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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Neighbors, 

 Finally I think spring has gotten here. Grass 
is growing and flowers are blooming. Our 
neighborhood really looks great when all the lawns 
are cut and the flowers and plants are blooming. 
We should all be proud. I am tired of the cold and 
rain and bleakness. I am sure you are also. Let’s 
enjoy it as summer is right around the corner and 
school will be out and we will all be vacationing or 
hopefully taking a break from work.  
 
 More stores are open at the K&K Shopping 
Center in Wards Corner. Moe’s Southwest Grill 
opened on Thursday May 1st. My wife and I went 
there Friday night and the place was packed and 
hopping. In fact, that entire shopping center was 
packed and people were coming in and out of all 
the stores open there. It was fantastic and it is 
what we have been striving toward for the last 15-
20 years. The revitalization of Wards Corner is 

finally starting to take shape. However, as I sat at 
Moe’s and ate my huge delicious burrito, I gazed 
across the street at that other shopping center. 
What did I see? There were NO cars in the parking 
lot and the same large half full dumpster was still 
sitting there daring someone to come along and 
throw something in it.  What a shame! A couple of 
stores of the very few there were open, but there 
were seemingly no people coming in and out. An 
obvious contrast of what was going on across the 
street. Ah, but we do have a new sign – Firehouse 
Subs. We look forward to its opening. So we have 
three corners with lots of stores and lots of people 
and full parking lots. We need to have that fourth 
corner filled!  
 
 Imagine what it would be like if that 
shopping center was teeming with as much activity 
as the one across the street. One can only imagine 
how nice that would be. Maybe you think I 
shouldn’t dwell on this topic as I have for the 
second month in a row. Well I am sorry because I 
will continue to be very vocal about this until the 
owner brings more business to that center. It is 
much too nice to have it look good with its facelift 
and not have a full shopping center of stores. I am 
glad for the few stores there but it’s like an old 
west ghost town.  
 
 Just down the street to the east on E. Little 
Creek road you will continue to see more 
apartment demolitions going on as the city 
continues to acquire those properties and remove 
the undesirable element from our area. I am sure 
the folks in Denby Park, Monticello Village and 
Oakdale Farms appreciate that demolition. This is 
yet another planned part of the revitalization of 
Wards Corner.  
 
 A special thanks to Ray Duron and his 
cleanup crew for their hard work cleaning up our 
adopt-a-spot as part of the Great American 
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Cleanup. Thanks, Ray, and all your volunteers for 
the work you do. The area looks great.  
 
 Finally as noted in the minutes of the Wards 
Corner Task Force and posted on Wards Corner 
Now by Martin Thomas Jr. “the Wards Corner 
public art selection committee met on April 22 at 
Wards Corner with the chosen artist, Gordon 
Huether.  Karen Rudd, Manager of Norfolk’s 
Cultural Affairs, was in attendance as well as 
various City department staff and a representative 
from the developer of K & K Square. 

 

Gordon Huether (above) walked and drove 
the Wards Corner area and reached a 
recommended location in the median on Granby 
Street at the current location of the Wards Corner 
Mermaid sign located just south of the intersection 
with North Shore Rd. 

 

Proposed location of public art at Wards Corner 

Huether preferred this location to 
something closer to the intersection of Little Creek 
and Granby as it has less audio and visual noise. It 
is hoped that the art can replace the current sign 

and be a gateway piece that may incorporate a 
new Wards Corner sign. 

Huether will mock up a few different 
options and bring those back to the selection 
committee in the near future.” 

I can’t wait to see what the artist comes up 
with for our area.  

We have a great meeting coming up this 
month. Please come and join us. We are probably 
one of the most powerful civic leagues in the city. 
We, thanks to all of you and your support have 
made us strong. Let’s keep that strength up so that 
the city keeps moving our area ahead. 

Sincerely, 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Beginning 

Balance 

  $1984.72 

+ funds 

received 

$290.00 

 

  

- funds 
disbursed 

 $109.92  

Ending Balance   $2,164.80 

 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 831-3484 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management 

(Call here for large 
pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call 
Center (Don’t know 

what office to call on 

the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

http://www.gordonhuether.com/
http://www.gordonhuether.com/
http://wardscornernow.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/artlocation.jpg


NEWS AND NOTES 

___ 

A big Thanks to the few able bodies that helped 

volunteer for the Great American clean-up on 

Saturday, May 3. We collected 20 bags of 

neighborhood litter, one large limb, and one large 

piece of styrofoam slab.  Members participating in 

this event were Steve Yaros, Pat Yaros, Betty 

Duron and Ray Duron, our Group Leader. 

____ 

 

PLEASE HELP 

More newsletter deliverers needed! We currently 

have three routes open. Please call Sue Classick 

(489-2315) to volunteer.  Takes just about 1 hour 

each month (10 months)   

____ 
 

SPRING CLEAN-UP 

Take a walk around your home and look at it with 

a “visitor’s eye”. Are there areas on your home 

that could use touching-up with some paint, bushes 

that need trimmed, front yards and sidewalks that 

have trash thrown on them? Is there clutter 

stored around the outside of your home? We all 

need to keep our property neat and tidy-it makes 

a good impression for potential home buyers in our 

area.  Maybe your yard could use a new tree or 

shrub, or just some flowers to brighten it up.  

Now is a good time to plant. 
___ 

 

A recent article in the Compass mentioned new 

sculptures that have been donated to the City and 
placed at the Fitness Center. Their value is 

$28,000. 

 
WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ 

Membership 

Martin Thomas, 

Jr. 

618-6468 

2nd VP/Newslet-
ter distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

 Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Newsletter 

Editor 

 Barbara Ross 739-3600 

Member-at-large Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  

Wards Corner Civic League Minutes  
 

 Wards Corner Civic League met on Monday, 
April 21, 2014 at 6:45 PM in NFWCenter.  President 
Jim English welcomed guests and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Attendance: 25 
 Community Police Officer Old reported 6 
larcenies (Birmingham, Newport, Maycox, Burleigh, 
W. Little Creek), 1 arson (Timothy) and 1 
shoplifting (Granby).  He addressed inquiries for 
increased police patrol on Burleigh, Fayvor, 
Gloucester and some street light outages on North 
Shore.  
 Rick Dempsey, Project Manager for the 
Sanitary Sewer Replacement Phase 3 on North 
Shore Road, stated that grading and drainage work 
at Millbrook was ongoing.  Members related that 
Bradford, Birmingham and Gloucester were 
experiencing flooding, broken pipes and drainage 
problems.  VA Natural Gas has done excellent work 
in replacing gas mains throughout the area, 
especially with traffic control. 
 Invited mayoral candidates were not 
available to attend tonight at our invitation.  Guest 
Speaker, Dr. Brad Robinson, a local chiropractor 
and Vice Chair of Norfolk Public Schools Board, 
gave an overview of his work.  He stated that 
changes were being made in reconfiguring 
pathways for elementary schools, closing of 
Lafayette Winona, partner schools, a 4% increase 
request from the City ($4.4mil), aging schools, food 
programs, school rebuilding (Campostella, Bowling, 
Larchmont, Ocean View) and he supports Dr. King 
as strong with academics and strategic planning. 
 Taskforce report was offered by Vice 
President Martin Thomas, Jr.  He addressed our 
Wards Corner Public Art ($150,000) project/award.  
The committee believes the median near Grnaby 
and North Shore, at the gateway sign is the best 
suitable site.  Parking on the grass, specifically on 
W. Little Creek Road is still awaiting attention from 
Len Newcomb.  Question about a civic league 
summer picnic surfaced, it was an event in the 
past. Talbot Hall is still controversial, rezoning is an 
issue. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Joan S. Griffey, Secretary 


