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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
  

It is almost Thanksgiving and the Holiday 
season. Rather than my normal message I thought 
I would focus on what I am thankful for this year. 

 
 First and foremost I am thankful for all of 
my family. I wouldn’t trade them for the world. 
They are my reason for being. 
 
We all have many things we are thankful for. Here 
are some of the things I am thankful for. 
 That I live in the USA and have all the 
freedoms that we have that I can enjoy. 
 That I have the freedom to vote for whom I 
want to in every election. 
 That I live in Virginia, a great and beautiful 
State. 
 That I live in Norfolk, a big city with a little 
town feel. 
 That I live in Wards Corner and especially 
my neighborhood. I have lived at my address since 
1976 and I still like it as much if not better than the 
day I moved into my house.  
 That I see real progress in the Wards 
Corner business district and that this area is finally 
being revitalized. I pray that it will continue.  

 Oh, and yes, I am also thankful for my 
summer home in Maine on a lake.  
 
These are a few of the things I am thankful for and 
there are many more. I will be reflecting on these 
on Thanksgiving Day as I enjoy the day with my 
family. 
 
What are you thankful for this year? I hope you 
have a very pleasant and enjoyable Thanksgiving 
holiday. It is one of the best holidays of the year in 
my opinion. 
 
I will end this months message with a Thanksgiving 
poem that I recently found. 
Enjoy. 
 
T is for the trust the pilgrims had so many years 
ago 
H is for the harvest the settlers learnt to grow 
A is for America, the land in which we live 
N is for nature and beauty which she gives 
K is for kindness, gentle words, thoughtful deeds 
S is for smiles, the sunshine everyone needs 
G is for gratitude... our blessings big and small 
I is for ideas, letting wisdom grow tall 
V is for voices, singing, laughing, always caring 
I is for Indians, who taught them about sharing 
N is for neighbors, across the street, over the sea 
G is for giving of myself to make a better me 
   by Judith A. Lindberg 
 
I hope to see you at our next Civic League meeting 
on November 17th. We have a great program lined 
up.  
 May you have a wonderful, safe and blessed 
Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Jim 
 
 

CIVIC LEAGUE MEETING 
 

NORFOLK  FITNESS and WELLNESS 
CENTER 

 
MONDAY  

November 17, 2014 
6:45 PM 

 

Program 
 

Jeff Wise 
 Norfolk Fire Chief  

 



How to Handle Solicitors 
 

Reprinted from the Norfolk Police Department, Crime 

Prevention Section 
 

Have you experienced door-to-door sales 
people trying to market a product or service?  

Are you a bit wary of their offers? 
Beware of offers that sound too good to be 

true-they probably are just that! 
 

Before opening your door, always look through the peep 
hole or window to see who the visitor is.  Make sure you 

acknowledge the person at the door, even if you are not 

planning on opening it.  Ignoring the solicitor suggests 
that no one is home and you could potentially become a 

victim of a residential burglary.  It is preferable to speak 
to strangers through your door.  Teach your children 

what to do if they are alone and someone comes to the 

home or is looking in your windows.  If you are outside 
and a solicitor approaches you and you do not feel 

comfortable, say “no thank you,”  walk back into your 
home; close and lock your door.  If the solicitor does not 

get off your property when you ask them to, call the 
police for assistance.  

 

Use good judgment:  never give any personal 
information to solicitors.  During election years many 

solicitors will come to your home and ask who you are 
voting for.  They should not request any personal 

information; if they do, ask them to leave and report the 

suspicious activity to the Police. 
 

Do not give in to high pressure tactics.  Never be afraid 
to say, “No!” If a salesperson tries to pressure you into 

buying their product, terminate your conversation with 

them. Contact the company directly if you are interested 
in the product or service.  Avoid making an immediate 

purchase in order to receive a “free gift”.  If it sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is! 

 
If you see suspicious activity in your neighborhood, call 

the non-emergency number: 441-5610 immediately and 

report it.  Next, contact your neighbors and inform 
them: if you have a Neighborhood Watch Program in 

your neighborhood, contact your coordinator as well.  If 
you would like to get a Neighborhood Watch Program 

started in your area, call the Crime Prevention Section: 

664-6901. 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Solicitor’s Permit 
1. A solicitor must show you a permit issued by the city 
2. The solicitor must wear an I D with the corresponding 

numeral 
3. Without both of the above, inform them that you can’t 

talk 

4.  Kindly ask them to leave and don’t talk any further 
5.  If you notice them still approaching other residences, 

call the non-emergency police # 441-4610 
 

WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ 

Membership 

Martin Thomas, 

Jr. 

618-6468 

2nd VP/Newslet-

ter distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

 Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Newsletter 

Editor 

 Barbara Ross 739-3600 

Member-at-large Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  

Newsletter Editor  - Bookworms@WHRO.net 
 

 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 252-207-4361 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management (Call 

here for large pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call Center 
(Don’t know what office 

to call on the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

Newsletter Help 

 

Help is still needed to deliver our newsletters in 

three neighborhoods. They are: 

Birmingham-500 block (19 homes) 

Timothy–400 block, Michael–7800 block (30 homes) 

 

Please call Sue Classick at 489-2315 

if you can help 

 



Wards Corner Civic League Minutes  
                                                          

October  20, 2014 

 
Wards Corner Civic League met on Monday, October 20, 
2014 at 6:45PM in NF&W Center. President Jim English 

welcomed members and led The Pledge of Allegiance.  
Attendance: 17. 

 

Community Resource Officer Old reported an increase in 
crime activity and answered questions and concerns. He 

reiterated the importance of leaving nothing in our cars, 
locking doors and windows, and keeping aware of 

unusual activity.   He stated 10 larcenies (Timothy, 

Sterling, Barcliff, Ruthven, Maycox, W Little Creek}, 1 
robbery (Bondale), 2 burglaries (Timothy, Granby), 1 

shooting (Doris), 1 home invasion (Ogden). It was 
suggested that we invite apartment managers to our 

meetings.  

 
Guest speaker, Director of Libraries Sonal Rastogi, was 

unable to attend. Cynthia Seay,   manager of the new 
Slover Library, (opening 1/29/15 ) elaborated on the  

historical perspective, monies raised, floor plans, 
technology features, kid zones, meeting rooms,  music 

labs, express check out,  90-95 employees, and  more.  

  
Vice President Martin Thomas, Jr stated that the Collins 

property, named Watermark, is being revived (2008) 
with a new site plan.  The 22 acre area is adjacent to 

Granby Elementary School on Newport Avenue at 

Harvard Street. Construction of 385 residential units with 
amenities (such as pools, club house, etc.) will be 

sought after talks with the city and civic leagues.  
Present residents are given 120 days to relocate. Density 

and decreased parking pose problems.  
 

The public art project proposed for Wards Corner (in 

median near Norfolk Collegiate) is being delayed due to 
the dissatisfaction of the committee with the entries 

presented by the chosen artist.  More will be 
forthcoming.  A third mattress store (Mattress Firm) will 

be constructed on the former BP gas station.    

 
Issues with the future location of light rail thru Wards 

Corner, enterovirus topics, flood insurance, school board 
election, evening truck traffic on W Little Creek Road  

were discussed. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 830PM. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Joan Griffey 

 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
Holiday Decorations 

 
We’re sponsoring the Holiday Decorating Contest 

again this year. Have all your decorations out and 
holiday lights lit by 6 PM on December 21st.  The 

judges will be touring the neighborhoods then to 

pick out the winners. Categories include: 
 

Most Traditional 
Most Whimsical 

Best Overall 
Honorable Mention 

 

Spring Cleaning? 
 

If you’re cleaning out your closets or just getting 

rid of some old things, your Civic League will 
sponsor a neighborhood yard/garage sale in the 

Spring. More to come later, but contact a board 
member if you’d like to be on the organizing 

committee.   

 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Beginning 
Balance 

  $2,226.26 

+ funds 

received 

$15.00 

 

  

- funds 

disbursed 

 $106.00  

Ending Balance   $2,135.26 

 
Membership  

 
Our current membership is 94 families. 

Remember that it’s not too early to pay your 2015 
dues now.  Send your check with the form below 

to Ray Duron at 530 Sterling Street, 23505 or 
bring it to a meeting.  

 
Our dues amount is a bargain-$5.00/person or 

$10/household.   
 

 
Name___________________________  
 
Address_____________________________ 
 
Phone ___________E-mail_______________  


