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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

 
Dear Neighbors, 

 The signs of spring are all around us. The grass 

is growing and flowers are blooming. Our neighborhood 
really looks great when all the lawns are cut and the 

flowers and plants are blooming. We should all be 
proud. Hopefully the cold is gone and we can get 

outside to enjoy all the spring activities. Summer is right 

around the corner, school will be out and we will all be 
vacationing or hopefully taking a break from work.  

 New business activity is continuing in the 
Business District. The Mattress Firm building is now up 

and once the inside is finished look for that store to be 

opening soon.  
The Wards Corner Public Art was installed on 

April 30! 
Here is the City of Norfolk Press Release: 
Gordon Huether Studio, led by artist and founder 
Gordon Huether, was selected to design and fabricate a 

public art installation for the Wards Corner 

neighborhood. The sculpture, Wards Corner Gateway, 
will be installed on the median on Granby St., near North 

Shore Rd. on April 30, 2015. 
 The City of Norfolk’s Public Art Program worked 

with Gordon Huether Studios to develop a concept that 

embraces local identity, fosters a strong sense of place 
and creates a significant gateway for the City of Norfolk. 

The installation enables all viewers, whether local or 
visiting, an opportunity to pause and reflect about the 

continued positive and exciting changes taking place in 
the neighborhood. 

 The Wards Corner Gateway installation is made 

up of two components: a bird-like structure inspired by 
the famed intersection where Alfred C. Ward once 

operated his iconic general store, and a polished 
aluminum base. The large wing-like component features 

a black and white aerial photograph of the Wards Corner 

intersection and was taken by a staff member of the 
Virginian Pilot in 1956. This part of the installation is 

made of translucent polycarbonate material. The wing-
like component is then mounted atop an eleven-foot tall 

aluminum base, which causes the ‘Wing’ to point toward 

the sky. Wards Corner Gateway will be illuminated at 
night, featuring programmable color-changing lighting. 

The installation and its upward orientation reference this 
neighborhood’s future: its continued upward growth and 

development in cultural, economic and community 
matters. 

 Also on that WardsCornerNow website is this 

information about a new restaurant opening soon. 
The franchise owner, Jeff Rhoades, presented to the 

Wards Corner Civic League in March on his new-to-the-
region pizza restaurant, Your Pie.  Your Pie was 

founded in Athens, Georgia and currently has locations 

in Georgia, South Carolina, Florida, and Tennessee.  Jeff 
has plans to open six Your Pie franchises in the Hampton 

Roads region and Wards Corner will be his first location 
as well as the first location in the state. 

 Jeff indicated he chose Wards Corner based on 
the success of places like Harris Teeter and Moe’s and 

hopes to soon finalize his lease agreement for leasing 

the southernmost end unit that abuts Louisiana Drive. 
The leased space allows for a planned 65 seats inside, 7 

of which are at the bar, plus outdoor eating. Expected 
hours of operation are likely to be from 10am to 9pm 

daily. 

 The restaurant will offer pizza, salad, a gelato 
station, 7 beer taps, about 40 bottle beers, and 

wine.   Your Pie plans to open around the beginning of 
July. Read more about the restaurant on the website. 

 The Wards Corner Civic League voted at our 

meeting on March 16 to support Your Pie’s special 
exception to serve beer and wine on premises.  The 

Planning Commission will vote on the special exception 
in May and City Council will likely vote in June. 

 This is all good news as it represents a 
continuing interest in businesses that want to open 

stores in the Wards Corner Business District. This is a 
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complete turnaround from 15 years ago when 

businesses were leaving or had already left. 
 Let’s keep up the good work and praise the new 

businesses that are opening in our area. Being positive 
goes further than posting negative comments about 

these establishments and what they bring as some have 

done from other civic leagues. Thanks to our 
membership for being positive. 

 Finally a special thanks to Ray Duron and his 
cleanup crew for their hard work cleaning up our adopt- 

a- spot as part of the Great American Cleanup. Thanks 
goes to Ray and all his volunteers for the work they do. 

The area looks great.  

 I hope to see you at our next meeting on May 
18th, 2015 at the Wellness Center. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning 
Balance 

  $2,095.04 
 

+ funds 

received 

$130.00 

 

  

- funds 
disbursed 

 $146.00  

Ending 

Balance 

  $2,079.04 

 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management (Call 

here for large pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call Center 

(Don’t know what office 

to call on the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 
Wards Corner Civic League Minutes  

                      

April 20, 2015 
 
 WCCL met on Monday, April 20, 2015 in NFWCenter 
at 645PM. President Jim English led The Pledge of Allegiance. 
In attendance:25. 

 Officer Wm Old reported 6 larcenies (Timothy, 
Ruthven, Burleigh, Nesbitt, Grantham and Granby), 1 burglary 
(Doris), and aggravated assault (Birmingham). He informed us 
of a new security measure, an area detail car to be hidden at 
hot spots. 
 Ray Duron, Treasurer, and Adopt A Spot Chairman, 
recognized volunteers of Great American Clean Up with 
certificates, held April 18. These are: Sue Classick, Robert 
Lester, Betty Duron, Barbara Vasco, Ray Duron, Mark Cagle, 
Bill Blair, and Duncan O’Donnell. Sue,  Robert , and Ray were 
present at the meeting. Items collected on Ruthven alone 
were: 18 bags of trash, garden hose, 4x2 signs, tree limbs, 
food wrappers, golf balls. 
 Willie Randall, candidate for House of Delegates, 
100th District, introduced himself. Elections are in November. 
 Patti Wainger, volunteer with Wesley United 
Methodist Church Club Sandwich program on E Little Creek 
Road, told us about this valuable after school and summer 
program for 40 children. Besides nutrition, this program helps 
with homework, education, dance, crafts. Needed are mentors, 
volunteers, concerned adults. She wrote a grant for City help. 
Merchants in the business district are stepping up to intervene. 
 Guest speaker, Casey Shaw, Grassroots Coordinator 
of Elizabeth River Project spoke about restoring our urban river 
through partnerships, the Learning Barge, habitat restoration, 
wetland and oyster attention, shoreline planting, etc. Dog 
feces is the #2 contributor to dirty rivers. This organization 
offers rain barrels, lawn aeration, organic compost. 
Volunteering is encouraged. Corn gluten is a new product for 
lawn fertilizing, available at local Gardens in a Flowerpot. 
 Vice Pres. Martin Thomas, Jr of the Planning 
Commission, stated the Collins Project next to Granby 
Elementary School returned to the city to change plans 
concerning exterior brick facing. This was denied. Your Pie 

Pizza should open in K and K Square in May. 
 Scott Guirlinger, Board Member, announced a 
neighborhood picnic at North Shore Playground/Park on June 
27. Cookout foods will be provided with sides donated/shared 
by our members. 
 The meeting adjourned at 815PM. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Joan S Griffey, Sec’y 

 
WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ 

Membership 

Martin Thomas, 

Jr. 

618-6468 

2nd VP/Newslet-

ter distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

 Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Newsletter 

Editor 

 Barbara Ross 739-3600 

Member-at-large Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  

Newsletter Editor  - Bookworms@WHRO.net 



SAVE THE DATE! 

Our civic league is hosting a neighborhood picnic 
on Saturday, June 27th at the North Shore 
Playground. Plan ahead to attend and bring a side 
dish to pass if you like (picnic essentials will be 
supplied by the civic league). It will be a fun time 
with food and games for adults and kids of all 
ages and a great way to kick off summer with all 
of our friendly neighbors here in Wards Corner! 
 
We are in need of some gracious neighbors to 
bring yard games like cornhole, horseshoes, 
ladder ball, etc. Please contact Scott Guirlinger at 
scott.guirlinger@gmail.com or 489-3938 for more 
information or if you are able to help us out. 
           

NEWS AND NOTES 
THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 

 
A BIG thanks to the few able bodies that 

helped with the Great American Cleanup on 

Saturday, April 18, 2015.  We collected 18 

bags of litter, large tree limbs, piece of a big 

truck tire, garden hose, a sign and 3 golf 

balls.  Members participating in this annual 

event were Mark Cagle, Bill Blair, Robert 

Lester, Sue Classick, Duncan O’Donnell, 

Barbara Vasco, Betty Duron and Ray Duron as 

the group leader.  Certificates of appreciation 

were given to the participants who were 

present at the meeting on Monday April 20. 

 

Help us Keep America Beautiful!   

 
CLUB SANDWICH 

 

 In its eleventh year, Club Sandwich, Wesley 
Memorial Church’s after school and summer program 
run at 288 East Little Creek Road, Norfolk, announces 
exciting new opportunities for students who are invited 
to participate this summer.  In the past, students 
attended daily from 11:30-2:30, and received free lunch 
through the USDA Summer Food Program. Additionally, 
students were able to enjoy indoor and outdoor 
recreational activities. The program has been expanded 
this summer. Students 7-18 may attend June 22-August 
28, 11:30-2:30, Monday-Friday, and will not only receive 
free lunches, but they will also be able to participate in 
the Club Sandwich’s new enrichment activities. For a 
limited number of students who register for this 

summer, they will be able to choose from exciting new 
programs that will include hip hop dance, Chihuly arts 
and crafts with a visit to see glass blowing at the 
Chrysler Museum, computer training in the program’s 
newly equipped lab, and literacy training through journal 
writing and participation in a book club.  For applications 
for the enrichment program, please contact Joann 
McClung at Wesley Memorial Church, 587-2996.  
 Enrollment for the enrichment program, 
(including free lunch), is limited; therefore, send in 
applications as soon as possible.  The Summer Food 
Program, however, is open daily 11:30-2:30 to all 
children 7-18 with opportunities for the students to get 
to play outside (weather permitting), or stay inside and 
play board games, do crafts, watch videos, etc.  Children 
3-6 may attend, but a parent must accompany them. 
(Only the children will receive free meals.) 

 
Membership 

 
 Please help to support your Civic League by 

paying your 2015 dues.   

Our dues amount is a bargain-$5.00/person 

or $10/household.   
 

Our current membership is 103 households. Send 
your check with your name, address, phone and 

e-mail to Ray Duron at 530 Sterling Street, 23505 
or bring it to a meeting.  
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