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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

by Jim English ajim.english@gmail.com 

 
Dear Neighbors,  

   
Holiday Greetings to all. The holiday season is 

once again upon us. It is a time for great anticipation, 

reflection and joy as all of us celebrate our respective 
traditions and religions. It is also a time that we need to 

reflect on those in our community, city, nation and world 
who may not be celebrating a joyful season and reach 

out to them when and if we can do so. Helping those 
who are in need or are shut-in is perhaps the best gift 

we can give them. As we gather with our own families 

this holiday season let us not forget that there are those 
folks out there who may not be able to celebrate. They 

need our thoughts and prayers. A simple smile, hello or 
can I help you goes a long way to show them that 

someone cares. Let us also pray that our city, state and 

national leaders make sensible and responsible decisions 

for all of the residents of Norfolk, Virginia and the United 

States in the coming year.  
 

 As I indicated in my September message, for 
fifteen years it has been the mission and goal of the 

leadership of the Wards Corner Civic League to print, 

publish and deliver nearly 1000 newsletters each month 
to the homes in our area.  To that end, we have been 

quite successful.  It takes a lot of effort to write, edit, 
publish and deliver those newsletters.  We have believed 

that every household in our area should have a printed 

newsletter to read each month.  For the most part, our 
ads pay for the newsletter. We also indicated that we 

have other methods to bring this newsletter to you via 
our social media options. 

 Right now we find ourselves at the point where 
we cannot continue to deliver a printed copy of the 

newsletter to every household each month. The cost of 

printing 1000 copies each month is no longer sustainable 
with the ads that we have every month. The cost of the 

last newsletter was over $150.00 for the copies we have 
printed. This is approximately $50.00 more than the 

previous few months. With the 8 ads that we run each 

month we are at the breakeven point while also dipping 
into membership dues a little each month. Therefore we 

must find other ways to bring you this newsletter and 
still try to at least deliver printed newsletters to our paid 

up members. We are also exploring other options which 
include: 

 Raise the dues.  

 Raise the cost of posting an ad each month. 

 Posting to our website and Next Door neighbors. 

 Printing and delivering newsletters to paid up 

members. 

 A combination of several of these. 

We would also like to hear your ideas on this so please 

email me any ideas. Also we will be discussing this issue 

at our January meeting if you are interested in weighing 
in on it. 

 The holiday season can be dangerous so follow 
these tips from Parents magazine originally published on 

AmericanBaby.com, November 2005.  

 
1. Merry and Bright: Carefully inspect holiday light 

strings each year and discard any with frayed cords, 
cracked lamp holders, or loose connections. When 
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replacing bulbs, unplug the light string and be sure to 

match voltage and wattage to the original bulb. 
2. Lights Out: Always turn off holiday lights when you 

leave the house unattended or when going to bed. 
3. Fresh Is Best: Try to purchase a freshly cut tree, as 

they are more resistant to ignition. Keep your tree 

watered and away from open candles. 
4. Timing Is Everything: Use an outdoor timer 

certified by CSA International to switch lights on and off. 
Lights should be turned on after 7 p.m. to avoid the 

electricity rush hour. 
5. Check for the Certification Mark: When 

purchasing light strings, extension cords, spotlights, 

electrical decorations, gas appliances, or carbon 
monoxide alarms, look for the certification mark of an 

accredited certification organization such as CSA 
International, UL, or ELT to ensure that the products 

comply with applicable standards for safety and 

performance. 
6. One and Done: Never connect more than one 

extension cord together; instead use a single cord that is 
long enough to reach the outlet without stretching, but 

not so long that it can get easily tangled. 
7. The Great Outdoors: When hanging outdoor lights, 

keep electrical connectors off the ground and away from 

metal rain gutters. Use insulated tape or plastic clips 
instead of metal nails or tacks to hold them in place. 

8. Climbing Up: Using a ladder when you put up 
lights? Choose the correct ladder for the job and double 

check for a certification mark to ensure your portable 

ladder complies with applicable standards. 
9. Keep the Gas Behind Glass: Do not use your gas 

fireplace if the glass panel is removed, cracked, or 
broken, and only allow a qualified service person to 

replace fireplace parts. 

10. Sound the Alarm: Test your smoke alarms 
monthly to make sure they work, and be sure to install 

smoke and carbon monoxide (CO) alarms on every level 
of your home -- especially near sleeping areas. 

11. Filter-Friendly Furnace: To help prevent CO 
hazards in your home, have a qualified heating 

contractor perform a yearly maintenance check of your 

furnace and venting system, and clean or replace your 
furnace filter frequently during the heating seasons. 

12. Clean the Clutter: Do not store combustible 
materials such as gasoline, propane, paper, chemicals, 

paint, rags, and cleaning products near your gas 

furnace. Gasoline or propane cylinders should be stored 
outside the home. 

 Finally from my family to yours, please have a 
safe and enjoyable holiday season with the best of 

wishes for a prosperous New Year.  
 

Sincerely, Jim English 
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

 
Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management (Call 
here for large pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call Center 

(Don’t know what office 
to call on the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning 

Balance 

  $2,032.83 

+ funds 
received 

$160.00 
 

  

- funds 

disbursed 

 $151.05  

Ending 

Balance 

  $2,041.78 

 
Membership 

 Please help to support your Civic League. 
   

Our dues amount is a bargain-$5.00/person or 

$10/household.   

Our current membership is 94 households. Send 
your check with your name, address, phone and 

e-mail to Ray Duron at 530 Sterling Street, 23505 
or bring it to a meeting. 



Wards Corner Civic League Minutes  
November 16, 2015 

 

 WCCL met on Monday, November 16, 2015 at 
6:45PM in NFWCenter. President Jim English greeted 

guests, proposed a moment of silence for the victims of 

the Paris, France terrorism, then led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 Our NPD Community Resource Officer Old 
reported a vehicle larceny near Diven, arson on Timothy, 

rape on Timothy and West Little Creek Road, parking on 

grass (new regulations). He addressed questions of a 
male caught pulling on auto door handles early morning 

in Colony Point at Butterworth and Ruthven, gang 
tagging in North Shore Park and an abandoned car 

parked on Ruthven near the RR tracks. 
 Our guest speaker was Evans Poston, 

Commissioner of the Revenue.  His department has 40 

employees with half State funded.  His office collects 
residential, business, auto, trailer and boat taxes.  They 

offer EZ Pass, DMV assistance, and help seniors with 
income taxes. 

 Utilities: Rick Dempsey sent a report: sewer 

construction on W Little Creek Rd and 400/500 blocks of 
Burleigh was installed and inspected with paving to be 

completed before Thanksgiving.  Maycox will be the last 
project with completion by Spring 2016.  Congestion at 

Ruthven and WLC Rd is accident prone. 
 There was no WCCL October meeting due to the 

area charrette at Wesley United Methodist Church, near 

Denby Park.  The discussion details are posted on Wards 
CornerNow.   

 New Business: Pancake House and Grille will 
open for breakfast, lunch and dinner and offer a small 

bar.  There will be seating for 75.  They request our 

approval for an ABC license, adult use, special 
exemption.  A motion to approve was seconded, 

discussed and passed.  A departmental request will be 
made to eliminate parking on Ruthven between Timothy 

and the RR tracks, east side due to traffic congestion. 
 The December meeting will be advanced one 

week to December 14 because of 

Christmas/winter/schools holidays on the 21st.  The 
invited speakers are Andria McClellan, candidate for 

Superward 6 and Andy Protogyrou, candidate for Mayor.   
 Election for our 2016-17 officers will be 

announced with voting occurring in January. 

 
Respectively Submitted,  

 
Joan S. Griffey, Sec. 

 

 
 

 
CIVIC LEAGUE SCHEDULE CHANGES 

 
Our December meeting, which would 

ordinarily be held the 3rd Monday, falls on 
December 21 this year.  The Board has 

decided to move it to Monday, December 14. 
 

Our January and February meetings will also 
be moved, as they always fall on a holiday. 

They are tentatively scheduled to be held on 
the 4th Monday of the month. 

 
HOLIDAY HOME DECORATING CONTEST 

 
Yes, it’s getting close to the time for our 

Holiday Home Decorating Competition!  As 
we have done for many years, our judges will 

be driving through the area the weekend 
before Christmas to select the winners (Dec. 

18th-20th)   
Categories guiding their selections are Most 
Traditional, Most Whimsical, Best Overall, 

and an Honorable Mention. 
 

Start decorating now! 
 

WANTED!  ADVERTISEMENTS  
 

Do you know of a business that might be 
interested in advertising in our newsletter? 
Please suggest that they contact Barbara 

Ross at bookworms@whro.net or 739-3600. 
Our business card size ads are $10/ month. 

 
UPCOMING WCCL ELECTIONS 

 
Nominations for Civic League Board Members 

will be accepted at our December meeting, 
and the election will be held in January. All 

current members have agreed to run. 
 
 

Your Civic League Board wishes you the 
happiest of holidays and a wonderful New 

Year 
 
 
 


