
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Neighbors, 

 As you read this message we will have elected a 
President, a Vice President, a US Senator for Virginia 

and an array of other offices and amendments to the 
State Constitution. Perhaps your candidate/s won, 

perhaps they didn’t.  Nonetheless, we are all going to 

have to recognize that they are our elected officials, and 
while we may or may not agree with them, they will be 

with us for four more years (at least). We will and 
should make our voices heard to our congressmen and 

elected officials if we do not agree with the policy/s that 
are being proposed. This is our right and obligation as a 

free and democratic society.  To sit idly by in apathy as 

decisions are made without our input or voice oftentimes 
(or should I say many times) allows poor policies to be 

put in place that don’t represent the best interest of the 
majority of us. It allows the few and vocal to get what 

they want. Exercise your free speech right and speak up 

to your congressmen or elected officials if you disagree 
with them. Also let them know if you do agree with 

them. It works both ways. I know I like to be vocal 
(sometimes to the point of being borderline obnoxious, I 

suppose) if what I see happening isn’t right or makes no 
sense. I challenge you to do the same – but civilly.  

 Thanksgiving is coming soon and I think we all 

have much to be thankful for this year.  I am very 

thankful that the Superstorm known as Sandy-while a 
strong storm here – did minimal damage to our 

immediate area. As I drove around our neighborhoods 

on Monday and Tuesday after the storm was passing 
through, I was very thankful to see that we suffered 

only minimal damage to the properties in our civil league 
area. I know some of you lost power, myself included, 

but that was probably only for a few hours as it was in 

my case. All in all, I was very grateful and thankful that 
we were spared the ravages of the storm that so 

devastated New Jersey and New York City. There but for 
the grace of God go us. Let us remember in our 

thoughts and prayers those in New Jersey and New York 
City and the other northeastern states that are still 

suffering and offer them help if we are able.  

 Finally, you may have heard that the Norfolk 
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office is opening a 

Community Collaboration Center (CCC) in the Workforce 
Development Center at Wards Corner.  The CCC 

supports the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office and the 

City by having a small group of prosecutors evaluate and 
integrate specialized resources and programs into the 

daily prosecution of cases. The prosecutors are 
responsible for representing the Commonwealth in 

Norfolk Circuit Court’s Drug Court, Mental Health Court, 
and Offender Re-Entry Court programs. In addition, the 

CCC follows the guidelines of the Association of 

Prosecuting Attorneys for community prosecution – a 
philosophy that encourages collaboration between 

prosecutors, criminal justice partners, and the 
community to develop safer neighborhoods and enhance 

the quality of life of citizens. 

Linda Bryant is a Deputy Commonwealth’s 
Attorney and the Director of the CCC. With 15+ years of 

prosecutorial experience here in Norfolk, she has the 
knowledge base and perspective to carry out the work of 

the CCC. Greg Underwood, Commonwealth’s Attorney, 

firmly believes the CCC is an important extension of the 
Office – enabling his office to remain deeply committed 

to their duty of criminal prosecution while fully 
recognizing the importance of crime prevention 

initiatives in Norfolk. Physically being located outside of 
downtown in a satellite office of sorts will increase their 

accessibility to citizens with public safety/criminal justice 

needs. Another connectivity goal of the CCC is to 
recognize citizens who may not need their assistance, 

but for whom they can facilitate contact with the correct 
department/agency. 

CIVIC LEAGUE MEETING 
 

NORFOLK FITNESS and WELLNESS 
CENTER 

 
MONDAY  

November 19, 2012 
6:45 PM 

 
Program 

Linda Bryant, Deputy 
Commonwealth Attorney 

 
Rick Dempsey, Engineer 

Norfolk Department of Utilities 
Update on Pump Station, 

Neighborhood Sewer Repairs  
 



According to Greg Underwood, Norfolk’s 

Commonwealth Attorney, "We want the community to 
know their prosecutors are here, handling cases that are 

in their area code. Placing the office in Wards Corner 
between the redevelopment under way at the 

intersection of Granby Street and Little Creek Road and 

the continued crime problems in Denby Park makes 
sense. It increases the likelihood of continued change 

for good.” Underwood called it "complementing the 
transition." 

"We wanted a place where we could make an 
impact," Underwood said. "This was near the Texas 

streets, where they continue to have some drug issues, 
high crime." 

If you want to hear more about this office 
please attend our November civic league meeting as 

Linda Bryant, Deputy Commonwealth Attorney will be 
discussing the Community Collaboration Center. We will 

also have updates on the various projects in the Wards 
Corner area.  

 I hope to see you at our next meeting on the 
19th of November. 

  
Sincerely,  

 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 831-3484 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management 
(Call here for large 
pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call 
Center (Don’t know 
what office to call on the 
problem?) 

664-6510 

Police Emergency 911 
Wards Corner Civic League Minutes 

                                                    

  October 15, 2012 

 

Wards Corner Civic League met on Monday, 
October 15, 2012 at 6:45PM in NFWCenter.   President 

Jim English was away.  VP Martin Thomas, Jr. welcomed 
members and guests and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

In attendance: 27  

Rick Dempsey, project manager  for WC sanitary 
sewer replacement and Gary Kimber, construction 

inspector, reported on the pump station,  resurfacing of 
side streets, North Shore Rd  drainage, and one lane  

only traffic expectations.   Norfolk Police Officer Odell 
Davis stated that crime is down since this time last year. 

There were 7 larcenies, 1 robbery and 2 burglaries 

(Victory, Gloucester, and Birmingham). Prostitution 
scenarios are reported to Vice and Narcotics.   An area 

sweep for pedophiles and sex offenders is performed 
before Halloween.  

Invited speakers were  Towne Bank executive 

Yvonne Allmond,  former Norfolk City Council member 
Daun S Hester and  former US Marine, Lionell Spruill Jr , 

all  candidates for  the 89th district, VA House of 
Delegates Democratic  Caucus.  A nominee will fill the 

vacant seat (current term) of Kenny Alexander who 
replaced Sen. Yvonne Miller.  A special election is 

scheduled for Dec 18.  Ms Allmond focused her 

comments on jobs and economy, workforce funding, 
education, transportation and health care. Mr. Philip 

Hawkins asked to speak on behalf of absent Ms Hester.  
He stated his candidate has a record of community 

service, strong background in business and education, 

was the Super ward 7   Councilwoman, and sits on 
various boards. Mr. Spruill was absent and reported to 

have withdrawn.   
VP Martin updated us on development in Wards 

Corner business district, including utilities underground 

wiring negotiations.   The Commonwealth Attorney office 
is opening a satellite office at the Workforce 

Development Center offering assistance to constituents 
in our area.  Asbestos removal is slowing the demolition 

of the Perry property. Midtown Shopping Center is 
making progress on a facelift. Farm Fresh is adding a 

drive through pharmacy. Pancake House has asked for 

an ABC license. A new playground has been projected 
for the Fitness Center near the tennis courts. Cals Pizza 

has opened on Louisiana.  Our meeting adjourned at 
8PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,   
 

Joan Griffey 
Rec.  Secretary 

NEWS AND NOTES 
____ 

 



There’s a lot of debris left on our sidewalks since 
the stormy weather at the end of October. The 
pine needles are slippery, and the broken tree 

branches and pine cones are a trip hazard.  Please 
take a few minutes and sweep the sidewalks 

around your home. 
____ 

If you notice any street lights out, please jot the 
pole number down and notify Dominion Power. It 

can take them 7-10 days to make the repair.  
Well-lit neighborhoods are safer. 

____ 
Elections for the Civic League Board members will 
be held in December.  If you would be interested 

in having your name entered for a position, 
please notify Jim English. 

____ 
We will hold our annual House Holiday 

Decorations contest in December.  Watch for 
more details in the December newsletter. 

____ 
With the end of the year approaching, it’s time to 
think of renewing your membership in our civic 
league. It’s only $5 per person.  Send your 

application to Ray Duron at 530 Sterling Street  
or pay him at the meeting. 

 

 
WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ 
Membership 

Martin Thomas, 
Jr. 

618-6468 

2nd VP/ 
Newsletter 
Distribution  

Sue Classick 489-2315 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

 Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  
Newsletter Editor – Barbara Ross (489-1024 or 

bookworms@whro.net) 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Beginning 
Balance 

  $1,458.73 

+ funds 
received 

$120.00 
 

  

- funds 
disbursed 

 $125.00 
 

 

Ending Balance   $1,453.73 

     

Positive Response! 
 

Two people stepped forward at our meeting last 
month and offered to help deliver newsletters. 
However, there are still eleven blocks that don’t 
have a dedicated person.  These are listed below. 
You don’t need to live on these blocks to deliver, 
you can help with just a couple blocks, and there 
is not a requirement that you attend the civic 

league meetings  (although we’re delighted if you 
do), but please consider offering an hour of your 
time monthly, September through June, to help 

your civic league.   
Call Sue Classick at 489-2315 for more 

information.  
 

Routes are listed below: 
 

100-400 blocks of Burleigh;  300 block of 
Sterling; 300 block of Little Creek, north side; 

500, 600 Meads Road; 600 block of Timothy; 600 
block of Grantham; 7700 block of Nesbitt  

  
Thanks for helping your Civic League. 

 
 

Membership  
 

Our current membership is 105! That sounds like 
a big number, but it’s only approximately 10% of 
the newsletters we deliver each month.   Our 
dues amount is a bargain-$5.00/person or 

$10/household.  Send your check to Ray Duron at 
530 Sterling Street, 23505. Our dues’ year runs 
from January 1 through December 31, but you 

can join at any time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: _________________ 
 

Address:___________________________
________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________________ 
 

E-mail: ___________________________ 


