 

participate one weekend to call attention to zero trash!  Kudos to Martin 

Thomas for getting us hooked onto the web! WardsCorner.com 

 

Wards Corner Civic League 

Serving:  Academy Terrace, Colony Point, Hariton Gardens, 

Merridale, Pinehurst, Restmere, Rose Gardens, Sussex of Norfolk, 

Virginia Gardens, Wards Corner and Wexford Terrace 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presidents Message 
By Jim English ajim.english@gmail.com 

  
Dear Neighbors, 

 
I want to discuss a couple of items from our last civic 

league meeting. First, because we were in the throes of 

a tropical storm, our speakers from Emergency Manage-

ment, Preparedness and Response were unable to join 

us and make their presentation.  Since they have a very 

interesting presentation, they have been invited back to 

our October meeting and have confirmed that they will 

be there.  

Secondly, an issue was raised that the Watermark 

Apartments, being constructed by Collins, are not being 

built according to the plan approved by the Talbot Hall 

civic league, our civic league as well as the Planning 

Commission and City Council. It was suggested that 

Collins was somehow allowed by the city to get away 

with not following the approved plan. I went back and 

reviewed the plan that was approved by our civic 

league, the Talbot Hall civic league, the Planning 

Commission and City Council. I also went to the site to 

compare what is being built to the plan. I also conferred 

with Martin Thomas Jr. who was on the Planning 

Commission at the time. It is very clear and evident to 

both of us that what is being built is in accordance with 

the approved plan. Mr. Collins is NOT getting away with 

anything as was so stated. It would be helpful in the 

future if facts were checked before inaccurate 

statements are made. It does us all a disservice. 

Another issue has come up again since our meeting. 

That is the flooding in the 400 and 500 block of Burleigh 

Ave. This problem has gotten worse since the sewer 

lines were moved to the middle of our streets. Although 

a meeting was held on this issue this summer, no 

satisfactory answer to the problem was given. At a 

recent discussion with Kristen Lentz, Director of Utilities, 

I was informed that if water stands in the street for 

more than 3 days it must be addressed. Well, that 

applies to this area. Therefore, Utilities and Public Works 

will be at our October meeting to discuss this and our 

citizen concerns. If you are affected by this flooding, 

please come to this meeting. 

Finally there is a very important National election for 

President and Vice President coming up in November 

that will affect us all. I am sure you have heard about it, 

I mean how you could you miss it unless you were on 

another planet. Therefore, I want to take a moment and 

discuss the importance of voting in this election.  

This is probably one of the most important Presidential 

elections of our time. As much is at stake, please make 

sure you listen carefully to the candidates and try to 

make as informed choice for the President as possible. 

We have been bombarded with a lot of rhetoric over the 

last several months, with more to come, and it is clear 

that making a choice may be very difficult for some.  
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Because of these important elections and our 

responsibility as a US citizen to vote in every election I 

am including a short piece on the reasons we should 

vote.  

The following is from the website of Essortment.com 

and I thought I would share it with you.  

 

“Voting in a local, state, or national election is an 

exciting opportunity provided by democratic nations to 

their citizens.  

 

There are many good reasons to vote, including the 

following: 

1. Casting a vote allows an individual to express a 

choice among candidates who wish to become 

government leaders. It's up to each voter to locate 

available information about each candidate and to make 

an informed decision about how to vote. Rather than 

allowing potential leaders to hide weaknesses and 

wrong-doing from public awareness, a democratic voting 

process urges citizens to get involved and to share 

viewpoints about who should lead. Failing to register a 

vote is tantamount to saying you don't care. Few people 

truly remain oblivious to government leadership. Most 

have opinions about the way things should go, and they 

should use the voting process to express their 

preferences.  

2. Voting provides a medium for citizens to support the 

democratic structure. If a majority of citizens chose not 

to vote, democracy might become a thing of the past, 

replaced by another form of government that might 

prove more elitist in nature. Registering to vote means 

that you believe in the democratic process and will 

participate in it to represent your right to freedom of 

speech.  

3. Supporting the electoral process helps to reinforce 

your regional government. Showing that you care with 

your vote tells candidates that they must be accountable 

to the public. It also suggests that those who introduce 

issues for a vote must provide adequate information to 

answer citizens' questions and address their concerns 

rather than attempt to foist a half-baked idea onto the 

general public.  

4. Showing up at the poll on voting day sets a good 

example to others. Remember, your children observe all 

that you do and will learn from your example, right or 

wrong as it may be. Civic awareness is an important part 

of their training and one of the early steps on the road 

to maturity. Discuss the candidates with your family and 

make a point of mentioning your vote, or wearing the 

pin distributed at many polls that reads "I voted today." 

Voting also sets a positive example to neighbors, friends, 

and family who may be uninterested in or unfamiliar 

with the electoral system.  

5. Finally, taking time to vote reflects pride in your 

nation and its government. The country becomes a 

beacon of liberty for the rest of the world who will be 

watching. Let everyone know that you care enough 

about your homeland and its leaders to have a say in 

the election's outcome. Never surrender your right to 

speak your mind via the vote on Election Day. 

If you are not currently registered to vote, call or stop in 

at the electoral office in Norfolk City Hall to get signed 

up. It only takes a few minutes, and even that step is 

likely to get noticed by those who are watching.”  

Finally, I hope to see you at the next civic league 

meeting on October 17th. Please enjoy this edition of 

the Wards Corner Civic League newsletter. Our 

newsletter editor puts a lot of effort in producing our 

great newsletters.  

Thanks,  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning 
Balance 

  $2,082.98 

+ funds 
received 

$20.00   

- funds 

disbursed 

 $132.50  

Ending Balance   $1,970.48 

 
99 Households are members of our Civic League.  Is yours 

one of these?  
Dues continue to be only $5/person and $10/household. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
 

NEWSLETTER DELIVERERS 
 

We need 2 people who are willing to deliver our 
newsletter on a monthly basis for ten months. The 

routes consist of approximately 20-30 papers, in a 3-4 
block area.  It takes about an hour, and is great 

exercise!  Please contact Sue Classick if you are willing 
to help.  (489-2315) 

 

 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management (Call 
here for large pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call Center 
(Don’t know what office to 
call on the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ 

Membership 

  

2nd VP/Newslet-

ter distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

 Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Newsletter 

Editor 

 Barbara Ross 739-3600 

Member-at-large Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  

Newsletter Editor –Barbara Ross  
Bookworms@WHRO.net 

 
Wards Corner Civic League Minutes                                     

 

September 19, 2016 

 
 WCCL met Monday at 6:45PM in NFWCenter. 

President Jim English welcomed guests and members 
then led The Pledge of Allegiance. Attending: 20. 

  Community Resource Officer William Old 
presented a crime report since our last meeting in 

June…2 robberies (Colonial and Doris), 2 aggravated 

assaults, 16 burg-laries, 13 larcenies (4 from a building, 
2 from auto (licenses)), 3 shopliftings, 1 homicide 

(Timothy), 1 rape (Victory). He notes a decline in 

larcenies and burglaries recently. Questions of an assault 

on Timothy and Ruthven, location of stolen items 
appearing in pawn shops and housing codes violations 

were answered. 
 Invited speaker Scott Mahone, Department of 

Emergency Response and Preparedness was unable to 

attend our meeting due to weather and flooding. Fred 
Baker, WCCL member, who has participated in their 

courses, substituted with a brief overview of this 
important department. It teaches basic first aid and 

safety to citizens who may /can be available to help in 
times of a super storm, a natural disaster, a fire, etc. 

Scott will be re invited to our October meeting. 

 Mayors Wards Corner Taskforce: In 2000, Wards 
Corner Partnership initiated the WC Taskforce. Jim 

English, Joan Griffey (and recently, Martin Thomas, Jr) 
represent us.  It meets monthly, now bimonthly, at 

830AM on the second Thursday in the Fitness Center. 

Various City department heads, our Councilpersons A. 
McClellan, T.Whibley, M. Thomas and 5-6 other civic 

leagues send representatives to discuss the development 
of the business district, our territorial problems, our 

needs from the City. Attendance has declined, so 
discussion for quarterly meetings was proposed by 

Council. A lack of interest would result if there was a 

lapse of months so we resisted. Any person in our 
civic league is welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 WCCL speaker request for Virginia Delegate 
Bobby Scott has gone unanswered. It is assumed that 

he will replace Sen Tim Kaine, if elected, as VP in 

November. 
 A 10K run, sponsored by Greater Wards Corner 

Area Business Association, and benefitting VA Supportive 
Housing (permanent housing for homeless), is scheduled 

for Saturday, October 8 here in our area. The planned 

route includes many neighborhoods, beginning at 
Church of the Ascension, traveling on Newport, River 

Rd., Maycox, North Shore, Colony Point, Colonial Ave. 
Volunteers are needed at water stations, as Cheer-

leaders, promoters and sponsors. Traffic will be affected. 
 WCCL election of officers will be held in 

December. Some vacancies are expected. The 

Planning Commission loses our representative, Martin 
Thomas, Jr. He needs to be replaced with a person 

interested in our area. 
 Marcus Calaveras, representing Marty Williams 

for 3rd District,spoke on his behalf. Williams is 

campaigning against Bobby Scott in November elections. 
Williams is a retired Chesapeake policeman, FOP 

President and Chesapeake Planning Commission 
member. Our area has been redistricted and not all of 

our civic league is represented. 
 The meeting adjourned at 815PM.  

Respectfully Submitted, Joan S. Griffey, Secretary    
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