
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Neighbors,  
 
I have been writing this column for our newsletter 
for 12 years now. During that time I have always 
given you updates about potential and real 
progress concerning redevelopment opportunities 
for the Wards Corner Business District. The 
revitalization of the business district has been 
painstakingly slow to say the least. Moreover the 
opening of new businesses into that area has been 
rare. This slow growth of redevelopment in the 
area has been indeed frustrating to all of us.  
 Yet with the Wards Corner Comprehensive 
Plan that was issued in November of 2003 many of 
us have tried to be optimistic and stay positive as 
we pushed our ideas with our city council 
representatives. We have also always tried to 
emphasize our position with the various city 
departments in a positive and productive way as 
well. This also has been frustrating and it has 
seemed at times that our push for redevelopment 
was falling on deaf ears. Again this has left us 
frustrated but nonetheless we have stayed the 
course and continued our efforts to revitalize the 
area. 

 Now it appears that redevelopment may 
indeed be coming to Wards Corner. On February 7th 
several of us met with Chris Perry who unveiled his 
redevelopment plans for his property to us. His 
property is the southeast corner of the business 
district where AJ Gators currently is located. 
Included in that group were Jim McDonnell, 
President of Talbot Park Civic league, Tim Fox, 
President of Suburban Acres Civic League, Martin 
Thomas Jr., Vice President of our Civic League, 
Barclay Winn, City Councilman, and me. What we 
heard and saw from Mr. Perry was his footprint 
plan for his property as well as a draft rendering of 
what the site might look like with the Harris Teeter 
Store and the out parcel stores (yet to be named). 
We all had a good discussion about his plan, time 
table for development and the pros and cons of 
what we saw. Not a one of us gave our 
endorsement for his project at that time but 
instead wanted it first to be presented to the 
surrounding and neighboring civic league groups. 
Following that, we will make our recommendation 
to Mr. Perry on the project design. It is now time 
for Mr. Perry to present his ideas for this property 
to the community. He will be presenting his plan to 
us at our next Wards Corner Civic League meeting 
on February 27th at 645PM at the Wellness Center. 
I would encourage all of you to come out and 
hear what he has to say and see his 
provisional drawings for the property. 
 This is the first major news of 
redevelopment for the Business District in many 
years and we must ensure that the property owner 
and the city get it right for us. Since we all will 
have to live with the redesign of this property for 
50+ years, we must all ensure that we like Mr. 
Perry’s proposal and he has an opportunity to hear 
us. If we don’t like his design and layout we must 
recommend alternatives for him to consider. Now 
is the time for you to have your input into 
this project. I urge you to attend the next 
civic league meeting as announced in this 
newsletter.  
 Finally I wanted to give you a brief update 
on the pump station and gravity sewer project 
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along Newport Avenue. According to Rick 
Dempsey, Project Engineer with the Department of 
Utilities, work on the pump station at the Norfolk 
Fitnessand Wellness Center is anticipated to start at 
the earliest in March 2012. The gravity sewer 
project along Newport Avenue was expected to 
start in January, however the contract is still in 
processing and construction should be starting 
within the next month to two months. 
 Let us all hope that this is the year for 
redevelopment of the business district in Wards 
Corner. We have waited a long time for this.   
 Thanks and see you at the next meeting. 

 

Wards Corner Civic League Minutes 

 
January 23, 2012 

 
Wards Corner Civic League met on Monday, 
January 23, 2012 at 6:45PM in Norfolk Fitness and 
Wellness Center. V Pres. Martin Thomas, Jr 
presided (Pres Jim English was absent).   
Marcus Calabrese introduced himself as a 
Candidate for Super Ward (against Barkley Winn). 
He is a Foodbank board member, public relations 
contractor for small businesses, HRBOR  Business 
Chamber, Chair/ Child Nutrition Council, Safe 
Harbor honoree  and VA Wesleyan graduate. He 
promises to listen and lead. Website 
is:Marcus2012Norfolk.com 
-VP Martin exhibited a sample of a wards 
cornernow.com PVC attachment to the 9 
neighborhood green signs. One has been ordered 
at $73 and we await city approval for installation of 
others.  
-Taskforce and a Ward One meeting with 
Councilman Protogyrou asked the city to bury 
overhead utility lines when the Perry property is 
begun. Widening of East Little Creek Road near 
Wendy’s and the railroad tracks is also suggested.  
City manager is concerned about the cost of both. 
We should ask for what we need and interested 

neighbors should get behind our efforts to better 
Wards Corner. 
-The Perry property design, a conceptual drawing, 
was presented to Taskforce. A Harris Teeter with 
two adjoining buildings will face Granby Street. The 
entire block will be demolished in the summer and 
an “upscale” shopping area ready by 2014.  A 
traffic study will ensue, current crosswalks will be 
moved. An urban design is denied by HT (as the 
2004 Comprehensive Plan suggested) and a 
parking lot will be in front. Radio Shack and 
Subway are moving to Dalis/Martone property. 
-Norfolk Collegiate and Norfolk Christian have both 
been in construction mode, the new sewer lines 
and the Pump Station replacement near the Fitness 
Center will soon be starting. 
-Martin, a Planning Council member, reported that 
Ace Hardware is erecting a new building and 
garden center at Church St and Omohundro;   
Granby St /Park Place YMCA plans are made; a $3 
million multimodal train station is in preliminary 
approval for city owned Amtrak station.   Revision 
Norfolk, a local professional group, is hoping to 
attract a creative class which encourages   
construction of vibrant, beautiful, useful, long 
lasting structures within our downtown area. In 
Titustown, utilities are being repaired.  
-Concerns were raised over Talbot Hall and 
Newport Ave traffic. Police presence is needed.  
-A visitor suggested that our civic league confront 
Perry/Harris Teeter with non-compliance with the 
2004 Comprehensive Plan. He stated that Ghent 
residents met, negotiated and won changes to the 
Colonial Ave Harris Teeter for a wall and parking.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 810PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Joan Griffey, Rec Sec’y 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Beginning 
Balance 

  $2,152.64 

+ funds received $155.00   

- funds disbursed  $204.42  

Ending Balance   $2,103.22 

RECYCLING TIPS 



 

 

 
Do you know what disposable items can be 
put in your blue trash can?  Newspapers, 
glass (clear, brown or green), plastic bottles 
and jugs, steel and aluminum cans, pie plates 
and foil, unwanted mail, cardboard and 
corrugated chipboard, magazines and 
telephone books can be discarded there. 
Used batteries can be dropped off at the 
Ernie Morgan Center, and old electronics are 
taken at the Industrial Center. Do you have 
bigger items (appliances, furniture, 
mattresses) that need to go “bye-bye”?  
These are considered bulk waste, and you 
must call 441-5813 to request a “special 
pick-up” for the same day as your trash pick-
up.  You may call any day before your 
regularly scheduled pick-up to place your 
request. 

 
 
 

 
NEWS AND NOTES 

___ 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

We love to have members join any time of 
the year, but if you last paid your 

membership fee in 2011, it was due again in 
January.  

 
The amount is only $5.00/person or 
$10.00/family. Please complete the 

Membership Form in the next column and 
mail to Ray or give it to him at our next 

meeting. 
It is important to have these monies as well 
as our advertising support -it allows us to 
print our newsletter each month, pay for 

prizes that are awarded to the winners of our 
Holiday Decoration Contest, and to provide 
for other incidentals throughout the year. 

 
Currently, we have 107 paid members.  We 

pass out 1000 newsletters each month. 
 

Thanks for your support. 

 

ADDITIONAL HELP NEEDED 
 

Your help is needed to be a volunteer and 
pick-up litter at our Adopt-a-Spot area 

(Ruthven Road at W. Little Creek Road) on 
Saturday, March 21, 8:00 AM.   

It only takes about an hour or two and 
makes an impressive difference in the area.  

Gloves, trash bags and safety vests provided. 
 

Questions?? 
Call Ray Duron at 423-4337 

 

 
Membership Form 

 
Send your check to Ray Duron at 530 Sterling 

Street, 23505. Our dues’ year runs from 
January 1 through December 31.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Name: _________________ 
 

Address:___________________________
________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________________ 
 

E-mail: ___________________________ 

Why is it that people say they "slept like a 
baby" when babies wake up every two 

hours?  
 

Why does a round pizza come in a square box?  

 
Why do you have to "put your two cents in"..but 
it's  only a "penny for yourthoughts"? Where's 

that extra penny going?    
 

If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still 
called a hearing?    

 


