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	CIVIC LEAGUE MEETING

MONDAY 

September 15, 2008
6:45 PM

NORFOLK FITNESS and WELLNESS CENTER

Agenda
Increasing effective communication within the civic league


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

 By Jim English ajim.english@gmail.com

Well the summer of 2008 is rapidly coming to a close. I hope your summer was great and enjoyable and you are now ready to begin the fall activities. With fall fast approaching, school is in session and the Wards Corner Civic League will begin holding its regular meetings again starting with our meeting on September 15th at the new Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center at 6:45PM. While we have not had a meeting in two months, we have been busy working on issues to make our area better. This newsletter reflects some of these issues and concerns that we have been  working on. 

A special thanks is in order to our Delegate Paula Miller and State Senator Ralph Northam for providing us with the flags and cards on the Fourth of July. They delivered 1000 flags to us this year and thanks to Ray Duron and his team of flag deliverers we staked these flags throughout our civic league area early on the Fourth of July. I hope you enjoyed them. The area looked great with all of the flags throughout.. Thanks also to Ray and his litter picker uppers group for continuing to clean up our Adopt-a-Spot at Ruthven and W. Little Creek Road.  

The city’s Division of Transportation has begun the traffic calming initiatives that we have been waiting for on Newport Avenue. Perhaps you have noticed the white parking lines on both sides of Newport from Little Creek Road to Kingsley Lane. These are the first attempt to slow the speeding traffic that has been such a problem on Newport Avenue. Look for future traffic calming methods in the months to come. 

It appears that through the efforts of DePaul Emergency 134 www.depaulemergency134.org/ as well as our objections through the Wards Corner Civic League, the Greater Wards Corner Partnership and Task Force regarding the severe downsizing of Bon Secours DePaul Hospital our collective voices have been heard. After significant negotiations with Bon Secours and the City Council and staff of Norfolk, an agreement of a seemingly good compromise has been reached. According to Bruce C. Holbrook, chair of the DePaul Emergency 134 Committee. “The new Bon Secours DePaul Medical Center will contain 88 medical/surgical beds, 20 obstetrical beds, and 16 intensive/cardiac care beds staffed 24/7 with certified critical care nurses. There will be six operating rooms, one cardiac catheterization laboratory, full-service imaging (including one MRI scanner and two CT scanners, at least one of which is capable of cardiac imaging), pharmacy and laboratory services, lithotripsy and a cancer center with one linear accelerator. There will also be a state-of-the-art emergency department (ED) with 23 multi-function, monitored treatment bays (including facilities for patient triage, dedicated diagnostic imaging, respiratory point of care testing, behavioral medicine seclusion and decontamination). The final size and layout of the new emergency department will be developed with input of Norfolk Fire and Rescue. The ED will be staffed by board certified emergency medicine physicians with the following sub-specialties available to provide ED call coverage at the new hospital: cardiology, neurology, respiratory, gastroenterology, general surgery, neurosurgery/spine, gynecology, obstetrics, orthopedics, thoracic, urology, and vascular. In addition, Bon Secours intends to invest in its present DePaul Medical Center facility without further diminution of the present facility until the new facility is up and running. Mr. Holbrook thinks this agreement is fair; while the committee had sought 134 beds, he says 124 beds will serve the community well.  He believes “it is now time that the Norfolk community steps up and supports Bon Secours in the building of a new 124- bed DePaul Medical Center and their certificate of need applications” before the state. He encourages all supporters of the DePaul Emergency 134 Committee to let Dr. James Burns, Deputy Commissioner of Health, Virginia Health Department, know that we are appreciative of the new plan offered by Bon Secours and encourage him to accept all of Bon Secours’ COPN applications.” 

[image: image1.jpg]



Members present at the negotiated signing agreement of the Bon Secours DePaul Hospital and city of Norfolk. Seated are Mayor Paul Fraim and Michael Kerner, CEO Bon Secours, and standing are Senator Ralph Northam and Delegate Paula Miller. 


My hope is that this agreement gives the citizens living in the north end of the city the necessary services that DePaul Hospital will continue to offer. The loss of DePaul Hospital would have been devastating to our area of the city. 

I want to welcome you back to another year of good productive civic league meetings. If you regularly attend our meetings please bring a neighbor. If you have never been to a meeting or you are new to the area please join us. A strong active civic league like ours gives us good and continued political clout, which we have built with our council representatives for this area over the years.


Please enjoy this newsletter. Please join your civic league. Thank you and I look forward to seeing you on the 15th of September at the Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center. 

Thanks
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Jim English

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

	Police Emergency
	911

	Police Non-Emergency
	441-5610

	Pace Officer
	831-3484

	Police Red Sector
	664-6914

	Code Enforcement
	664-6532

	Environmental Health
	683-2712

	Sewer Backup 
	823-1000

	Waste Management (Call here for large pickups)
	441-5813

	Norfolk Cares Call Center (Don’t know what office to call on the problem?)
	664-6510


Wards Corner Civic League Minutes

June 16, 2008

Wards Corner Civic League met on Monday, June 16, 2008 at 6:45PM in Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center.  Vice President, Martin Thomas, Jr. welcomed members and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

-Will King, retired headmaster of Norfolk Collegiate School on Granby Street,  presented a history of the school (60th year)  and exhibited  plans for an $8-9 million,  450 seat,  Fine Arts  Center  addition. The physician offices and the stone house will be demolished to clear area for the structure.  Our civic league will be encouraged to use this facility. 

-Deborah Bunn, Real Estate Assessor since January 1 spoke about her 22 employee/assessor department. Commercial appraisers will be included in the 2009 budget.  She explained foreclosures affect on our tax base, land values, multifamily /apartment assessing, tax exemptions (churches, schools, charities,) tax abatement, seniors concerns. 

-PACE Officer Jackson   (Curtis.jackson@norfolk.gov)  spoke about an Email crime prevention tip line, spray paint report  on Timothy Ave., Walgreen panhandling at night, and AJGator traffic.  

-Clean up by the business community collected 16 bags of litter near the NSRR tracks.  Our Adopt Spot group (Ray and Betty Duron, organizers) collected 8 bags on Ruthven Rd/W Little Creek Road. 

The meeting was adjourned for the summer.

Respectively Submitted,

Joan Griffey, Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT

	Beginning Balance
	
	
	$1633.67

	+ funds received
	$45.00
	
	

	-funds disbursed
	
	$68.25
	

	Ending Balance
	
	
	$1610.42


News and Notes

46th Annual Outdoor Art Show

Saturday and Sunday-October 11-12, 10AM-5PM

Ocean View Beach Park

Free shuttle service is available from Ocean View Community Beach

Join the Fun!!

Free visual arts and entertainment! 

Sponsored by the Chesapeake Bay Art Association

(a non-profit organization). All of the proceeds from the door prizes and one-half of the proceeds from the Show go to the John B. Tenney Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Each year a scholarship is presented to a local deserving high school senior who will be continuing advanced art education.  The talented winner receives a check for at least $1000.

—

Time to Clean your Attic!

The Norfolk Senior Center (at the Fitness and Wellness Center) is holding a Flea Market on Friday, October 24, 12-5 PM and Saturday, October 25, 8:30 AM to 1 PM.  Reserve a table by calling Chantel Randolph at  625-5857 by October 22. If you don’t have anything to sell, come to buy!

—

Thanks to our Wards Corner Adopt-a-Spot volunteers who helped in our continued efforts to “Keep Norfolk Beautiful” on the June 14 clean-up. They were Stephanie Gallagher, Diane Dubay, Valarie VanDeventor, and our Adopt-a-Spot leaders, Ray and Betty Duron.

—

And, don’t forget, your help is needed to pick up litter at our Adopt-a-Spot area (Ruthven and W. Little Creek Roads) on Saturday, October 11, 8:00 AM.  Questions-call Ray Duron at 423-4337. 

WCCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

	President
	Jim English
	423-7154

	1st VP/ Membership
	Martin Thomas, Jr.
	402-8583

	2nd VP/ Newsletter Distribution 
	
	618-6468

	Secretary
	Joan Griffey
	440-9508

	Treasurer
	Ray Duron
	423-4337


Web Master – Martin Thomas, Jr. (618-6468) 

LOOKING FOR A JOB?
If you noticed an empty space in our Board of Directors’ listing,  you realize that our 1st VP of Membership, Linda Spear, has resigned.  Martin Thomas, Jr. has agreed to move into this position from the 2nd VP of Newsletter Distribution, leaving that spot open.  We are hoping that another civic league member will volunteer to assume the 2nd Vice Presidency, and take this opportunity for a more active role in our league.  The responsibilities for the position include:
Second VP-Newsletter Distribution-newsletter pick-up from the printer, collating and delivering it to carriers for distribution in their local neighborhoods.
Please consider helping your Civic League!
Contact Jim English at ajim.english@gmail.com
WCCL Membership 
Annual dues are $5.00.  Our dues’ year runs from January 1 through December 31.  If you are a continuing member and you have not renewed your membership for 2009, please submit your payment at a meeting or mail to the Treasurer, Ray Duron, at 530 Sterling Street, 23505.  If you haven’t joined yet, please consider doing so now.
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WCCL Board of Directors

Newsletter ideas/comments-contact Barbara Ross at Bookworms@WHRO.net (489-1024)






Name: _________________________





Address: _______________________





Phone #: _______________________





E-mail _________________________
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