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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Neighbors, 

Summer is just around the corner and schools 
will be out and hopefully we will all enjoy some relaxing 

vacation time. Hopefully this summer will be great and 

we will once again be spared any major hurricanes just 
like we were last year. However make sure you are 

prepared just in case. Over the summer please continue 
to enjoy the Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center. There 

are many great activities to be enjoyed at this facility.  If 

you are not a member yet please consider joining. 
Please take advantage of this exceptional facility in our 

back yard. Also please consider joining our social media 
Next Door Ward Corner at www.nextdoor.com .  It is a 

great way to keep up with many of the things happening 
in our civic league area.  

The June meeting marks the last meeting of the 

first half of the civic league year until we resume our 
schedule again in September. We will not have a 

newsletter in July and August. We will however post any 
news that you should know about on our Wards Corner 

Civic League website and the Wards Corner Now 

website. We will not have a meeting in July and August 
unless absolutely necessary. 

This is the time of year that I like to thank all of 
those folks who have made our civic league great over 

the course of the year. First, I wish to thank Barbara 

Ross for her dedicated service as our newsletter editor 
and board member. She has done an excellent job of 

preparing the newsletter each month. This takes a 
significant amount of time to complete and Barbara’s 

newsletters are informative and always on time. 

Barbara, we thank you for your service and look forward 
to your newsletters again in the fall. Enjoy your two 

months of newsletter free time. Speaking of keeping us 
informed, a hearty thanks goes to Martin Thomas Jr. for 

keeping our website www.wardscorner.com up to date 

and informative. We also thank Martin for the good work 
he is doing on the Planning Commission for our area and 

the city. Also a special thanks to Joan Griffey and Ray 
Duron for keeping the records of our meetings and 

ensuring that our finances are in order. Joan also thanks 
for your continued efforts as Chair of the Beautification 

Committee with the Greater Wards Corner Task Force. A 

thank you also goes to our 2nd VP, Sue Classick for 
organizing the delivery of our newsletters each month 

with our many newsletter carriers. Thanks also to our 
many newsletter carriers for their time in delivering our 

newsletters to you. This also is no small task. It is yet 

another valuable service that we are providing to all of 
the residents of the Wards Corner Civic League area 

residents. It is also the envy of many of the civic leagues 
in the Greater Wards Corner area as well as citywide. 

Thanks also to Betty and Ray Duron for organizing and 
conducting our adopt-a-street cleanups over the several 

years. Thanks also to the members of our civic league 

who help in each of these cleanups. I thank Scott 
Guirlinger for all his help as a board member. Thank you 

for organizing the evenings at Guads and planning our 
civic league picnic. We are pleased that you have joined 

us.  Thank you all for your service.  

 
I also wish to thank our Police Officers who keep 

us safe every day and also provide us with needed 
information each month at our meetings. They do an 

outstanding job. We especially thank Officer William Old 

for his service to our civic league. Please make sure we 
follow their advice about how to keep ourselves safe. 

With the rise in car larcenies, this means keeping our 
cars locked at all times and not keeping any valuables    

in our car. It also means calling the police at either the 
emergency 911 number or non-emergency number to 

report any and all crimes that are witnessed. If the 
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police don’t receive the calls, the crime is not registered 

with them and there is no record.  
 

Finally, I extend a very grateful thanks to all of 
our paid members for your continuing support and 

attendance at our monthly meetings. Your presence and 

input at our meetings is much appreciated. Please tell 
your neighbors to join us in attendance and membership 

as more numbers mean a bigger voice at city hall. 
 

One thing is for sure. The Wards Corner Civic 
League is one of the strongest and most powerful civic 

leagues in the city and you helped us with getting that 

distinction. The dedication and commitment of the 
membership of the Greater Wards Task Force, and area 

Civic Leagues (including and especially ours) will 
continue the push with our city elected officials and 

senior city management staff to help us correct and 

develop the area and rid it of the dysfunctional and 
criminal element that has unfortunately been drawn to 

the area. We will not be taking the summer off but will 
continue our fight. Please join us in that fight as 

numbers speak to elected officials. Maybe by the time 
the September meeting comes around we will see new 

businesses open or opening in the shopping center on 

the Northeast corner of the business district. You know 
that shopping center with all the vacant parking spaces 

that exist now! 
 

Please have a safe, relaxing and enjoyable 

summer. We will continue our work to improve our area 
throughout the summer. We hope to see you again in 

June and then in the fall at our September meeting. 
Please also join us for our civic league picnic on June 

27th at the North Shore Ave playground.   

 
Thanks,  

 

Jim 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management (Call 

here for large pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call Center 

(Don’t know what office 

to call on the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning 
Balance 

  $2,079.04 
 

+ funds 
received 

$65.00 
 

  

- funds 
disbursed 

 $106.00  

Ending 

Balance 

  $2,038.04 

 
Wards Corner Civic League Minutes  

                      
May 18, 2015 

  Wards Corner Civic League met at 6:45PM on 

Monday, May 18, 2015 in NFW Center. President Jim 
English welcomed members, new neighbors, introduced 

Councilman Andy Protogyrou and led The Pledge of 
Allegiance. In attendance: 20. 

 Community Resource Officer Wm Old reported 8 

auto larcenies (Birmingham, Ogden, Bradford, 
Langford), 4 stolen vehicles and 2 larcenies from 

individuals. He noted that residents are leaving doors 
unlocked and valuable articles in their car. Young males 

have been seen pulling on car handles checking for 
unlocked opportunities. 

 Councilman Protogyrou was grateful for our 

condolences for the death of his Father. He updated us 
on the May Taskforce meeting business: 80-90 Denby 

Park apartment demolitions and $200,000 in the budget 
for future revitalization there, Wards Corner businesses 

(YourPie and Mattress Firm, Ben Cooper and Old Ham 

Shoppe), HRT flags and tree issue, $9 million Terminal 
Boulevard redo, Norfolk Collegiate expansion of footprint 

with new turf and lighted fields and a proposed charette. 
He addressed questions of Section 8 housing, Waterside 

renovation start, Collins project, apartment management 

on the North side of WLC Road, Library safety issues, 
neighborhood watch, homeless housing, Public Art and 

litter. The City is looking for a solution to parking on the 
grass because it is an eyesore and devalues homes on 

W Little Creek Road. 
 Pres Jim announced that Sheriff McCabe will be 

available at our June meeting. He heard suggestions to 

rename our newsletter because Crossroads is being used 
by another local civic league. 

 Scott Guirlinger, (489 3938), Board member, 
has planned our June 27th WCCL neighborhood picnic at 

North Shore Playground and all are invited. Burgers, hot 

dogs, chips and drinks will be provided. Please bring a 
side dish for sharing. 

The meeting adjourned at 815PM. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Joan S Griffey, Secretary  



WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ 

Membership 

Martin Thomas, 

Jr. 

618-6468 

2nd VP/Newslet-

ter distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

 Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Newsletter 

Editor 

 Barbara Ross 739-3600 

Member-at-large Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  

Newsletter Editor - Bookworms@WHRO.net 
 

 
NEWS AND NOTES 

 
THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 

 
Thank you to all who have been delivering the 
Newsletter. We appreciate your dedication. Sue 

Classick will be calling you in August to ask if you 
are willing to continue for our next year.  If anyone 

else is interested, we can always use your help. 
 

Please let Sue know.  Her number is 489-2315. 
______  

 
A suggestion has been made that we change our 

newsletter name. This is because a new civic 
league has been formed and is called the 

Crossroads Civic League.  We are interested in 
feedback from our members.  We’ll pass around a 

sheet at the meeting, asking the question of 
whether or not we should consider changing our 
newsletter name. You will have an opportunity to 

vote for or against the change, and also the 
opportunity to provide a suggestion for a name.  

 
We’ll discuss results in September, and accept 

additional name suggestions. You can also send 
your thoughts to Bookworms@WHRO.net 

throughout the summer, and the newsletter editor 
will compile them for the meeting. 

 
There will be a prize if your suggestion is accepted. 

  
 

 

Membership 
 

 Please help to support your Civic League by 
paying your 2015 dues.   

Our dues amount is a bargain-$5.00/person 

or $10/household.   
 

Our current membership is 89 households. Send 
your check with your name, address, phone and 

e-mail to Ray Duron at 530 Sterling Street, 23505 
or bring it to a meeting.  

 

NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC 

 
Everyone is invited! 

 
 Our civic league is hosting a neighborhood 
picnic on Saturday, June 27th at the North Shore 
Playground from 1pm to 3pm, or later if the good 
times keep rolling... Plan ahead to attend and bring 
along a friendly neighbor and side dish to pass if 
you like. Picnic essentials like burgers, hot dogs, 
buns, condiments, lemonade, iced tea, plates, 
utensils, etc. will be supplied by donations from 
local businesses and by the civic league. We'll be 
grilling out from 12:30 pm onwards. 
 
 It will be a fun time with food and games 
for adults and kids (and dogs) of all ages and 
abilities and a great way to celebrate our 
neighborhood and kick off summer with all of our 
friendly folks here in Wards Corner!  
 
 So spread the word and bring a friend, 
family member, and/or neighbor along with you. 

 
Please contact Scott Guirlinger at 489-3938 or 

scott.guirlinger@gmail.com or refer to 
WardsCorner.com or NextDoor for more 

information. 
 

 
 

A thank you also to Jim English, our Civic League 
President, for the countless hours he spends 

championing our area to make it the great place 
it is to live. 

 

Name: _________________ 

Address:_____________________________

____________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ 
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Name: _________________ 

Address:_____________________________

____________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ 
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