
 
 

Crossroads 

March, 2008        Web site   www.Wardscorner.com     

  

Wards Corner Civic League 

Serving: Colony Point, Hariton Gardens, Merridale, 
Pinehurst, Restmere, Rose Gardens, Sussex of Norfolk, 
Virginia Gardens and Wexford Terrace      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 By Jim English ajim.english@gmail.com 
  
Dear Neighbors,  
 
The following letter was recently sent to Mayor Fraim and each 
member of Norfolk City Council by the Greater Wards Corner 
Partnership on behalf of the all of the residents and citizens of 
the area. You are encouraged to copy this letter and send it 
under your signature if you are in agreement with what it says. 
The letter is also posted on www.WardsCornerNow.com.  

Begin Letter 

    February 20, 2008 
 
The Honorable Mayor Fraim and Members of City Council 
City of Norfolk 
1109 City Hall Building  
810 Union Street  
Norfolk, VA 23510 
 
Dear Mayor Fraim and members of City Council: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to seek your immediate help in the 
revitalization of the Wards Corner area consistent with the 
strategies outlined in the Greater Wards Corner Comprehensive 
Plan adopted by City Council in November 2004. We do so 
because the residents of the entire area are growing 
increasingly frustrated with the apparent inattention given to 
this area despite our monthly meetings with council 
representatives to the Wards Corner Task Force.  

 
The Wards Corner area has been in a steady state of decline 
for over 20 years.  Most notable in the business district, this 
deterioration is also evident in the Denby Park, Monticello 
Village and Oakdale Farms neighborhoods as well as the 
Titustown area and is putting negative pressure on many other 
neighborhoods in the Greater Wards Corner area.  
 
 The Greater Wards Corner Partnership was formed eleven 
years ago, in an attempt to work in partnership with the city to 
address this growing blight. The 22 civic leagues, numerous 
businesses, churches, schools and individuals were committed 
then and are as committed today to see the entire area 
revitalized so that it is an economically viable section of the 
city. We all live here, love the area and do not want to see it 
decline any further.  
 
In 2000, the Wards Corner Task Force was reestablished as a 
partnership of the city, City Council and citizens of the Greater 
Wards Corner Partnership area to develop revitalization plans 
and strategies for the area. In the beginning we were all 
hopeful that we would see positive progress and with the 
adoption of the Greater Wards Corner Comprehensive Plan we 
were encouraged that we would have tools to assist us and the 
city to move forward. While we recognize that some progress 
was made initially, it is now evident that all of these plans have 
been stalled.   
 
As a result of these concerns the Greater Wards Corner 
Partnership is now calling for your immediate action to the 
following prioritized items.  Wards Corner’s location as a 
gateway to downtown Norfolk and potential for increased city 
tax revenue should make its revitalization a priority item on 
Council’s agenda. 
 
1. A revitalization action plan for the Denby 

Park/Monticello Village/Oakdale Farms neighborhoods 
that will include the signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the NRHA and the city so that 
this area may be a designated area with benefits 
similar to a Conservation Plan. 

  
2. The purchase of the Alexis Apartments in Titustown 

and renewal of that area. 
 
3. A plan to address the deteriorating infrastructure in 

the Wards Corner Business District and 
 
4. The location of the new Police Station into the Central 

Business Park. 
 
We believe that these are reasonable requests and consistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan. Very little attention has been 
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given to the Greater Wards Corner area for the past several 
years and as a result it continues to decline. We are concerned 
that, unlike other areas of Norfolk, the Partnership area does 
not have a champion on City Council and call on our 
representatives to support us in moving forward.  We can no 
longer wait; the time for you to act is now.  
 
We look forward to your timely response and an agenda which 
addresses these concerns at the next Wards Corner Task Force 
meeting. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
The members and residents of the Greater Wards Corner 
Partnership   
 
End letter. 

 
 Perhaps as a result of this letter and my February 
Presidents message in our newsletter, which also appeared on 
www.WardsCornerNow.com, Council members Winn, Williams, 
Whibley and Hester requested an immediate meeting with the 
members of the Wards Corner Task Force. This meeting was 
held on February 28th. It appears that our requests for 
immediate action were heard as the city and council are taking 
the necessary steps to put in a place a conservation district-
like plan for Denby Park, Oakdale Farms and Monticello Village. 
In addition they said that the Alexis Apartments on W. Little 
Creek Road (a haven of drug related crime) will be purchased 
by the city after July 1, 2008. Finally the relocation and 
construction of the new Police Station in the Central Business 
Park is still on track. We are cautiously optimistic with what we 
heard last Thursday. Now lets see if it comes to fruition. If it 
doesn’t, rest assured we will be back on the warpath. With a 
re-energized Greater Wards Corner Partnership and more 
frequent meetings of the Task Force and time lines for action 
this may indeed happen. Stay tuned! 
 
Sincerely,  
Jim English 

 

 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

  

Police Emergency 911 

Police Non-Emergency 441-5610 

Pace Officer 664-6921 

Police Red Sector 664-6914 

Code Enforcement 664-6532 

Environmental Health 683-2712 

Sewer Backup  823-1000 

Waste Management (Call 
here for large pickups) 

441-5813 

Norfolk Cares Call Center 
(Don’t know what office to 
call on the problem?) 

664-6510 

 

 

WCCL Board of Directors 
 

President Jim English 423-7154 

1st VP/ Membership Linda Spear 402-8583 

2nd VP/ Newsletter 
Distribution  

Martin Thomas, Jr. 618-6468 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 

Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 

Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468)  
Newsletter ideas/comments-Barbara Ross 
(Bookworms@WHRO.Net or 489-1024) 

 
 HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR SECRETARY’S MINUTES 

                                                                                        
February 25, 2008 
 
Wards Corner Civic League met on Monday, February 25 in the 
NFW Center at 6:45PM.  President Jim English led The Pledge 
of Allegiance and welcomed guests. There were 30 in 
attendance.   Our PACE officer was absent.  
 
Dan Duggan,  representing DePaul Bon Secours Hospital, 
presented an informative program regarding restructuring and 
downsizing of this facility.  DePaul’s vision for health care is to 
remain committed to its ministry in our community, build and 
extend physician-hospital partnerships, better meet the needs 
of the uninsured, stress continuity of care and implement 
Healthy Communities Initiative. The present facility has faulty  
infrastructure,  serves and cares for  a poor and chronically ill  
population,  has 80%  paying patients and  20% subsidized, 
has  lost millions of dollars, needs a change or it ceases to 
exist.   The plan is to create a new model, a health care town 
center with a new hi tech building, right sized (60 beds, 
birthing center, 6 operating rooms, and emergency 
department) to meet our needs in a safe environment, and 
continue the ability to support the uninsured and underinsured. 
The State’s decision will be announced on March 21.   
 
A new CVS Pharmacy is being considered for the BP Station at 
Wards Corner. The civic league should be opposed to this 
addition in the business district. There are already 2 
pharmacies and 2 others located in nearby grocery stores. It is 
not part of the Greater Wards Corner Comprehensive Plan, a 
$500,000 expenditure of our tax dollars.  We were asked to 
call our Council representatives to register our protest.  
President English read a letter supported by the WC 
Partnership, requesting Council to immediate action on 4 
items: revitalize Denby Park area, purchase Alexis Apartments 
in Titustown, address deteriorating infrastructure in the 
business area and to locate the new Police Station in the 
Central Business Park.  We are asked to sign and mail/Email 
this letter to the Mayor.  
  
Any interested member is invited to the Wards Corner 
Partnership meetings at the Workforce Development Center on 
the 4th Thursday at 7PM.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  Joan Griffey, Secretary 



Stop junk mail and other helpful STOPS!! 

 
From The Virginia Pilot, 2/10/08 article by Eileen Alt Powell: 
 
Catalog Choice (Ecology Center of Berkeley, CA) 
www.catalogchoice.org. 

Free service that notifies catalog companies to 
remove you from their mailing list. 

 
www.41pounds.org in Ferndale, MI 

Cost $41 for a 5 year membership – some of the 
profits are shared with environmental groups. 

 
The Consumer credit industry at www.optoutprescreen.com or 
toll free 1-888-567-8688 
 
The World Privacy Forum has a how to list titled “Top 10 Opt 
Outs” at www.worldprivacyforum.org 
 
We can write to & pay $1 fee to Direct Marketing Association 
at Mail Preference Service 
  PO Box 643 
  Carmel, NY 10512-0643 
 
Direct Marketing Association at www.dmachoice.org allows one 
to either opt out or opt in to a particular company’s mailing 
list. 
 
From the Reader’s Digest “I hunted down the woman who 
stole my life” by Anita Bartholomew: 
 
To opt out of unsolicited credit card offers call 888-567-8688 
(supported by the consumer credit reporting industry). 
 
Tips to protect your ID: www.fightingbacknow.com by Karen 
Lodrick. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning 
Balance 

  $1630.07 

+ funds received $115.00   

-funds disbursed  $185.25  

Ending Balance   $1559.82 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND REMINDERS 
 

Don’t forget-your help is needed to pickup litter 
at our Adopt-a-Spot area (Ruthven and W. Little 

Creek) on Saturday, March 29, 8:00 AM. 
Questions-call Ray Duron-423-4337 

 
 

Wards Corner information is available at our website-
www.wardscorner.com.  News of our larger community 

can be found at www.wardscornernow.com 
 

 

Civic League Membership 

 

Thanks to our newest members who 

have recently paid their dues.  We 

have fifty-seven residents who have 

chosen to support our Civic League, 

and we’re grateful for their 

support.  Have you joined yet?  Help 

us make Wards Corner an even 

better place to live! Financial 

support is great, but attending our 

meetings and volunteering your 

time for our activities shows our 

City leaders that we are a strong 

league and we care about our 

community.  

 

WCCL Membership  
 

Annual dues are $5.00.  Our dues’ year runs from January 1 
through December 31.  If you are a continuing member and 
you have not renewed your membership for 2008, please 
submit your payment at a meeting or mail to the Treasurer, 
Ray Duron, at 530 Sterling Street, 23505.  If you haven’t 
joined yet, please consider doing so now. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WCCL Website 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

The bases for the traffic light mast arms at Farm 
Fresh and Little Creek and Granby intersection 

have arrived.  
 

2007 was a banner year for recycling in Norfolk. 
More than 12,000 tons of recyclable waste was 

diverted from the solid waste stream during 
curbside collection, compared to approximately 

10,000 tons in 2006.  Of the 60,000 residents that 

 
Name: _________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________ 
 
Phone #: _______________________ 
 
E-mail _________________________ 



received City waste collection, 55% participated 
in recycling in 2007.  Keep filling those big blue 

bins!  Think green!! 

 


