
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

  
 It is springtime and the trees are budding and 
the flowers are starting to show. Soon the azaleas will 

be in full bloom. This is a great time of the year. With it 
we see the signs of renewal at the Wards Corner 

business district. The Perry Property is being readied for 

construction of the Harris Teeter Grocery Store and its 
out parcels, Farm Fresh has just had its grand reopening 

after its extensive renovation and the Dalis Property 
continues to show its new faceover. In addition the new 

sewer pump station at the Wellness center entrance is 
beginning to spring up and the sewer lines on the 

connecting streets are almost completed. Repaving on 

those streets should start soon.  
 Spring also marks the half-way point of the first 

six months of our civic league year. The next three 
months will have interesting programs. In April and May 

we will have an election forum for the Commissioner of 

the Revenue with a Democratic Primary set for June 
11th; and an update of this year’s General Assembly 

initiatives by Senator Ralph Northam and Delegate 
Linwood Lewis. In June we hope to have Sergeant Avery 

of the Norfolk Police Department return to give us a 

demonstration of crime view and crime mapper since 
she was unable to get the internet connection at our 

March meeting. Typically we don’t meet in July and 
August and we will stay that way this year unless an 

urgent need arises for us to meet. Of course, we will 

keep you informed of all area updates as best we can 
over that time on our website www.wardscorner.com 

and via our email list. If you would like to join our civic 
league and be listed on our email list, please contact me 

or one of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 At our April meeting, Sergeant Avery discussed 

some important crime prevention tips with us that we 

should take advantage of. They include: 
 

• Signing up for crime alerts on the Norfolk Police 
website. See http://www.norfolk.gov/?nid=310 

• Being a good witness 

• Having a home security survey done by the 
Police. For more info on this, call the crime prevention 

unit at 664-6901 
 

It is sad to say that we must take all of these tips and 
more to protect ourselves and our property today. As 

recently as last week, a home in my neighborhood had a 

break-in when the residents were not home, and the 
thieves did away with a lot of very expensive high end 

electronics. Unfortunately, these military men were out 
to sea and discovered this when they returned home. 

Some homecoming! The police responded quickly and 

the police forensic unit has done their investigation, but 
who knows if they will get their items back. Let’s hope 

they catch these criminals. Let’s all be vigilant to our 
surroundings in our neighborhood! It is absolutely 

necessary.  

 
I hope to see you at our April 15th meeting. 

 
Thanks, 
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CIVIC LEAGUE MEETING 
 

NORFOLK  FITNESS and WELLNESS 
CENTER 

 
MONDAY  

April 15, 2013 
6:45 PM 

 

Program 
 

 Virginia General Assembly Updates 
 

Senator Ralph Northam 
Delegate Linwood Lewis 

____ 
 

Update on Pump Station, 
Neighborhood Sewer Repairs 

 
Rick Dempsey, Engineer 

Norfolk Department of Utilities 
 
 



 Wards Corner Civic League met on Monday, 

March 18, 2013 at 6:45PM in Norfolk FWCenter.  In 
attendance were 28 people. 

 President Jim English opened the meeting and 
recognized four Boy Scouts of America, Troop 180, 

Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church, who lead us 

in the Pledge of Allegiance.  John Matroni, Scoutmaster, 
stated the boys were obtaining a merit badge, 

Citizenship in the Community.    
 Sgt. Danielle M. Avery,  Crimeview, Crime 

Analysis Unit of our Norfolk Police Department, was the 
invited speaker.  Working without her computer which 

malfunctioned, she spoke about trends in crime, 

collecting and amassing info to prevent and manage 
problems, access to CRO (Community Resource 

Officers), and the city website 
http://norfolk.va.crimeviewcommunity.com/default.aspx 

or www.crimemapping.com.  She asked that we be the 

best witness as possible in our neighborhoods for crime 
prevention.  Tony Berrara, Crimewatch, stated that a 

free security scan of one’s home is available. 
 

Officer Odell Davis, CRO, reported 6 residential 
burglaries, 3 larcenies (Grantham, Granby, Timothy) and 

5 vandalisms (Birmingham, West Little Creek Road, 

North Shore).    Questions of code enforcement, time of 
most burglaries, 911 calls, email alerts for neighborhood 

crimes, and reporting of suspicious characters surfaced.  
 

President English related that Farm Fresh had opened 

their drive through pharmacy site and the Chinese Buffet 
had vacated Wards Corner business area. April 20 is the 

Great American Clean Up for the City. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15PM. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Joan S Griffey, Sec. 
                                

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Beginning 
Balance 

  $1,882.00 

+ funds 
received 

$215.00 
 

  

- funds 
disbursed 

 $110.00 
 

 

Ending Balance   $1987.00 

 

 
NEWS AND NOTES 

____ 

Thanks to the volunteers who participated in the 
Adopt-a-Spot clean-up on Saturday, March 16.  
We collected 14 bags of litter, a 7 foot plastic 
drain pipe and a plastic ice chest top.  Members 
participating in this event were Sue Classick, 
Robert Lester, Robert Austin, Stephanie 
Gallagher, and group leader, Ray Duron.   

____ 

Coming Soon-The Great American Clean-up 2013 
 

As part of the Great American Clean-up, our civic 
league will meet at our ADOPT-A-SPOT AREA 
again on Saturday, April 20, at 8:00 AM to 

participate in another clean-up.  If you aren’t able 
to come for that, we will be passing out trash 

bags at the April civic league meeting and asking 
you to use them to clean-up litter around your 
home that day.   Then drop off those bags to our 
Adopt-a Spot area, and our league will receive 

credit.  And your home will look great! 
____ 

Newsletter Deliverers Needed 
 

We need some help again for our newsletter 
delivery.  If you are interested in “adopting a 
route” or volunteering as a substitute when 

needed, please call Sue Classick at 489-2315. It 
only takes about an hour a month, 10 months 

each year.  
Consider it part of your exercise routine! 

____ 
Would you like to see how your government 

works?  You can watch the Norfolk City Council 
Meetings without leaving your home.  All Council 
meetings are broadcast live on www.norfolk.gov 

and on Cox Cable TV-48. 
 

Find out what’s going on in Norfolk-you can 
access all city services at www.norfolk.gov 

 

WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ 
Membership 

Martin Thomas, 
Jr. 

618-6468 

2nd VP/Newslet-
ter distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

 Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  
Newsletter Editor – Barbara Ross (489-1024 or 

bookworms@whro.net) 
“Am I Witnessing a Crime?” 
 



Many of us have found ourselves 
wondering this at some time or other.  However, 
because we are not really sure, we tend to ignore 
what we have just seen and, hoping it wasn’t so, 
we continue about our business. “PEOPLE AREN’T 
SUSPICIOUS-BEHAVIOR IS!” 

Here are some signs or behaviors that may 
be suspicious: 

A person walking down the street, looking 
into vehicles, checking door handles, or looking 
into windows or garages. 

A person running would be suspicious if he 
or she were acting sneaky, as if he or she were 
being watched or chased. 

A person going door to door may be 
looking for an opportunity to steal.  Criminals 
often give an excuse if you answer the door (e.g., 
asking if someone lives there, etc.) Do not open 
the door for strangers and/or persons you are not 
expecting.  Tell them through your closed, locked 
door to leave your property.  Watch to see if they 
approach other houses.  Criminals sometimes 
pose as business solicitors in order to “case out” 
homes for burglaries. 

Any person forcibly entering a locked 
vehicle, especially at night and in one of our 
parking areas, is highly suspicious. 

One or more persons sitting in a parked 
car closely scanning the area around them may 
be lookouts for a burglary or robbery in progress, 
or for a crime being planned. 

Vehicles moving slowly and running 
without lights or one that keeps passing the same 
area could be casing a building or house to 
burglarize, someone pushing drugs or someone 
planning another crime such as a robbery, 
kidnapping or sex offense. 

A person (especially a juvenile or female) 
being forced into a vehicle may be a kidnapping. 

A person exhibiting unusual mental or 
physical symptoms may have been injured in an 
accident, be under the influence of alcohol, drugs 
or medications, or otherwise need medical or 
psychiatric assistance. 

Unusual noises including gunshots, 
screaming, sound of fighting, barking dogs or 
anything suggesting foul play, danger, or illegal 
activity. 

Burglary-if when arriving home from work 
you find that your residence has been broken 
into, don’t touch anything, call the police 
immediately.  
If You Are Robbed: 
 

-Cooperate fully. Remain calm and perform all 
actions slowly; sudden moves may panic the 
robber. 
-Observe everything carefully.  Try to remember 
the description of the suspect(s), including 
distinguishing features such as scars or tattoos; if 
they are right or left handed; and a description of 
any vehicle used. 
-Write down as much of the information you 
remember as soon as possible to avoid confusion 
later. 
-The first call you should make after the robbery 
is to 911, as soon as it is safe to do so.  Report 
that a robbery occurred and stay on the line until 
the operator releases you, and answer all the 
questions as completely as possible. 

(information from the Virginia Beach Crime 

Prevention Unit) 

 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 831-3484 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management 
(Call here for large 
pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call 
Center (Don’t know 
what office to call on 
the problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 

 

 


