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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Neighbors, 
 

 This November 4th we will be electing several 

new leaders to our State and Federal government and 
voting on two important issues for our City. Here are the 

choices and issues. 
 

For the US Senate the choices are: 
Ed W. Gillespie (R) 

Mark R Warner (D) Incumbent 

Robert C. Jarvis (L) 
 

For the 3rd House District 
Bobby Scott (D) Incumbent 

 

For 2nd District House of Representatives 
E. Scott Rigell (R) Incumbent 

Suzanne D. Patrick (D) 
 

Proposed Constitutional Issue 

Question: Shall Section 6-A of Article X (Taxation and 
Finance) of the Constitution of Virginia be amended to 

allow the General Assembly to exempt from taxation the 
real property of the surviving spouse of any member of 

the armed forces of the United States who was killed in 
action, where the surviving spouse occupies the real 

property as his or her principal place of residence and 

has not remarried? 
 

Election of School Board 

Shall the method of selection the school board be 
changed from appointment 

by the governing body to direct election by the voters? 
 

 Because of these important elections and our 

responsibility as a US citizen to vote in every election I 
am including a short piece from the website of 

Essortment.com regarding the reasons we should vote. I 
hope you enjoy it.  

 

 “Voting in a local, state, or national election is an 

exciting opportunity provided by democratic nations to 

their citizens.  

 

There are many good reasons to vote, including the 

following: 

 

1. Casting a vote allows an individual to express a 

choice among candidates who wish to become 

government leaders. It's up to each voter to locate 

available information about each candidate and to make 

an informed decision about how to vote. Rather than 

allowing potential leaders to hide weaknesses and 

wrong-doing from public awareness, a democratic voting 

process urges citizens to get involved and to share 

viewpoints about who should lead. Failing to register a 

vote is tantamount to saying you don't care. Few people 

truly remain oblivious to government leadership. Most 

have opinions about the way things should go, and they 

should use the voting process to express their 

preferences.  

2. Voting provides a medium for citizens to support the 

democratic structure. If a majority of citizens chose not 

to vote, democracy might become a thing of the past, 

replaced by another form of government that might 

prove more elitist in nature. Registering to vote means 

that you believe in the democratic process and will 

participate in it to represent your right to freedom of 

speech.  

3. Supporting the electoral process helps to reinforce 

your regional government. Showing that you care with 
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your vote tells candidates that they must be accountable 

to the public. It also suggests that those who introduce 

issues for a vote must provide adequate information to 

answer citizens' questions and address their concerns 

rather than attempt to foist a half-baked idea onto the 

general public.  

 

4. Showing up at the poll on voting day sets a good 

example to others. Remember, your children observe all 

that you do and will learn from your example, right or 

wrong as it may be. Civic awareness is an important part 

of their training and one of the early steps on the road 

to maturity. Discuss the candidates with your family and 

make a point of mentioning your vote, or wearing the 

pin distributed at many polls that reads "I voted today." 

Voting also sets a positive example to neighbors, friends, 

and family who may be uninterested in or unfamiliar 

with the electoral system.  

5. Finally, taking time to vote reflects pride in your 

nation and its government. The country becomes a 

beacon of liberty for the rest of the world who will be 

watching. Let everyone know that you care enough 

about your homeland and its leaders to have a say in 

the election's outcome. Never surrender your right to 

speak your mind via the vote on Election Day. 

If you are not currently registered to vote, call or stop in 

at the electoral office in Norfolk City Hall to get signed 

up. It only takes a few minutes, and even that step is 

likely to get noticed by those who are watching.”  

 
Please become informed about these candidates and 

issues before you vote and please vote.  
 

Finally I hope to see you at the next civic league 
meeting on October 20th. The Director of Libraries will 

join us and provide an update on all the great things 

happening at our Libraries. Please enjoy this edition of 
the Wards Corner Civic League newsletter. Our 

newsletter editor puts a lot of effort in producing our 
great newsletters.  

 

Thanks,  

 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Beginning 

Balance 

  $2,321.31 

+ funds 
received 

$15.00 
 

  

- funds 

disbursed 

 $110.05  

Ending Balance   $2,226.26 

 

WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ 
Membership 

Martin Thomas, 
Jr. 

618-6468 

2nd VP/Newslet-

ter distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

 Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Newsletter 

Editor 

 Barbara Ross 739-3600 

Member-at-large Scott Guirlinger 489-3938 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  
 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer Not currently 

available 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management (Call 
here for large pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call Center 

(Don’t know what office 
to call on the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 
 

Newsletter Help 

Help is still needed to deliver our newsletters in 

three neighborhoods. They are: 

 

Burleigh Ave.-500-600 blocks, (54 homes) 

Birmingham-500 block (19 homes) 

Timothy–400 block, Michael–7800 block (30 homes) 

 

Please call Sue Classick at 489-2315 

if you can help 
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Wards Corner Civic League Minutes  

September 15, 2014 
 

Wards Corner Civic League met on Monday, September 
15, 2014 in NWF Center at 6:45PM with President Jim 

English welcoming guests and leading the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Attendance: 27. 
 

Community Resource Officer Bill Old reported crime 
statistics including larcenies on Timothy, Granby, 

Burleigh, Sterling, W. Little Creek, and burglaries on 
Newport, Victory, Bondale and Ruthven. He addressed 

members’ questions. Much discussion focused on 

nighttime car break- ins and prevention.  
 

Katherine Horst, from Suburban Management Group, 
updated us on the successful K and K Square retail 

space and defended some recently held charitable 

events. A few offered suggestions on shopping cart 
locations and handicap parking. The former BP gas 

station is awaiting construction of Mattress Firm.  
 

Acting Public Works Director, Richard Broad, (succeeding 
John Kiefer), addressed  issues of sidewalks, crosswalks, 

W. Little Creek Rd. street  repairs, Terminal Blvd., sewer 

construction, flooding of certain areas and offered 
Freda.Burns@norfolk.gov  as contact person for 

problems with  VNG.   Ian Reese, VNG engineer for the 
pipeline replacement project, can be contacted with 

concerns at 757 374 8728. 

 
Pres. English has sent the stop sign info (collected by  

Carolyn and Chris DePalma)  to Councilman Andy 
Protogyrou  who will present the ordinance to Council. 

Once it is approved, stop signs, necessary for traffic 

control, will be installed on Burleigh, Maycox, and North  
Shore at Cedar Level.  

 
V Pres. Martin Thomas, Jr. related topics discussed at 

Taskforce.  Wards Corner Business Association is 
reactivating about 80 businesses under leadership of 

Elyse Kalfus.  Their primary concern is crime, trash, pan- 

handling and security.   The Sheriff’s work force detail 
filled 27 trash bags over a Saturday morning in the 

business district.  Exit ramps are the duty of VDOT. The 
selected Public Art artist has presented his 10 foot high 

acrylic imprint rendition of a street grid. The Collins 

property, beside Granby Elementary School, has asked 
tenants to vacate in 120 days. Plans for a 180 unit, 4 

story, 140 condos and townhomes with rec room, pools 
and dock are planned.   

 
A  Thank You to Scott  for planning our civic league 

picnic this summer at the Fitness Center playlot.   

AdoptASpot clean up at Ruthven Rd and W Little Creek 

Rd is planned for Saturday AM.  Any volunteer is most 
welcome to help with litter pickup. Ray Duron is our 

dedicated chairperson. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20PM 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Joan Griffey, Sec’y 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 

 
A big thanks for the able bodies that helped at our 

Adopt-A-Spot area (Ruthven at W. Little Creek Rd) 

on Saturday, October 4.  We want to thank the 

following participants -Stephanie Gallagher, Sue 

Classic, D. O'Donnell, Robert Lester Bill Blair, Betty 

Duron and Group Leader Ray Duron. Our participants 

gathered 15 bags of neighborhood litter.  Some of 

the additional items included a wheel cover, numerous 

large pieces of wood, a bent traffic cone, and pieces 

of metal strips. 
 
 

 

 
Membership  

 
Our current membership is 94 families. 

Remember that it’s not too early to pay your 2015 
dues now.  Send your check with the form below 

to Ray Duron at 530 Sterling Street, 23505 or 
bring it to a meeting.  

 
Our dues amount is a bargain-$5.00/person or 

$10/household.   
 

There’s a rumor going around that the South side 
of Little Creek Road has a larger membership 
base than the north side.  Could that be true? 

 
C’mon, North side!!!! 

 
Name___________________________  

 
Address_____________________________ 

 
Phone__________________  

 
E-mail_________________________ 
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