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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Jim English jenglish@odu.edu

  
Thank you to all who attended the last civic league meeting 
and listened to Mayor Paul Fraim. His talk and Q and A session 
lasted over an hour and was very informative. I hope your 
fears were somewhat allayed as he spoke of the continued 
revitalization efforts and support of city council for Wards 
Corner projects. The morning paper that day cited many 
numerous high price tag projects for downtown at the sacrifice 
of our neighborhood projects. He indicated that the newspaper 
article was not accurate and that efforts to improve 
neighborhood revitalization efforts by city council including 
Wards Corner remain a priority. I was dismayed by the lack of 
civility displayed by a couple of our civic league members as 
well as some guests from another civic league toward the 
Mayor. This was unfortunate and unacceptable. We all have a 
right to disagree and debate but showing disrespect and a lack 
of civility should not be tolerated. In the future I will step in 
and ask those demonstrating disrespect to excuse themselves 
from the meeting.  
  
 I am pleased to announce that Lee Goldman has 
stepped forward to serve as Second Vice President of our civic 
league. This office oversees the distribution of our newsletter. 
Please come to the next meeting so we can vote her into this 
position. Nominations will also be taken from the floor prior to 
election of this office. I am also pleased to announce that 
Martin Thomas, our civic league Webmaster, is joining our 
executive committee. He will continue to update our website 
www.wardscorner.com. We thank him for agreeing to keep our 
members up to date through this website.  
 
 We now have three condominium projects currently 
under construction in our area. In addition to the 297 unit 

Riverview Terrace project and the 16 unit Covington project at 
Restmere and Grantham Road reported to you earlier, the 
Riverpoint Court Condominiums are now under construction at 
the corner of Granby and Kingsley Lane. This is the site of the 
former DePaul Nursing School and more recently the 
temporary quarters of St. Patrick’s Catholic School. All of these 
projects should be completed within a year and are expected 
to give a boost to the area given the high sales price of these 
condominium units. We should also expect to see the Super 
WalMart opening this fall as well as the WaWa convenience 
store at the corner of Chesapeake Blvd. and E. Little Creek 
road. Also expect to see more development around the Super 
WalMart property on Tidewater Dr. and E. Little Creek Rd.  
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NORFOLK FITNESS and WELLNESS 
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Agenda 

 
VaPERL – Elyse Kalfus  

 The Wards Corner Neighborhood Assessment study 
(aka Blight Study) of the E. Little Creek Rd. corridor between I-
64 and Southern Shopping Center has now been completed by 
the University of North Carolina and delivered to the Norfolk 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority (NRHA). I forwarded 
copies of this study to those members that I have e-mail 
addresses. If you would like an e-mail copy please send me an 
e-mail and I will forward you a copy. The NRHA will now draft 
a plan including a cost estimate for implementation and 
present this plan to the Planning Commission and City Council 
sometime in October according to an NRHA spokesperson. 
Following that, public hearings will be held in November. I will 
keep you informed of the dates, times and places when I know 
them. All indications are that the focus of the implementation 
plan will begin in the NW corner of the assessment area or 
Denby Park.  
 
 Mayor Fraim is also launching a new communication 
strategy this month and will hold a series of Town Hall 
meetings in each of the city’s five Wards and Downtown 
beginning in October. Each meeting will include a presentation 
on the programs in that particular Ward with a question and 
answer period following. If you missed the Mayor at our last 
civic league meeting, this is another opportunity to come out 
and hear him and ask him your questions. Our Ward 1 is slated 
for October 25th from 7PM – 9PM at the Titustown Recreation 
Center. Everyone’s attendance and participation is encouraged 
and welcomed. 
 
 Finally, since there was much interest expressed at 
out last meeting on the Light Rail Project that is now on the 
front burner for the city, we will try to have HRT at our 
November meeting to make a presentation on this issue 
including the timeline for development.  
 
 Please come to our next meeting on October 16th at 
7PM at the Wellness Center. We have an interesting program 
planned.  
   Thanks, Jim English  

AND SPSA  Representative 

mailto:jenglish@odu.edu
http://www.wardscorner.com/


HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR SECRETARY’S MINUTES 
 

Joan Griffey                                         June 19, 2006 
 
Wards Corner Civic League Meeting Minutes 
 
WCCL met Sept.18 at 7PM in Norfolk Fitness and Wellness  
Center. After the pledge of allegiance, President Jim English 
introduced Mayor Paul Fraim to more than 50 attendees.   
Mayor Fraim stated that he had been a Council member for 21 
years.  He is the first elected Mayor of Norfolk in 90 years. This 
position comes with increased demands and leadership. He 
stated accomplishments in education ($500,000 urban school 
scholarship award), decrease in crime (17 murders down from 
42), and finance (new $95 million Courthouse, Cruise Ship 
Terminal, $200 million Light Rail System, and $40 million 
Conference Center and Parking Garage. Mayor Fraim 
addressed   SPSA neglect, Kirn Library, environmental issues, 
Workforce Development, East Beach, Central Business Park ,  
Baseball (exit Tides, enter Orioles),  Norfolk Southern Railroad 
underpass on Hampton Boulevard.  (on hold because of no 
funding), and transportation problems (35,000 motorists use 
the Midtown Tunnel daily and 100,000 cross the Downtown 
Tunnel).  Various Town Halls will be scheduled throughout the 
city and citizens are urged to attend. Ward 1 is at Titustown 
Recreation Center on October 25.  The Mayor graciously 
answered audience questions.  
 PACE Officer Curtis Jackson (831-3454) reported 
decreased crime in the area. He asked that people not leave 
articles/valuables in their car in the sight of intruders. Call 664-
6510 to report abandoned vehicles, street sign damage, street 
repairs, homes in need of repairs, rodent issues, large boats in 
yards, street light out.  

President English related information on the Blight 
Study, due for a hearing in November. Questions concerning 
the No U Turn at the Post Office, condos at Grantham and 
Restmere, new apartments at DePaul /Kingsley Lane, and 
Riverview Terrace (near Granby Elementary School) were 
addressed.  Wal-Mart at Southern Shopping Center is expected 
to open in October.   The meeting was adjourned.  
 

 
NORFOLK SENIOR CENTER 

 
FALL FLEA MARKET 

 
Friday, October 20, 12-5 PM 

Saturday, October 21 8:30 AM-1 PM  
 

Antiques, Books, Collectibles, Housewares and 
more 

Corner Café will be open and serving treats  
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Beginning 
Balance 

  $1409.22

+ funds received $50.00   
-funds disbursed  $73.10  
Ending Balance   $1386.12

 
RECYCLE UPDATE 

 
There are 58,000 customers participating in the City’s 

curbside recycling program which replaced the 18-gallon blue 
bins with 90-gallon blue bins.  Since the automated program 
was instituted in April 2004, participation rates across the City 
have substantially increased. The City’s recycling rate in FY 06 
was 52% (11,549 tons of recyclable material).  Set out rates in 
April-June 2006 averaged 55%, the highest three month 
average in history. Through targeted publicity and education, 
the upsurge in participation is expected to continue. 

  Your civic league can benefit if each individual home 
participates in this program.  EARNN Awards are presented to 
Leagues when their members put their recyclable cans out 
regularly. When a civic league applies for consideration for one 
of these awards, our area is evaluated by the city to establish 
a baseline of homes which use this service.  We then continue 
to be periodically evaluated for the number of service users, 
and are considered at the end of the year (spring) for an 
award if we have been able to increase the number of users. 
Of a total amount of $7500 presented this year, the largest 
amount was $800 to the Glengariff Civic League. Other 
amounts ranged from $50-$800.   

Get in the habit of recycling.  It’s a habit that helps all 
of us, and can now possibly provide a benefit for our Civic 
League.   Remember to Recycle!! 
 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
 

This 89,000 square foot, state-of-the- art facility is located at 
201 E. Little Creek Road, in the shopping center beside the 
Kroger grocery store.  It offers citizens a beautiful setting and 
convenient location in which to access employment services 
and public assistance.  The Center features leading-edge 
technology, eloquent interior design with a large skylight in the 
main lobby and stylish and comfortable furnishings, a specially 
designed childcare center, and innovative service delivery.   
 
The City of Norfolk created the Workforce Development Center 
with the future in mind:  to cultivate Norfolk’s workforce by 
guiding the disadvantaged and/or disabled toward greater self-
reliance. The Center promotes employment through programs 
and services offered by the Department of Human Services 
and partner agencies including KRA Corporation, The Planning 
Council, Community Services Board, Virginia Tidewater 
Consortium, Eggleston Services, and the Department of 
Neighborhood Preservation.   
 
There are also conference and training rooms available for use 
by community organizations and other City departments. 
Contact by phone at 664-6000, or through the City’s website: 
www.norfolk.gov/humanservicesworkforce.asp 



 

 
KEEP OUR NEIGHBORHOODS GREEN 

 
Have you lost a tree recently because of storm 
winds?  Did you know that the Department of Parks 
and Urban Forestry will replant a tree in that spot 
for you? 
Call JoAnn Gordon, 823-4023 to make a request. 
 
Also, if you are lucky enough to have a beautiful 
crepe myrtle tree in the area between your sidewalk 
and street, the city needs your help.  We have been 
asked to trim the “suckers”- those branches that 
grow off the bottom of the tree trunk.  The city 
does not have the workforce to provide this service 
on a regular basis. 

 
WCCL Board of Directors 

President Jim English 423-7154 
1st VP/ Membership Linda Spear 402-8583 
2nd VP/ Newsletter 
Distribution  

Lee Goldman 287-1659 

Secretary Joan Griffey 440-9508 
Treasurer Ray Duron 423-4337 
Web Master Martin Thomas, Jr. 618-6468 

 
NORFOLK’S NEIGHORHOOD NETWORK 

24 HOURS A DAY ON WEB 
 

Internet users can listen or watch Norfolk’s Neighborhood 
Network (now on cable TV49) live, 24 hours a day.  Access the 
station by clicking on the NNN icon on the front page of 
www.norfolk.gov.  Not only will this let Norfolk residents keep 
in touch while out of town (or watching satellite TV), it will let 
our thousands of out-of-area (and out of country) users of the 
Norfolk website keep up with their favorite shows. 
 

 
Important Phone Numbers 

Police Emergency 911
Police Non-Emergency 441-5610
Pace Officer 664-6921
Police Red Sector 664-6914
Code Enforcement 664-6532
Environmental Health 683-2712
Sewer Backup  823-1000
Waste Management (Call 
here for large pickups) 

441-5813

Norfolk Cares Call Center 
(Don’t know what office to 
call on the problem?) 

664-6510

 
WCCL Membership  

Annual dues are $5.00.  Our dues’ year runs from 
January 1 through December 31.  If you are a 
continuing member and you have not renewed your 
membership for 2006, please submit your payment at a 
meeting or mail to the Treasurer, Ray Duron, at 
530 Sterling Street, 23505.  If you haven’t joined yet, 
please consider doing so now. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Name: _________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________ 
 
Phone #: _______________________ 
 
E-mail _________________________ 

 
 

Newsletter ideas/comments-Barbara Ross 
(Bookworms@WHRO.Net or 489-1024) 

 

http://www.norfolk.gov/

